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Candidate List Narrowed In
Presidential Search

By Jean Norfon
Staff Writer

Following the January 21-22
Board of Trustees meeting, Rhodes
administrators provided additional
information regarding the progress
of the presidential search and
Rhodes President James Daughdrill's
post-retirement plans.

Chair of the Board of Trustees
Frank Mitchener, Jr., said in a Janu-
ary 27 memo to the Rhodes campus
community, “Dr. John Kuhnle and
Ms. Monisha Kaplan of Korn/Ferry
International [search firm] reported
that approximately 150 candidates
had applied, been nominated or re-
cruited.”

“At the request of the combined
Board and campus [search] commit-
tees, Dr. Kuhnle will now research
additional information on about two
dozen candidates,” Mitchener’s
memo stated.

The campus search committees
include the Staff Search Committee,
the Faculty Search Committee, and
the Student Search Committee, ac-
cording to Wendy Rotter, Director of
Major Gifts and Chair of the Staff
Search Committee.

“I feel very positive because of
the consensus between the [four
groups] regarding the candidates,”
Rotter said.

The candidates are all deans or
presidents at other liberal arts col-
leges, said Rotter. She added that all
the candidates have strong academic
and business backgrounds and that
all the candidates are male.

No one from Rhodes has been
nominated as a candidate, according
to Rotter.

One question raised by the
presidential search is whether or not
the financial backing secured by
Daughdirill for the College will con-

tinue after the president retires.

“Daughdrill has developed
with a number of key supporters
deep, strong, and meaningful re-
lations,” said Dean of Develop-
ment Arthur Criscillis.

According to “The Daughdrill
Legacy,” a pamphlet published by
Rhodes, Daughdrill has signifi-
cantly increased thé endowment
during his tenure at Rhodes. The
pamphlet states that Daughdrill
has come to know the benefactors
of Rhodes well and has encour-
aged them to increase their dona-
tions to the school.

Criscillis stated that the tran-
sition to a new president should
not decrease the financial backing
of the College.

Photo by Chris McKenzie

Assistant Professor of Math and Computer Science Eric Gottlieb, John
Quigley ('99), and Mike Wottle ('99) study in the newly refurbished
Buckman Library in Ohlendorf Hall. See related story, page 5.

Rhodes Prepares For Y2K Complications

By Ami Okasinski
Staff Writer

Rhodes administrators say that
the College anticipates few, if any,
computer-related problems regard-
ing the year 2000 (Y2K).

Best Internet Communications
(BIC), a corporation focused on
Internet- and computer-related
business concerns, explains on its
website that the potential for such
problems is traceable to the conven-
tion of using two-digit dates (for
example, “90” for 1990) in software.

According to BIC, the two-digit
system saves time and space but may
present major problems when com-
puter operators attempt to enter “00”
for 2000.

Computers will read the “00” as
“1900,” and the implications of the
error are widespread for everything
from record-keeping to machinery
operation.

Such problems can be avoided

through the use of four-digit dates
in software.

“Rhodes has been preparing for
Y2K for about four years,” said
Charles Lemond, Director of
Rhodes’ Computer Center. “When
the problem first became apparent,
we started modifying the adminis-
trative software.”

Lemond explained that this un-
dertaking has been complete for over
ayear.

The Computer Center software
written here on campus is also Y2K
compliant, Lemond added. He is
“confident it will work properly.”

The Office of the Registrar is also
prepared for Y2K, according to Reg-
istrar Glenn Munson.

“I don’t anticipate any prob-
lems,” Munson stated.

Munson explained that all
records, including those involving
scheduling, grades, and graduation,
have been changed to incorporate

four-digit dates.

According to Lemond and
Munson, several of the College’s
adapted programs have already been
successfully tested.

Lemond said that the biggest
unknown factor is the Internet.
However, he added that Rhodes has
received assurance from TecNet, its
Internet provider, that the program
that connects Rhodes to the Internet
is Y2K compliant.

Dean of Administrative Services
Allen Boone, who is acting as
Rhodes’ Y2K coordinator, also ex-
pressed confidence about College
compliance.

The problem has been handled
in three major areas, Boone stated.
Those areas are administrative op-
erating systems, Computer Center
systems, and the third-party vendors
the College relies on.

Boone reported that there are
only two major systems still in

progress. One is the bookstore,
which has a separate management
system.

“This project should be com-
plete within the next three months,”
Boone said.

The other area is the Lynx card

system, said Boone. Since the cards
are so widely used, this is a big con-
cern. However, the system is being
completely upgraded in April.

“In terms of critical applications,
I think we're in very, very good
shape,” Lemond said.
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EDITOR EDITORIAL OF THE SOU'WESTER Editor-in-Chief
bl e ‘ Melody Barnett
To the Editor This semester has undoubt- One of the hallmarks of de- cerned Rhodes students are Associate Editor
' edly been difficult for many pression and grief is a feeling of aware of this need and are cur- Mary McCoy
The brothers of Sigma Alpha Ep- members of the Rhodes com- immobility and helplessness. Itis rently working to meet it. Business Manager
silon fraternity wish fo thank all of munity. If the suffering brought important in those times not only In one residence hall this Karen Daniel
thase who have showed their con- on by loss, illness, anxiety, and to seek help from others, but also  week, students met in a com- Production Manager
cern and compassion for Bryan fear affects one of us, it affects to extend yourself to help others fortable and familiar environ- Brady Potts

us all, and now is the time for
us to call upon one another for
help and comfort.

But where do we go for help,
and what can we say if someone
turns to us? It can be as diffi-
cult to find the correct healing
words in these situations as it is
to trust another person with
one’s pain.

One characteristic of this
community, however, is the
strength of the bonds we seem
to form with one another, and
we are unique in the fact that
these bonds exist not only be-
tween students, but also be-
tween students and faculty.

Despite these bonds, there

Keane. Bryan was a beautiful per-
son who would always greet us with
a smile, handshake, and hug long
with @ wonderful compliment of genu-
ine warmth. Bryan pursued life with
fervor and his compassion for all was
exemplary. He was a model student,
friend, and brother; his memory will
always be lively and precious. As
we grieve we realize that having a
shoulder to lean on is a wonderful
thing, and many people have gone
out of their way to offer us just that.
We also offer our condolences to
those of you who knew him. All of
our thoughts and prayers are with
Bryan, his family, and his friends.
We all love you, Bryan.

Phi Alpha are times when an individual
The brothlerhood of Sigma Alpha needs the assistance of a trained
Epsilon and compassionate counselor

rather than the sympathy of a
friend. This does not mean,
however, that we should use the
existence of Rhodes’ highly pro-
fessional counseling facilities as
an excuse to stop listening to

A memorial service will be held in
honor of Bryan on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 3 at Montgomery Belle Acad-
emy in Nashville. The proceedings
will be held in the school gymnasium.

who share your situation.. There
are things that we cannot change with people they know. The for-
or help, but there are those that we  mat of the discussion provided
can. arespite from the kinds of meet-
In addition to supporting one  ings that can become more of a
another, we also need to know burdenthanahelp If individu-
when to encourage individuals to  als feel that this type of gather-
seek professional help. Our RAs ing would be beneficial, they
and the counseling center are should discuss coordinating one
trained to provide guidancein this  with their RAs or friends. We
matter. all spend a lot of time with
The Counseling Center offers people, but we don’t always take
both group and individual coun- time out to share our inner lives
_seling, as well as referrals to off-  with them.
‘campus mental health care An important part of the
providers. They prefer that stu- healing process is learning not
dents make appointments to en- to blame ourselves or others for
sure that students receive the best  the suffering around us. Rather,

ment to discuss their feelings

possible  attention,  but we can focus on healing our
accomodate walk-ins as quicklyas  community through mutual en-
possible. couragement and gratitude for

The center has also contracted
with UT Medical Group to provide
after-hours assistance to anyone
affiliated with Rhodes or con-
cerned about someone who is af-
filiated with Rhodes.

For those who would prefer
the confidence of a peer, con-

those who have provided aid
and comfort.

We at The Sou’wester extend
our deepest sympathies to the
friends and family of Bryan
Keane, and to others who may
be suffering due to the illnesses
or loss of loved ones.

Al are welcomed and encouraged | €ach other.

fo attend.

(Editor’s Note: There will be a

Rhodes campus service for Bryan CORRECTION:

A sports caption incorrectly identified
a swimmer last week as Matt
Reardon. The swimmer in the picture

Keane on Friday, February 5, at
5:00p.m. in the Evergreen Sanctu-

ary.) is Nick Grojean (*00)
Rhodes To Nowhere
By JustN BAKER

there are jnces we Know,
and thost We don’?...
...peop)e We')l meet

SR

whal,
this is oupr time b share,
50 hold on, be strond
and tel) someone ybu care.

peace to you bryaﬂfg_/ﬁ.

Get Involved.

The Editorial Staff of The
Sou’wester is composed of 12
students.

In May, 8 of these students will
graduate.

You do the math.

If you are interested in getting
involved in The Sou’wester, now
would be a good time.

Contact us at
souwester@rhodes.edu
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In Defense Of Memphis

MATTHEW SHIPE
WATCHING
THE DETECTIVES

Throughout my three years at this
fine institution I’ve been shocked and
dismayed by one thing: no professor,
administrator, or fellow student has
ever done anything to drive me to a
serious crisis of faith in humanity. The
only thing that has ever caused me
dismay was learning that a great num-
ber of students here do not like Mem-
phis. In fact, the heat that I'd been
catching off the streets was that a ma-
jority of students actually hate Mem-
phis and are looking forward to living
somewhere else.

How could this be so? I love
Memphis. I love it so much I would
actually marry it, for Memphis is in-
herently good. It falls under the cat-
egory of inherently ‘good things, a list
that includes such concepts as choco-
late mint ice cream and The White
Album.

So, good people of the Rhodes
community, ’'m going to tell you right
here that Memphis is indeed a won-
derful metropolis in which to abide.
Kind of like the land of Canaan. You
may think you don’t like Memphis,

but I'm telling you that if you think
that, then you are either just kidding
yourself or you're just plain wrong.
So, for your benefit, 'm going to give
you concrete reasons to see Memphis
with the same rose-colored glasses
that I do.

Before I give you the reasons
though, I'm going to clear up some
things about myself. You are prob-
ably asking yourselves, “What bias
does this Matthew fellow have?” 1
mean, I have to have some kind of
agenda, right? ,

No, I don’t work for the Memphis
Chamber of Commerce or any other
city agency that might profit from me
praising the merits of this fair town. I
am in no way a zombie of the admin-
istration sent to produce pro-Mem-
phis propaganda to make you think
that you enjoy going here any more
than you actually do. And me liking
Memphis has nothing to do with the
fact that I'm from Northport, Ala-
bama and that this is the first real city
that I've ever been in. I'm notamazed
by the paved roads or the running
water. I've seen plenty of cities and,
still, I actually enjoy spending time in
Memphis.

Reason #1 — It’s the home of
some of the greatest music ever
known to mankind. Quite simply,
Memphisis the home of “rock’ n’ roll.”

We've got Graceland, which is our
country’s only place of sacred pilgrim-
age. A young Bruce Springsteen
climbed the walls one night after mid-
night, trying to catch a glimpse of
Presley. Jerry Lee Lewis even went so
far as to open fire on it. A house with
this much history must add some
value to this city.

Besides Elvis, Memphis has an
unbelievably rich musical tradition.
Soul music wouldn'’t even be on the
map if it weren’t for Stax records here
in Memphis. All the great soul songs
of the sixties came from this town.
Memphis has also brought forth such
important artists as the Reverend Al
Green, Booker T and the MG’s, and
Big Star. Sun Studios downtown is a
national monument. Everyone from
Elvis to Johnny Cash to BB King to
U2 has recorded there. The musical
influence of Memphis is immeasur-
able, and it would fill up more space
than this mere column allows, so I'will
move on now.

Reason #2 — Memphis provides
good barbeque. Now, I don’t know
about you, but one of my criteria in
judging the livability of a town is the
quality of the barbeque that it offers.
From the Rendezvous to Corky’s the
ribs in this town are outstanding.
Now, they don’t quite meet the high
standards established by Tuscaloosa’s

€

own Dreamland (those of you from
T-town will know what I'm talking
about and, if not, you should be
ashamed of yourself). But besides
Dreamland, Memphis ribs just can’t
be beat. And come to think about it,
how could you live in a city that
didn’t have good ribs? Ribs are
manna sent from the heavens. If you
can’t eat good ribs, you might as well

‘not eat.

Reason #3 — Beale Street. Take
away the Hard Rock and all of those
other “touristy” places and you've
got a pretty swinging place. Step in-
side the Rum Boogie Cafe and you'll
know what I mean. See a show at
the New Daisy. Watch that goat at
Silky’s drink beer. You can see chil-
dren doing cartwheels on the street
on a Friday night. You can go down
a few blocks and feed the ducks at
the Peabody. Or you can simply
hang out on the street. Go down
there on a Saturday and catch a blues
band laying it down in the middle
of the street for free. Can you get
that in Atlanta, Dallas, St. Louis, or
Miami? And if so, would the blues
be half as good?

Reason #4 - Howard’s Donuts/
CK’s. Now the doughnuts at
Howard’s are not the world’s great-
est. In fact, if you walk in there at
three in the morning, they are most

likely going to be stale, but that
doesn’t matter. The place has atmo-
sphere. There’s nothing better when
you have a twelve page paper due the
next day than one of their cream
filled thingamajigs (that’s their sci-
entific name) and a cup of coffee/
carton of chocolate milk. It’s what I
lived off of my first year.

CK’s falls under the same classi-
fication as Howard’s. If you love pro-
crastination, this is your Mecca. The
service is slow and they will continu-
ally refill your cup of coffee. A great
way to spend four or five hours.

Reason #5— Memphis-in-May.

Speaks for itself.
Reason #6 — Memphis is the
promised land spoken of in the He-

brew Bible. Forget Moses. He didn’t
know where he was going. Mempbhis
is the true promised land, a land of
milk and honey.

Well, I think I've made my point.
How could you not love Memphis
now? In fact, you should dancing
with joy and happiness upon read-
ing this and realizing that you’re liv-
ing in God’s chosen land. If you still
don’t like Memphis, there is nothing
I can do for you. You can’t be re-
deemed. Maybe that is a little harsh.
You can continue disliking Mem-
phis. It just depends on whether or
not you enjoy being wrong.

Fear And Loathing At Craigmont High

I have never had a great deal of
patience with people my age who
complain about how old they feel, but
recently, I've begun to empathize with
them a little.

This probably all started about a
week ago when I had a dream that I
robbed a gas station, stole six cartons
of cigarettes,and was promptly appre-
hended by the police after a high speed
chase through a shopping mall.

Those who know me would
probably say that for all of my anti-
establishment, rabble-rouser,
countercultural lip service, I am as
anal-retentive and high-strung as they
come. My dreams are always anxiety
dreams. My homework is always
done. I lay out my clothes at night

. before I go to bed. I drive like

somebody’s grandmother. I still kiss
my mother on the lips.

Now, I've never even stolen a tube
of lipstick or a pack of gum, so, it sur-
prised me that my subconscious en-
joyed breaking the law so much, that
I felt no guilt, no fear that such an in-
cident would “go down on my per-
manent record.”

That is, it surprised me until [ re-
alized that my life has recently suffered
from a tremendous lack of spontane-
ity. I've become Ms. McCoy to about
120 seventh graders, the queen of the
three R’s (responsibility, respectabil-
ity, and rational behavior). I'm an
example to America’s youth,and [am
sorely afraid.

‘This sudden fear has been com-
pounded by the fact that I know what
I'll be doing, where I'll be doing it,and
how much I'll be making at it next
year. In many ways, this is a tremen-
dous relief. In others, this only suc-
ceeds in making me feel stodgy and
practical.

When I talk to a lot of my
friends, I find that they’ve always
harbored some crazy, impractical
post-graduation dream. Something
that would make them happy. I
don’t think I’ve ever entertained a
dream like this in my entire life, with
the possible exception of the time I
got my work-study check and fan-
tasized about running off to Mexico
with it to sell buckets of Corona on
the beach.

What it comes down to is essen-
tially my fear that, in favor of having
a plan, I’ve made a safe decision that
may or may not be the right one. Not
that my beer shack scheme is par-
ticularly wisdom-infused, but you
get the idea.

In response to my current anxi-
ety, which [ am sure has descended
upon most Rhodes seniors like some
Hebrew Bible pestilence (business
and economics majors excepted), I
have begun committing as many acts
of spontaneity as possible in the are-
nas of my life that have nothing to

do with the future. Although this is
something akin to giving myself a
pedicure to make me feel better
about my gangrenous foot, it helps
a little.

My newly acquired philosophy
has even helped me at Craigmont
Middle School. The other day, this
rather loud and class-clownish sev-
enth grader announced to a study
hall class that he was going to “beat
up the student teacher” when my su-
pervising teacher left the room. I was
trying to figure out how to deal with
said child, when suddenly it occurred
to me that I could either handle the
situation like an adult or handle it
like a seventh grader.

And I said, “Oh Frank...I could
50000 take you down.”

(Okay, so it probably wasn’t a
classroom managemgnt strategy that
might be recommended in an edu-
cation textbook. Deal with it.)

Frank then proposed an arm-
wrestling match. I accepted the chal-
lenge.

(And no, I do not make a prac-
tice of whomping on small children,
but really, this kid is just about as big
as me. | promise.)

I then proceeded to beat Frank
twice in arm-wrestling in front of
four very cute little seventh grade
girls.

It wasn’t easy. My arm was sore
the next day.

Anyhow, Frank was a good sport,
congratulated me on my wins, and
spent the rest of class popping his
joints in and out of socket to impress
the girls in the class. I felt like my-
self again.

As I rehash this story, I'm begin-
ning to feel better about my decision
to become a teacher, and am regain-
ing faith in my abilities to take on
the positive attributes of adulthood
without becoming some kind of er-
rand-running, bill-paying, cable-
watching automaton — even if [ am
starting to like the way I look in my
interview suit.

I pretend I’'m Scully.






























