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At least three people suffered
head and face injuries at Pennsyl-
vania State University (University
Park, PA) in a face-off between a
mob and police following Penn
State’s loss to Temple on Friday.
Traffic signs, light posts, and win-
dows were broken by a police-esti-
mated mob of 4000. Officers in
riot gear first attempted to control
the crowd, and then dispersed
them with pepper spray when a
traffic sign was toppled. The uni-
versity attempted to advertise alter-
native events after hearing rumors
that a riot might occur. A gather-
ing occurred in the same location
after Penn State’s upset of North
Carolina on March 18, but there
was no violence. Similar unrest
occurred in the summers of 1998
and 2000. Many of the attendees
were there to watch the action with
cameras and cell phones in tow.

Vanderbilt University (Nash-
ville, TN) Centennial Professor of
Philosophy John Lachs wrote a
proposal ten years ago that has re-
cently come to light. The proposal
advocates allowing students to al-
locate between 5 and 10 percent of
their tuition to professors based on
their merit. He argues that this will
raise the merit of professors by al-
lowing student feedback to regulate
their salary. The administration
thinks that as of now, Lach’s proposal
is praiseworthy, but not feasible.

A Harvard University (Boston,
MA) newspaper staff writer Justin
Fong’s article on the “self-segrega-
tion” of Asians at Harvard has gen-
erated a larger reaction that he
expected. The article was intended
to be a satire, and indicate to all
groups who segregate themselves
that people are interested in what is
behind the division. The article has
generated many reactions, including
protests from minority groups and
proposals for an on-camera inter-
view by ABC News. The article has
been described by students as every-
thing from “a good article,” to “irre-
sponsible journalism,” to racist.
Fong argues that the article
“whipped them [Harvard students]
out of their comfort zones.”

Burch program rethinks role
after funding changes

By Margie Hall

News Editor

The Day Foundation, which has
funded the scholarships for the 4
year-old Burch Scholars program,
has decided to no longer fund the
scholarship portion of the Burch
program for next year’s freshmen
class. Current Burch Scholars will
retain their scholarships until their
graduation, but no Burch scholar-
ships will be funded next year.

According to Marie Lindquist,
Director of Student Orientation
and Leadership Programs, the Day
Foundation primarily funds short-
term programs to promote literacy.
Most scholarship programs funded
by this organization are temporary,
and take over their own funding af-
ter a few years. Current efforts for
funding are focused on maintain-
ing the program as a campus lead-
ership program, and more
long-term efforts will be towards
continuing the scholarship aspect of
the program after the immediate
need for funding is answered.

Lindquist added that the school
has learned that an endowment will
be necessary to reinstate the schol-
arships. This will provide a more
stable base for the scholarships and
alleviate the possibility of scholar-

ship funding changes over time. She
adds that this is “only fair” in en-
abling Dean Wottle to accurately
inform prospective students about
available scholarships.

Changes to the program are be-
ing considered in a cohesive effort
by Lindquist, Dean of Admissions
Dave Wottle, President Troutt, and
the current Burches. The effort is
still in its formative stages, but ac-
cording to Lindquist, it will be open
first to other campus scholarship
recipients. The program may be
open to the general student body as
well. She added that the withdrawal
has forced the already-present issue
of offering the program to a broader
range of students, but adds that this
sudden aspect does not provide ideal
conditions for discussing changes.

Lindquist stated that the issue
should be at least temporarily re-
solved within the next few weeks.
She concluded by stating that the
program has brought students who
embody “diversity, perspective,
and intensity to the campus.” She
hopes that a new scholarship will
continue to bring in more such
students. In the meantime, the
program will continue its tradition
of promoting leadership through
service.

Claire Chambers (’01), is dis-

Art student Matt Crockett ('02) has been living in his sculpture, a project
for a class, since Friday, and plans to remain there until at least Wednes-
day. His original plan was to strive for a Thoreau-esque “Walden” envi-
ronment in Fisher Gardens. However, due to recent crimes around campus,
the administration has insisted upon his current location in the more-pro-
tected area between Robb-White-Ellett and Bellingrath.
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appointed that the program will be
changed. She says, “We have
worked hard for four years to build
a solid program that has benefited
the college in many ways, so it
makes my heart sad to see that go.”
However, she is optimistic about
the future of the Burches, saying,
“I trust that the Burches, Marie,
and the administration will do all
that is possible to carry on the es-

sence of the Burch program,
though the details may change.”

Jon David Willingham (’04)
also sees the importance of retain-
ing the core values of the program.
He says, “More than anything, I
don’t want to see the amazing, tan-
gible value of the program we have
at present lost or even marginalized
in the course of the now inevitable
restructuring.”

Rhodes deals with rising energy costs

Efficient energy use one method to combat increased gas consumption

By Mia Hood
Staff Writer

Rhodes students and faculty
were colder than usual this win-
ter. The heat was turned up
higher and for longer, and, conse-
quently, gas consumption on cam-
pus for December and January
experienced a significant increase
from last year. Director of Physi-
cal Plant Brian Foshee cites colder
temperatures outdoors as the ex-
planation for warmer, and more

costly, temperatures indoors.

Gas consumption, which en-
compasses the cost of heating on
campus, was up 12% from last
year, and this increase consider-
ably affected Rhodes’ budget.

While general energy con-
sumption has remained stable

“for the past three years, gas costs

have steadily risen; they have
now increased approximately
175%. Thus Rhodes’ increased
expenditures on gas are due not
only to the increased use, but

also to the constantly increasing
price of natural gas.

Says Foshee, “We continually
look for ways to conserve energy.
The best way is to turn off equip-
ment when our buildings are not
in use.” In order to easily do this,
Physical Plant operates an en-
ergy management system which
controls the heating and cooling
systems campus-wide.

Heating in the dormitories,
of course, is significantly af-
fected by the temperatures set by

students in individual rooms.
More careful and sparing use of
the heating system in this way
could also lower gas prices in the
future.

In addition to this fairly
simple strategy, Foshee affirms
that the Rhodes campus seeks
and installs energy-efficient
equipment and lighting. This
way, even with cooler tempera-
tures, and the new East Village
housing, gas prices can be stabi-
lized.
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Rites of Spring will be different
this year. Different bands, different
students, different memories. The
only question of difference that seems
to matter, though, is “Will the
administration’s policy on drinking be
different?”

The answer to that question is, of
course, yes. The only alcohol permit-
ted within the Rites venue will be beer
which is purchased there. The reason
for the new policy: to paraphrase a
Dean, “The perception that the rules
of the College are different for one
weekend in April must be changed.”

Why does the College regulate al-
cohol use? To protect us from those
who fail to control our drinking. To
protect us from each other, and our-
selves. The College’s policy change
reflects its concern for students—it is
an effort to combat alcohol abuse, to
de-institutionalize a ritual weekend of
binge drinking.

EDITORIAL OF THE SOU’WESTER

those concerned that students forced
into their rooms to drink will pose a
greater danger to themselves and oth-
ers than students who drink in pub-
lic. Their concern is genuine, but it is
grounded in the cynical belief that we
cannot control our drinking, that we
must drink at Rites, regardless of the law
and the College’s rules. They attriubute
a compulsion to drink to an anti-alco-
hol policy. They free the rule-breaker
from responsibility for his/her actions by
shifting blame to the rule itself.
Supporters of these two positions,
those who defend the new policy and
those who oppose it, share a common
concern for the welfare of the Rhodes
community. The two groups would use
different rules but with the same goal, to
provide for the safety of the Rhodes com-
munity while we enjoy Rites of Spring.
Both groups hope to modify our behav-
ior through the use of rules restricting
alcohol use on campus, but they can
achieve only limited success without the

support of the student body.

We students must be ultimately re-
sponsible for our own behavior. We de-
cide whether to drink responsibly, not
the College. It is our own failure to as-
sume this responsibility, a responsibility
for the College, each other and ourselves,
that has necessitated the change in the
Rites alcohol policy, not the whim of an
overzealous administration. And it is
only by taking this responsibility back
that we should expect to continue en-
joying our annual Rites of Spring. Rites
is our festival; Rhodes is our college. If
we fail to uphold its standards accord-
ingly, the administration has no choice
but to respond.

Although overshadowed by the
change in alcohol policy, more inargu-
ably positive changes are planned for this
year's Rites of Spring. Among these: A
powerful speaker with personal experi-
ence of the ill effects of alcohol abuse will
address students on Monday night. The
ineffective hall meetings have been re-

placed with a ticket booth, where stu-
dents will be reminded of their commit-
ment to uphold the social standards of
the College. Rites to Play participants
will be invited to join usat Rites of Spring
on Saturday afternoon. Pan and IFC will
sponsor post-Rites activities in the BCLC
on Saturday night so that the party
doesn’t stop when the last band finishes
its set in the amphitheater.

Here’shoping that this policy change
provokes some serious thought about
the role of drinking in campus life, par-
ticularly in Rites of Spring. Here’s hop-
ing that each of us will ask herself or
himself, “Can I have fun without drink-
ing?” and have the courage to face the
answer.

To paraphrase the same Dean once
again, “Rites of Spring is an asset to the
college, and everyone who's responsible
should be proud of it If we behave as a
community, then we're all responsible
for Rites, and its success can be a matter
of pride for every one of us.

Opposed to the policy change are

In with the new

. - As the incoming Editor-In-Chief, ’'m not new to the Sou'wester staff. I've spent
the past.two semesters as the News Editor. You may not have seen me much, but
that’s because our office is in the basement of Palmer (Yes, Palmer has a basement.),
and I spend a LOT of time in it on Tuesday nights. (Not to mention considerable
time on e-mail getting stories during the rest of the week.) I usually appear on
Wednesday mornings after finishing The Sou’wester and my class reading and
promptly fall asleep in Professor Huebner’s 8 a.m. history class.

Am I complaining? No, Rhodes is the campus of the involved. If I complained
about having too much to do,  am quite certain that the five people within earshot
could turn around and make my initiative look like Homer Simpson’s in compari-
son. Except they wouldn’t do it because they’re all nicer than me. Besides, I like
contributing to the Rhodes student body. What a great group of people! I may be
pale, wraithlike, and somewhat blurry due to the caffeine shakes on Wednesdays,
but by gosh, I've done something with myself the night before. Pages 1,4,and 5 of
that stack of The Sou'westers on the table in Palmer were all me, and my esteemed
fellow students now have the campus news pleasingly laid out before their eyes to
peruse at their breakfast-eating pleasure.

That's how I felt for the first few weeks, anyway. Don’t get me wrong: by and
large, working with the Sou'wester has been a great experience. However, after a few
weeks of early fall student body super-involvement, the durndest thing happened.
For lack of writers, I started to write a lot of the stories. And as any of my hard-
working co-editors know, writing the stories that go on the page you edit is not
compatible with sleeping. Ever. Don’t get me wrong, I had a few loyal writers. But
they’re mostly my friends, and the individuals who will be next year’s section edi-
tors. So they won't have time to write next year, either.

Even that didn’t bother me too much. The problems definitely compounded,
however, when individuals ceased to respond to inquiries for information for ar-
ticles. C'mon guys, there is a “reply” key on Outlook, and WebMall, and there’s even
aprompt for it on Alpha. And don’teven tryto tell me you don’t check your voicemail/
email accounts. We're all connected, here. It doesn’t take very long to write an
article, but the time excuse doesn’t work at all for not responding to a querying
writer: it takes negligible time to respond with the needed information.

Which leads me to the point of my article. If, at any time, the quality of the
Sou'wester has been less than satisfactory, it was likely caused by too few people
having too much to do. As a student-run publication, the Sou'wester’s success de-
pends entirely upon student body involvement.

So there you have it. This is just another call for volunteers, which I'm sure, as a
Rhodes student, you've heard. It’s a fact that historically, volunteers have always
been necessary. What would have happened if Thomas Jefferson had been too busy
to write the Declaration of Independence? Or the only staff writer of The Washing-
ton Postwas out writingarticles on warehouse fires when Deep Throat called? Things
would have been pretty different. So help out!

Margie Hall (‘03)

Out with the Drew

One year ago, I began my term as editor-in-chief of The Sou’wester. Today,
it comes to an.end. I'm not one for sentiment, but saying goodbye is harder
than I expected. '

You see, I believe that a healthy newspaper is of vital importance to Rhodes.
The healthy newspaper offers a forum for the free exchange of information
and ideas, a sacred and protected home for free speech, an opportunity to
narrow the gap between those who have power and those who do not. The
responsibility of editing such a newspaper confers some power on its editor. I,
along with my staff, have striven to provide you that newspaper. We may not
have always succeeded, journalistically speaking, but it wasn’t for lack of try-
ing.

The issues facing a small college newspaper like The Sou’wester are some-
what different than those facing a larger university newspaper. Everyone at
Rhodes knows everyone else, and so our brand of journalism must be prac-
ticed with a greater sensitivity to the community. But this different vision of
the newspaper in no way diminishes its importance; it might even enhance it.

We depend on the student body for writers. A lack of writers means more
responsibility for and a greater burden on the editors and the few reliable writers we
do have. This struggle to motivate staff members, common to all Rhodes’ publica-
tions and most student organizations in general, is the greatest threat to the future of
The Sou'wester. Our editors can only do so much without the support of a healthy
body of writers to draw from. I challenge the students of Rhodes to recognize the
importance, the power of their student newspaper and to willingly and eagerly take
on the responsibility of writing for The Sou'wester.

Do I know more about Rhodes than you know? Maybe, maybe not. It’s only
with a breadth and depth of contributions to The Sow'wester that we can hope to
represent Rhodes in a balanced, objective way. Put another way, the knowledge of
our staff members keeps us honest. We can'’t report what we don’t know. Keep this
in mind next time you're dissatisfied with The Sou'westerand you hear that we need
writers. And The Sou'wester always needs writers.

Despite, or perhaps because of, the struggles, The Sou’wester has been a great
experience. Through my editorship, I have become more intimately connected
with Rhodes than I could have been otherwise. I have learned about myself. I have
found friends. And I have benefited from the tireless work of a staff of devoted
editors and writers to whom I, and all the readers of The Sow’wester, owe countless
thanks,

I have the highest hopes for Margie and Scott, your new editors, and I look
forward to the next year of The Sou’wester. Ultimately, I take away from The Sou’wester
as much as I have put in, no small achievement. The Sou'wester belongs to the
students of Rhodes; serving as its steward has been a great responsibility, yes, but
also a great honor and privilege. To you, the students of Rhodes College whose trust
has made this possible, I am grateful.

Drew Hughes (‘01)

. |Copy Editor
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As the official student newspaper of
Rhodes College, The Sou’wester is
produced entirely by the students on
staff. It functions independently of
faculty and administration. Itis pub-
lished weekly throughout the fall and
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Staff meetings are open to the
Rhodes community and convene in
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the Student Publications Board, a six-
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the editors of all student publications,
class representatives and at-large rep-
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The Rhode’ster, opinion columns, and
letters-to-the-editor do not necessar-
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