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Department of International Studies 

 

IS 285: Politics of Central and Eastern Europe 

 

 

 

Fall 2008       Prof. Nuray V. Ibryamova 

T-Th 11-12:15 pm      Office Hours: MW 11-12:30 

410  Rhodes Tower       118 Buckman Hall 

        e-mail: ibryamovan@rhodes.edu 

 

 

Course Description: 

 

The course examines the past and present political, economic, and social landscape in Central 

and Eastern Europe, with particular emphasis on the diversity of post-communist 

transformations.  It has four main components.  First, the course presents students with the 

historical, cultural, social and political specificities of Central and Eastern Europe as a distinct 

region, as well as the diversity within the area itself.  Second, it introduces them to political, 

governmental, and economic institutions and processes associated with non-democratic and 

democratic regimes in the region.  Third, the course explores the domestic and international 

factors that influenced the course and success of the transitions to democracy and market 

economy, including the prospective memberships in the EU and NATO.  Finally, the course 

looks at the current state of Central and East European societies, with emphasis on the most 

pressing problems they face. 

 

 

Required Books: 

 

Rotshchild, Joseph and Nancy M. Wingfield, Return to Diversity: A Political History of East 

Central Europe Since World War II.  Fourth Edition.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007. 

 

Wolchik, Sharon L.  and Curry, Jane L. eds.  Central and East European Politics: From 

Communism to Democracy.  Plymouth: Littlefield Publishers, 2008.  

 

Ash, Timothy Garton.  The Magic Lantern.  New York: Random House, 1990. 

 

Additional readings, marked with * are placed on reserve at Barret Library. 
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Course Requirements: 

 

Quizzes: There will be two unannounced quizzes on the readings over the course of the 

semester.   

 

Exams:  There will be two exams in this course: a mid-term and a final.  The mid-term 

examination will take place on October 2
nd.

  The final examination will take place on December 

13
th

, 2008. 

 

Book Review: Each student will write a brief, 6-8 page review of the following book: 

 

Todorova, Maria.  Imagining the Balkans.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1997. 

 

In addition to a summary of the main arguments, the review should also contain a critique of the 

validity of the book‟s claims.  The book review will be due December 9
th

.   

 

Research Paper: Students will select a country that interests them and will follow 

political/social events taking place in that country throughout the semester.  Brief (3-5 min) 

reports will be given twice during the semester by each student.  Based on their monitoring, 

students will write a paper on a topic of their choice, approved by the instructor.  The topics must 

be related to the political or social institutions and/or processes taking place in your chosen 

country.  Further information on the paper will be provided at a later time.  The length of the 

paper should be 12-15 pages.  The paper is due on November 25
th

.     

 

Attendance and Participation:  Students are expected to attend class regularly and participate 

in the class discussion.  Students who accumulate four or more unexcused absences will have 

their grade for the class lowered by a full letter. 

 

 

Quizzes       10% 

Mid-Term Examination     25% 

Final Examination      25% 

Book Review       10% 

Research Paper      20% 

Attendance and Participation     10% 

Total      100% 

 

 

Grading Scale: 

 

A 93-100 %  C+ 78-79   D- 62-60 

A- 92-90   C 77-73   F 60- 

B+ 88-89   C- 72-70 

B 87-83   D+ 68-69 

B- 82-80   D 67-63 
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Course Policies: 

 

There will be no make-up exams unless the instructor has been notified ahead of time.  If a 

student cannot attend an examination, s/he must advise the instructor as soon as possible, and 

prior to the day of the exam.  If the student has a valid and documented excuse, s/he will be 

allowed to take the exam before the regularly scheduled exam time.   

 

Late papers will be lowered by half a letter grade for each day they are late.  Papers submitted a 

week after their due date will not be accepted.  If the student has a valid and documented excuse 

and has notified the instructor ahead of time, s/he may be allowed to submit the paper at a later 

time. 

 

Papers submitted electronically will not be accepted.  Students must submit their written work to 

the professor in hard copy. 

 

Students are expected to complete all assigned readings on time and to participate in class 

discussions.  In order to make informed and insightful comments the students need to keep up 

with current events pertaining to the European Union.  Therefore, the students are strongly 

encouraged to follow on a daily basis a reputable newspaper, such as The New York Times (at 

www.nytimes.com), or international media sources such as The Economist at 

(www.economist.com), and Financial Times (www.ft.com).   

  

It is understood that the students will observe the Honor Code of Rhodes College.  Any evidence 

of academic dishonesty or plagiarism will result in a failing grade and notification of college 

officials.     

 

Every effort will be made to accommodate students with disabilities.  To do so as effectively as 

possible, students who need special accommodations should identify themselves to the instructor 

at the beginning of the semester. 

 

This syllabus is subject to change. 

 

 

Course Schedule: 

 

Week 1: 

8/28   Introduction to the Course 

 

 

Week 2 

9/2   Michael Roskin, Caught between Empires* 

   Milan Kundera, The Tragedy of Central Europe* 

   Berend, Ivan T.  “The Historical Evolution of Eastern Europe as a  

Region,” International Organization.  40.2 (1986): 329-346. 

    

    

http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.economist.com/
http://www.ft.com/
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9/4   Rothschild and Wingfield, Ch. 1: The Interwar Background 

    

 

Week 3 

9/9   Rothschild and Wingfield, Ch. 2: World War II 

 

9/11   Rothschild and Wingfield, Ch. 3: The Communists Come to Power 

    

 

Week 4 

9/16   Linz and Stepan: Non-Democratic Regime Types* 

   Vaclav Havel: Power of the Powerless* 

 

9/18   Rothschild and Wingfield, Ch. 4: The Dialectics of Stalinism and Titoism 

    

Week 5 

9/23   Rothschild and Wingfiled, Ch. 5: Attempts for Reassertion 

    

9/25   Rothschild and Wingfield, Ch. 6: A Precarious Stalemate 

    

 

Week 6 

9/30   Rothschild and Wingfield, Ch. 7: The Various Endgames 

   Ash, “The Year of Truth” 

 

10/2   Mid-Term Exam 

    

 

Week 7 

10/7   Wolchik and Curry, Ch. 2: The Political Transition 

    

10/9   Wolchik and Curry, Ch. 3: Recreating the Market 

 

Week 9 

10/14 Wolchik and Curry, Ch. 4: Ethnicity, Nationalism and the Expansion of 

Democracy 

 

10/16 White et al., Executive Leadership* and Structures of Representation* 

 

    

Week 10 

10/21   FALL RECESS 

 

10/23 White et al., Electoral Systems* and Political Parties*  
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Week 11 

10/28 Wolchik and Curry, Ch. 5: Women‟s Participation in Post-Communist 

Politics 

    

10/30 Wolchik and Curry, Ch. 6: EU Accession and the Role of International 

Actors 

 

 

Week 12   

11/4    Wolchik and Curry, Ch. 7: Security Issues: NATO and Beyond 

        

11/6   Wolchik and Curry, Ch. 8: Poland: The Politics of „God‟s Playground 

Ash, Warsaw: The First Election 

   Jeffrey Sachs, Poland‟s Return to Europe*  

 

 

Week 13 

11/11   Wolchik and Curry, Ch. 9: The Czech and Slovak Republics: Two Paths  

to the Same Destination 

 Ash, Prague: Inside the Magic Lantern   

 

11/13 Movie: Kolya 

 

 

Week 14 

11/18 Wolchik and Curry, Ch. 10: Hungary: Dealing with the Past and Moving 

into the Present     

   Ash, Budapest: The Last Funeral 

   

11/20 Wolchik and Curry, Ch. 11: The Baltic States: Remembering the Past, 

Building the Future    

 

 

Week 15 

11/25 Wolchik and Curry, Ch. 12: Bulgaria: Progress and Development 

   Paper Due 

 

11/27   THANKSGIVING BREAK 

 

 

Week 16 

12/2 Wolchik and Curry, Ch. 13: Former Yugoslavia and Its Successors  

  

12/4 Wolchik and Curry, Ch. 14: Romania Since 1989: Living Beyond the Past 
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Week 17 

12/9   Wolchik and Curry, Ch. 15: Ukraine: Muddling Along 

   Final Exam Review 

   Book Review Due 


