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RHODES COLLEGE DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC 
COURSE SYLLABUS 

MUSIC 193-1 
RHODES WOMEN’S CHORUS 

FALL SEMESTER, 2001 
 
 
Meeting time:  G hour, MWF , 3 to 4 p.m. 
Meeting location:  Hardie Auditorium, Palmer Hall (second floor) 
Information:  Please check your e-mail regularly for course announcements and  

other information. 
 
Professor:  Dr. Diane M. Clark, Conductor 
Office:  208 Hassell Hall 
E-mail address:  dclark@rhodes.edu
Phone: #3782 (Office/Voice Mail), 324-1881 (Home) 
 Call my home between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. only, except for  

emergencies.  If you want me to return your call, please leave your  
name, phone number, and several times when you can be reached.  You 
may also leave messages in my mailbox (Clark) in 110 Hassell or  
via e-mail. 

Office hours:  By appointment.  Check my office door, the Music Office, or the  
Alpha finger plan for my daily schedule. 
 

Professor:  Brian Ray, Associate Conductor and Accompanist 
Office:  111 Hassell Hall 
E-mail address:  rayb@rhodes.edu
Phone: #3775 (Office), 755-2142 (Home) 
 Call my home between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. only, except for  

emergencies.  If you want me to return your call, please leave your  
name, phone number, and several times when you can be reached.  You  
may also leave messages in my mailbox (Ray) in 110 Hassell or  
via e-mail. 

Office hours:  By appointment.  Check the Music Office for my daily schedule. 
 
 
I.  Course Description
 
The Rhodes Women’s Chorus is an auditioned ensemble of female singers, which 
rehearses three times weekly and earns one hour of academic credit.  The chorus  
performs several times each semester, both on campus and in the Memphis 
community.  Repertoire is selected from a variety of musical genres, including 
classical, folk, sacred, music theatre, and barbershop. 
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Because planning for choral ensembles must be done on an annual basis, it is 
important that membership in the group remain consistent throughout the year.  
Therefore, it is expected that students who register for this class in the fall 
semester will participate in the spring semester as well.  A student with 
unusual circumstances should discuss her situation individually with the 
director at the beginning of the fall term. 
 
The Rhodes Women's Chorus will, when possible, serve as a training ground for 
student conductors.  One or two selected music majors or minors, who sing in 
the ensemble, may be designated for music leadership roles in a given semester. 
 
II.  Course Objectives
 
1.  You will perform a variety of selected women’s choral literature using good 
vocal production, appropriate musical style, effective dramatic interpretation, 
and well executed choreography (if appropriate to genre). 
 
2.  You will describe the vocal improvement you have achieved during the 
semester. 
 
3.  You will demonstrate musical skills appropriate to your level of development. 
 
III.  Performance Calendar
 
First Presbyterian Church, Sunday morning worship service, October 28, 2001 
Informal lunchtime concert, Refectory, Saturday, Nov. 10, 2001 
Evergreen Presbyterian Church, Sunday morning service, November 11, 2001 
Campus Christmas tree lighting, Wednesday evening, Dec. 5, 2001 
 
IV.  Course Requirements
 
5. Attendance.  Because a musical ensemble is a “team  sport” and cannot  be  
engaged in alone, it is necessary that all members be regular in attendance at 
rehearsals.  Although 100% attendance is desirable, each singer is allowed three 
absences from regular weekly rehearsals without penalty during the semester.  
Each rehearsal missed beyond these three will cause the final course grade to be 
lowered by one increment (A to A-, etc.).  All absences are considered the same, 
whether missed for illness, school trips, medical appointments, or any other 
reason. No absences are permitted from performances and dress rehearsals.  
An absence from a dress rehearsal or performance will cause the final course 
grade to be  lowered by one entire letter (A to B, etc.)  Students who have any 
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problem with any aspect of this policy should discuss this with the professor at 
the beginning of the term. 
 
2.   Attitude.  The most important part of ensemble participation is being 
physically present.  Of almost equal importance is having a positive attitude 
during rehearsals and performances.  Any team is only as good as the weakest 
player.  Thus it is important for each singer to come to sessions well prepared 
and ready to give her full energy to the work of creating beautiful music.  If a 
student consistently demonstrates a poor attitude in rehearsals or performances, 
the director will confer with her privately about the problem.  A good grade in 
the course cannot be earned without a positive attitude. 
 
3.  Music.  All music for this ensemble is supplied by the Music Department.  
Each singer will be assigned a notebook of music at the beginning of the 
semester. The notebook of music must be returned in good condition at the 
end of the semester before the student is eligible to receive a grade in the 
course. 
 
4.  Equipment.  You should bring the following equipment to each rehearsal: 
(a)  your music notebook 
(b)  a sharpened pencil 
(c) (optional) small portable cassette recorder  (Recording segments of rehearsals 
may assist you in learning your music outside of class.) 
 
5. Outside Preparation.  Each singer is expected to do whatever outside practice  
may be needed in order for her to be well prepared for each ensemble rehearsal. 
 
6. Concert Dress.  Appropriate concert dress and stage make-up must be worn  
at all performances.  A costume committee will assist the director in determining 
concert attire for the 2001-2002 school year. 
 
7.  Concert Attendance.  An important part of learning any musical art is to hear 
performances by other artists.  Therefore, members of the Women’s Chorus are 
required to attend the McCoy Visiting Artists concert by the world-renowned 
Netherlands Choir on Monday, Nov. 12, 2001.  Failure to attend this concert will 
count as a double absence from rehearsals. 
 
8.   Final Examination.   The ultimate test of success in a performing ensemble is 
public performance.  There will be no other final exam. 
 
V.  Course Grading
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The grade in this course is dependent upon attendance and attitude.  See  
paragraphs 1, 2, and 7 above for specific details. 
 
Every aspect of the course will be viewed in light of the Honor Code of 
Rhodes College.  
 
NOTE:  The schedule and procedures in this course are subject to change in the 
event of extenuating circumstances. 
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REPERTOIRE 
 
Performance repertoire for the fall, 2001, semester will be selected from the 
following: 
 
 
A Clare Benediction -- John Rutter 
Beautiful Dreamer -- Stephen Foster 
Diamonds are a Girl's Best Friend -- Jule Styne 
Down by the Riverside -- arranged by Brant Adams 
Followers of the Lamb -- arranged by Tim Sharp 
I Saw Three Ships – arranged by Diane M. Clark 
I'm Afraid the Masquerade is Over -- Allie Wrubel 
In These Delightful Pleasant Groves -- Henry Purcell 
Laudamus Te (Gloria) -- Antonio Vivaldi (arr. By Tim Sharp/Vernon M. Whaley) 
Leave No Song Unsung -- Linda Steen Spevacek 
The Sisters -- Johannes Brahms 
The Slumber of the Infant Jesus -- Francois Auguste Gevaert 
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