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Bridwell Denies City""v
Decided On I-40 Routcoscs ne o s e

f By MORRIS CUNNINGHAM
From The Commercial Appeal Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON, Jan. 15. — Former Federal Highwa Advised of Bridwell’s reac-
Administrator Lowell K. Bridwell Friday declared the federdion, Vardaman declined com-
government did not leave the final decision on routing Inteyment. 1 am not gotng o get
state 40 through Overton Park to the Memphis City Counci,

Bridwell also denied clai

City Council did make the decision.
. His remarks came in response to statements made b7t Was made by Boyd with
|John W. Vardaman Jr., a ;
Washington attorney repre-

senting Citizens to Preserve
Overtqn Park and allied con-
servationist groups. Vardaman

df:\y Bridwell was prepared to
give the testimona. 11

(A -1

was asked about Vardaman’s
statement, made in the course
of oral arguments.

“Was the determination to
80 through Overton Park dele-
gated to the City Council?” he
was asked.

. “No, of course not,” Brid-
well replied.
. During the argu-
Jments, Justice John M, Harlan
wanted to know what Varda-
man proposed to show if the
high court remanded the case
to federal district court in
Memphis.
" “I would be able to show the
Department of Transportation
5 left the decision about the
K| route to the Memphis City
Council,” Vardaman replied.
Bridwell, now in private
ousiness here, expressed sur-
prise at Vardaman’s statement
and said he had not previously
1eard about it.

{

told the Supreme Court Mon-

In an interview, Bridwell °

“I don’t see how he could
say that, particularly since no

ridwell said. “If he thinks
that would be my testimeny, I
wonder why he has never con-
tacted me.

into a dispute with Mr. Brid-
well in the press.”

ms he is prepared to testify th Bridwell said the determina-
tion to go through Overton

“Bridwell’s recommendation.

. He said full consideration
. was given to federal laws re-
quiring there be ‘no feasible
and prudent alternative” and
he project include ““all possi-
ble planning minimize harm”
to the park.

Bridwell said the administra-
tive record, while not as de-
f tailed as it could be, is ade-
quate to show pertinent federal
statutes were considered and
followed.

The condition of the adminis-
trative record — the written
record of how and why Boyd
r-eached the decision to route
-40 through the park — isa
rnajor issue in the case. Var-
claman insists it is whol’ - inad-
4 ©quate. The government says
it is adequate thought not all it
should be.
4 The Overton Park decisio%
was made shortly after Con-
gress enacted the requirement
that there be “‘no feasible and
prudent alternative” to a park
route and that the project in-

Lowell K. Bridwell

—Staff Photo

“But the determination was
not delegated to the City Coun-
cil. That, in itself, would have
been illegal.

“I very strongly recom-

the previously approved align-
ment through the park be con-

tinued.
ARV
“Of course, it is extremely
unfortunate the route goes
through the park. It is a beau-
tiful park, exceedingly well de-
veloped. But it is g«question of
what part of town do you want
to tear up. It would be fine if
one could find an alternative
where the consequences are
less severe. Butthe fact is the
consequences would be more

severe.” = ©

Bridwell visited Memphis in
April, 1968, at a timé when the
council was on record oppos-
ing the park route. The council
voted on March 5, 1968, to ask
state "and federal officials to
reroute the highway around
the park or at least along the
park’s northern border.

He .met with councilmen and
other officials while in Mem-
phis. The council on April 4
rescinded its-resolution amid
regrets.

The Supreme Court now has
the Overton Park case, rooted
in 15 years of controversy, un-
der advisement. A decision
could come . at almost any
time. ' i

RS ST o - -

made of my meetings in Mem-

phis and no detailed recor dclude ‘‘all possible planning to!

minimize harm.” The Depart-
ment of Transportation had
not yet spelled out and adopted

was made of my presentation
to Secretary Boyd.

- Certainly from the stand-official determinative proce-

point of hindsight the adminis: qyres.

DSSITT — GOODWYN LIBRARIES

trative record is not what il “It is fair to criticize the
should have been. administrative record, not
only of the Overton Park de-
termination, but of other com-
parable determinations at that
point in time,”” Bridwell said.
“We tried to be fair in car-
rying out the law but in the
sense of a documentation of
the record, I probably did not
do a very good job of it. For
Nnstance, no transcript was
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mended to Secretary Boyd that
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