I "4#3% %

& (

OCH++, (-,-(-

0+) (*10%2(2
00



http://hdl.handle.net/10267/6929

| The Sow’wester

No. 9

> Vol. 75

Rhodes College

Thursday, November 3, 1988

"I Students Support
.1 Bush; Facuity,

-1 Administration

"1 Overwhelmingly
for Dukakis in

- Gampus Poll

Rhodes’ Poll Results

Students Faculty Admin. Staff
Bush 356 (55%) 9(24%) 2(20%) 13 (52%)
Dukakis 265 (42%) 28 (74%) 8 (80%) 11 (44%)
Other 22(3%) 1(2%) O -4 (4%)

students at the Halloween Carnival Friday.

| Briefly

New parking decals are available
at Security. All those who have not
re-registered their cars this year —
students, faculty and staff — are
asked to come by the Security of-
fice and do so.

Security will not be issuing tic-
kets for ‘‘expired’’ stickers for
awhile yet, but they urge everyone
to come and re-register their vehi-
cle as soon as possible.

Campus Green has expanded
their recycling effort to include
paper. Boxes for the collection of
waste paper are located in the Biol-
ogy, History, Physics, and
Chemistry offices and outside the
computer center on third floor
Palmer. A box for collecting news-
paper is located in the student mail-
room.

by Frank Howell

“To me, R.E.A.P. is an opportunity
to help somebody besides myself. It
makes me feel proud of myself. If I can
help others to do better, then I can do
better also. Coming here (to Rhodes)
makes me really want to go to college. I
look at the way people communicate
and I see it as an enjoyable place.”
Monica Reed, 11th grade R.E.A.P.
participant.

R.E.A.P. (Rhodes Education Al-
ternative Program) was a program
developed and implemented by pro-
fessors at Rhodes that brings public
school childreén into the Rhodes
community and enhances their abil-
ity to ‘‘reap’’ the full benefits of edu-
cational opportunities available to
them.

“R.E.A.P. provides support sys- -

tem for elementary and secondary
students who, for one reason or
other, do not have that support sys-
tem at the time,’’ said Dr. Gail

" R.E.A.P. Provides Support System

McClay, Chair of Rhodes’ Depart-
ment of Education and developer of
the program.

Last year, after an intensive inter-
view process, fifteen 10th graders,
fifteen 7th graders, and thirty 4th
graders were chosen to participate.
The 10th graders are put in charge of
two 4th graders and a 7th grader.
Also, Rhodes students come and
help all of the youngsters, who attend

~ Vollintine Elementary, Cypress

Junior High, and Northside High
School. ‘

This year, the program continues
with the same group as last year on
Monday and Wednesday afternoons
in Clough Hall. Each group has gone
up a level, and in two years, new
fourth graders will be picked and the
previous 4th and 7th graders will be
the 7th graders and 10th graders, re-
spectively. .

It is supposed to be a self-help

'(Continued On Page 6)

“MONSTERS” MIRED

IN CONTROVERSY

by Beverly Burks

Much controversy was generated
by the removal of Neighborhood
Texture Jam from last Saturday’s
‘“‘Monsters of Rhodes’’ concert. The
band was pulled after complaints

were voiced by students, faculty and -

administrators, who objected to
some of the themes depicted and lan-
guage used in the group’s songs. A
““libretto’” containing lyrics to NTJ
songs was distributed by band mem-
bers around campus, including the
refectory and in the faculty mailroom
prior to the weekend event. Ac-
cording to Director of Student Ac-
tivities Laura Miller, objections were
raised from all sectors of the Rhodes
community who were offended by
the band’s depictions of sexual vio-
lence, including gang rape, and drug
use.

After a deluge of complaints, the
decision to pull the band from Satur-
day night’s lineup was made by Stu-
dent Social Commissioners Melissa
Bentley and Ann Haight, in conjunc-
tion with Miller, and Deans Kovach
and Shandley. Responding to the
question of whether NTJ’s removal
constituted censorship, Miller re-
sponded, ‘‘The point is, we don’t
censor what comes on campus, in
terms of what songs bands want to
sing. We weren’t censoring music as
much as we were responding to the
desires, I believe, of a large part of

'SMART Sponsors Sex

by Thomas H. Conner

The moral issue of sexual activity
on the Rhodes College campus and
the plea for students to act responsi-
bly in these sexually treacherous
times has risen once again this year.

Last year a group of students
proposed the idea of selling condoms
on campus. The proposal was swiftly
rejected by the President of the Col-
lege and the Board of Trustees.
Nonetheless, the subject was intro-
duced again at the September 6
Roundtable meeting. The question
arising out of debate over the issue
was whether premarital sex is an
issue of right or wrong or whether it
is a choice of an alternative lifestyle:
After full discussion, the College’s
decision was that condoms would
not be sold on this campus.

However, discussion of responsi-
ble sex was not limited to the
Roundtable. The issue was discussed
at this year’s leadership retreat. The
Committee for Social and Political
Action (CSPA) has taken on the con-
cern and has formed a sub-
committee called SMART (Students
Must Act Responsibly Today) to deal
with the issue. Their goal is to edu-
cate the student body, faculty, and

the campus community.’” She
pointed out that other campus groups
had been reprimanded for similar
sexually offensive behavior or
notices.

Social Commissioner Haight said,
““The decision had nothing to do with

"censorship of the band’s music; had

the band not put out the librettos
there would have been no problem,
but since Social Commission spon-
sored this event, Melissa and I felt
responsible for the offensive lyrics
forced upon many faculty and stu-
dents and that’s why we asked NTJ
not to play. It is unfortunate that the
other two Saturday bands backed
out, because student money was
wasted on an event that didn’t hap-
pen.”’ The other bands scheduled for
Saturday night, Placebo Vacation
and Shades of Suede, decided not to
play in protest of the decision to re-
move NTJ. '
Responding to the criticisms, NTJ
lead singer and lyricist Joe Lapsley
said: ‘‘Neighborhood Texture Jam
does not endorse or promote un-
healthy sexual attitudes or gang rape.
Also, we were never asked about
anything, just told that we weren’t

. playing.”” He pointed out that the

distribution of lyric sheets is some-
thing the band does before every
performance and added, ‘‘Neither
the reading of the librettos or the at-
tendance of the concert was compul-

29

sory.

Education Program

staff about sexual practices and the
new danger of AIDS. -

‘“We are not tackling this controv-
ersial issue for the sake of being con-
troversial,”’ said Rob Campbell, one
of SMART’s organizers. ‘‘We want
to promote mature, responsible
decision-making about sexual activ-
ity. The attitude of embarrassment
about the issue of sex needs to
change.”

SMART is preparing for some pre-
sentations to Rhodes students. They
plan to take a survey soon to study
the level of sexual activity on this
campus and students’ attitudes to-
ward precautionary actions.
SMART will be distributing infor-
mation pamphlets from the Red
Cross about sexual activity and
AIDS protection in each residence
hall. SMART is also building a pre-
sentation on safe sex to take to vari-
ous student groups on campus to
further the sexual education.

This February, SMART and the
Center for Counseling and Career
Services will sponsor AIDS Aware-
ness Week to educate students on the
widespread threat of the disease.

‘‘Even Rhodes students can get

(Continﬁed On Page 2) .
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Issues, Priorities Make
Dukakis The Choice

Doug Halijan

This Tuesday the 1988 Presidential campaign will be over. The campaign has
been negative, superficial, and far too often, boring. Polis show that many
Americaris are not impressed with either candidate and voter turn-out is
likely to be lower than at any time in the last twenty years. Neither George
Bush nor Michael Dukakis have distinguished themselves in either their
campaign style or campaign rhetoric. Bush has run a bitter, negative cam-
paign focusing on non-Presidential issues. Dukakis’ campaign has been life-
less and failed, until it was too late for many voters, to refute outrageous
charges about the Massachusetts prison furlough program, his A.C.L.U.
membership, and the Pledge of Allegiance. The New York Times said that
instead of acting like candidates for President, Bush has run like a candidate
for Grand Inquisitor while Dukakis has run like a nominee for Plant Superin-
tendent. But regardless of how bad this campaign has been, Americans must
choose one to be President for the next four years. Polls show that Bush has

- run, by far, the more effective campaign. But it is clearly Michael Dukakis
who possesses the capabilities, values, and committments the nation needs in
its next president.

While Dukakis can not take as much credit as he has for the ‘‘Mas-
sachusetts miracle,”” he has been a very successful governor. Bush has a
resume full of prestigious appointed positions, but made few lasting achieve-
ments in any of them. Dukakis has far more actual executive experience than
Bush and his record demonstrates competence, intelligence, and the willing-
ness to make tough decisions that Bush seems likely to avoid.

Dukakis’ three terms as Governor of Massachusetts have distinguished

him in the eyes of fellow governors in both parties. He has been the sponsor of

innovative policies in the fields of child-care, welfare reform, and, of par-
ticular interest to us, education. Dukakis has proposed an innovative new
college loan program, and promises federal help in teacher recruiting and
curriculum enhancement for the nation’s elementary and high schools. Bush
has been vice-president in an administration that cut back student loan
programs, tuition grants, school lunch programs for poor children and tried to
abolish the Department of Education.

Dukakis, given his record and the values he has demonstrated throughout
his political career, is also the better choice to deal with many social problems
facing the nation. The number of people living in poverty and the number of
homeless American families has increased steadily during the Reagan ad-
ministration. Dukakis’ managerial competence and executive experience
make him a better choice than Bush to deal with these problems in an
effective, fiscally responsible way. Dukakis is also committed to a national
health insurance plan modeled after the one he began in Massachusetts — a
plan which helps insure that one’s health is not connected to one’s financial
situation. -

It is also Dukakis who respects a woman’s right of reproductive freedom.
He also respects civil rights and seems likely to take steps to reverse the
dismal Reagan administration record in this area. There is no question that
Dukakis is also the better choice to protect the environment — his efforts in
Massachusetts have been a model to the nation and Bush’s recent promises
on environmental issues ring hollow in light of the Reagan record.

On the most important issue of this campaign, Dukakis is again preferable
to his opponent. The next president will have to begin dealing with the
enormous federal deficit. Dukakis is clearly prepared to make, as he has
repeatedly said, the ‘‘tough choices’ that will have to be made. Defense
spending will have to be cut. As a last resort, Dukakis has said he will raise
taxes rather than mortage not only our future but the future of our children
and grandchildren. Bush has promised another tax cut for the rich, that may
stimulate business but will also drive us further down the road to economic
disaster through the loss of billions of tax dollars.

Dukakis has no foreign policy experience and that, certainly, gives Bush an
advantage in that area. Inexperienced though he is, however, there is little
actual difference between the two on strategic or defense policy. Many
believe that for the first time since the early sixties, the nation is close to a
truly bipartisan foreign policy. And unlike Bush, Dukakis realizes that the
nation’s defense and foreign policy initiatives are linked to economic stability
at home. Bush never met a weapons system he didn’t like and seems unlikely
to effectively manage defense spending and or the domestic economy in
general. Republicans should remember that Reagan was elected in 1980 after
naving two terms as governor of a major state and no experience in foreign
policy.

Voters should look past the rhetoric offered on both sides to the issues
facing our country today. Of the two candidates, Michael Dukakis offers the
better combination of executive experience and innovative policy ideas to not
only solve today’s problems, but to prepare for the future as well. The next
President will have to deal with the problems of poverty and homelessness,
and will have to manage the nation’s defenses in view of larger economic
constraints, and most importantly, begin to bring the budget and trade deficits
under control. Michael Dukakis is better suited to these tasks and should be
our next President.

Letters to the Editor

To the Edifor:

I am writing this letter in regard to
the events of this past weekend. As a
student of this college and a member
of the Social Commission, I am very
disgusted with the way the issue of
Neighborhood Texture Jam’s lib-
retto and consequently, their per-
formance, was handled.

The first issue raised in the letter
distributed among the students exp-
laining NTJ’s cancellation was the
fact that many people had been of-
fended by ‘‘the content (of the lib-
retto) and the unsolicited manner in
which these lyrics had been imposed
on them.”’ Since when has this been
an issue in literature that is distri-
buted on this campus? Personally, I

To the Editor: y
I was in the Student Center on
Monday and encountered some

" political activists putting up signs

which read ‘‘Stop Bush.’’ Very ob-
jectively, I asked them if they could
give me a reason to vote for Gover-
nor Dukakis. Their explanation con-
sisted of one statement: His eyeb-
rows are big.

That was only one of the many
examples of political ignorance that
I’ve heard from the Democratic sup-
porters on this campus. This cam-
paign is not about eyebrows, or Wil-

- lie Horton, or Dan Quayle’s college

transcript. It’s about the fate of our
country for the next four years, and
we are privileged with making that
decision.

I hope that anyone who is going to
vote on November 8th has some tan-
gible facts to work from. In case they
don’t, I'll spell out a few. We have
entered a new age of negotiations
with the USSR but are not pushing
ourselves into reckless and weak
positions. Inflation is down to 4.2%.
Unemployment is below 6%. Our
manufacturing capacity is well over
80% (which most consider to be the
best attainable). Our GNP is also
growing by about 3%.

The leftist camp has made a gross
issue of the national deficit. Dukakis
claims he can reduce it, but at what
expense? He wants to cut military
spending and concentrate more on

am offended when I find a pamphlet
under the door telling me about a
Fundamentalist church’s view about
the end of the world.

Furthermore, I don’t care about
the Bacchus coffee house, the next
meeting of the marketing group, or
the latest bookstore sale, but I still
receive these notices in my box. I
would advise those who, in the fu-
ture, are confronted with something
they don’t want to read: Do with it as
I did with the things I just mentioned
. . . throw it away! Maybe these stu-
dents and faculty should have consi-
dered the libretto as a warning. If you
don’t want to hear the lyrics, don’t
come to the show.

‘Finally, let me say that I do not

blame Melissa and Ann for their de-

cision. I blame those who com-
plained and put these two in such a
difficult position. Through their ac-
tions they denied the rest of us the
chance to see a very talented band
for free, a chance we may not get
again. They also seemed to have for-
gotten why Joe Lapsley (NTJ lead
singer) organized this event — for the
soup kitchen. This group’s inability
to pick up the sarcasm that accom-

panies the majority of NTJ’s lyrics -

has cost us a great deal more than a
chance to see NTJ in action. I fear
this will establish a trend on this
campus. There is no room for cen-
sorship at a LIBERAL arts college.

Drew Burchenal

Committee

(Continued From Page 1)

AIDS,” Campbell said. ‘“The stu-
dents here know about the disease
and how to protect themselves, but
no one thinks it will happen to them,
and a lot of people are not protecting
themselves.”

Steve Musick, Chaplain to the
College, said that each graduating

- class from now on is likely to have at

least one HIV-positive person. This
is what SMART hopes to prevent,
Campbell said, by continuing to
work to get information and pre-
cautionary aides to students who
need them.

internal affairs. It’s evident that the
only thing he knows anything about
is increasing the bureaucracy and
making government ‘‘bigger.”’ He
doesn’t understand the dangers of
disarmament. The Governor has
never had to negotiate with the rest
of the world. Remember that Jimmy
Carter advocated much of what
Dukakis is saying about human rights
and social welfare. Is America going
to have to suffer through the poor

- relations and half-hearted responses

reminiscent of the late seventies?
To quote an editorial in the Geor-

gia Tech newspaper: Dukakis

selected a conservative as Vice-

President just so Bentsen could oc-
casionally step into the Oval Office,
slap Dukakis in the face and say,
‘“Wake up, Mike, your Harvard days
are over; this is the real world.”
Dukakis brings with him naive
idealism which endangers our coun-
try. We cannot afford on-the-job
training for the next President. I'm
not saying that Bush is the ideal can-
didate, but there are definitely more
reasons to vote against Dukakis. We
need to ‘‘Stop Dukakis.’’ Look to the
facts instead of the slogans. Please
vote; and please make your decision
wisely.

Michael Robbins

b

The Sou’wester is the official
student newspaper of Rhodes Col-
lege. It is published every Thursday
throughout the fall and spring
semesters with the exception of
holidays and exam periods. The of-
fice is #10 in the Briggs Student
Center. Staff meetings are held there
each Tuesday night at 6:00 and all
students are welcome to attend.

Interested parties are encouraged
to write letters to the Editor, which
may. be delivered to the office or
sent via campus mail. Any letter for
publication may be edited for
clarity, length, or libelous content.
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