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Passport to the World Week Celebrates Multiculturalism

By Mara Zimmerman
Staff Writer

Rhodes held its third annual
multicultural awareness week
March 27-31. This year’s program
was entitled, Rhodes Passport to the
World Week.

Throughout the week, various
organizations came together to or-
ganize events that would expose
Rhodes students, faculty, and staff
to cultural and ethnic diversity, both
on and off campus.

To kick off the week, the Cul-
tural Booth Bazaar was held on
Monday afternoon in front of the
Rat. Campus organizations spon=
. sored tables from Guatemala, Bra-
zil, Ireland, and Belgium. The tables
featured an assortment of arts and
crafts, newspapers, books, pictures,
and other objects representing the
culture and history of the various
countries.

Karen Kopitsky (’01), the coor-
dinator of the Belgium table, re-
ported that she attempted to show
all aspects of Belgian culture at her
table, in addition to the things for
which Belgium is already well-
known, including Belgian money,
pictures, beer glasses, and lace.
Kopitsky said that she thought the
bazaar was a successful event, add-

ing, “I hope that Rhodes students
are now more aware of other coun-
tries and cultures that we might not
have been exposed to before.”

The week continued with a
“Multiculturalism in Europe” dis-
cussion led by Professor of Foreign
Languages Horst Dinkelacker.
Dinkelacker’s discussion topics in-
cluded World War II as the cause of
immigration and emigration be-

tween European countries, the

growing emphasis on regionalism,
ethnicity from the European view-
point, and the new traditions
emerging in Europe as a result of
the formation ofthe ‘Buropean
Union. The discussion opened
many students’ eyes to issues of
multiculturalism. “I was really fas-
cinated by some of the points that
were brought up,” said Jessica
Hoffman (’01), coordinator of the
discussion.

On Wednesday, the Film Soci-
ety held an International Movie
Night with a showing of Night on
Earth. Night on Earth focuses on
one night across the world, with
scenes in cities such as Los Angeles,
New York City, Paris, Rome, and
Helsinki.

Thursday saw the BCLC Ball-
room filled with both Rhodes stu-

dents and off-campus visitors at the
International Dance and Food
Show, a highly popular and well-at-
tended event.

Ethnic dances from the Middle
East and India were performed, as
well as historical and modern dances
such as a liturgical dance, a swing
dance, and a Medieval dance.

Stephanie White (’00), a dancer
in the Medieval dance, “The Earl of
Salisbury Pavan,” said that their
group had spent around four days
perfecting that specific dance. “I
wanted the Rhodes community to
be exposed to something other than
modern dance,” White said, adding,
“Medieval dance steps are what
some of our modern dance steps are
based on.” -

After the dances, the audience
was treated with samplings of eth-
nic food from local Memphis eth-
nic restaurants, featuring Chinese,
Japanese, Indian, French, Mexican,
and Greek cuisine.

On Friday, BSA held “An Evening
in Jazz,” a program which included a
mixture of jazz and funk music played
by the local band “A Moment’s No-
tice.” This was the second appearance
at Rhodes for the band, and the event,
was well-attended, successfully ending
the week.

Photo By Volerie Witte
Ana Perez ('01) practices an Indian dance while her fellow dancers,
Sangeeta Parikshak ('02) and Naomi Long ('02), prepare for the perfor-
mance. The students performed at the International Dance Fest, a part of
Passport to the World Week.

Rhodes Gets a Jumpstart on Earth Week

By Margie Hall
SIZH Wr#:r

As the environmentally con-
scious know, Earth Week does not
officially take place until late
April; however, since that is Eas-
ter Break, Rhodes celebrated a
month early, from March 20-24.

According to Midu Bagrodia
(’01), coordinator of Earth Week,
the Rhodes Activity Board (RAB),
friends of VECA, and interested
Rhodes students coordinated a
week of practical, earth-friendly
activities for the week.

These included a can-crushing
contest offered in the Rat, as well
as the opportunity to sign up with

a national organization that can
prevent individuals from receiv-
ing junk mail, which cuts down on
excess paper waste.

Rhodes students also visited
the Memphis zoo, an activity put
into action by John Trout (’00),
the Kinney co-coordinator of
Peace, Justice, and Environment,
and helped with the zoo’s spring
projects. Students were allowed to
explore the zoo for free after-
wards.

This “hands-on” approach
also included a trip to Snowden,
where students spoke with

‘Snowden students about recycling

and conservation of resources.

The Snowden students also deco-
rated Piggly Wiggly bags with
Earth Day themes. These bags will
be displayed around campus until
Earth Day, when Piggly Wiggly will
use them.

Rhodes students also checked
the exhaust levels in their cars,
with the owner of the dirtiest car
receiving a free tune-up, and the
owners of the three cleanest cars
receiving gift certificates to Wild
Oats.

Students were also able to en-
joy the outdoor environment of
the campus in a RAB-and Campus
Green-sponsored “Commune with
Nature” in the woods behind

Trezevant. There was a bonfire,
music, and the traditional hotdogs
and s’'mores.

Students received a reminder
of the need for cleanup when they
ventured to Cypress Creek. The
initial design of the outing was to
clear waste from the creek itself,
but the state of Tennessee has des-
ignated the creek “toxic,” and
people are no longer allowed in the
water,

Students cleaned the area, in-
stead, and, according to Bagrodia,
“We found couches, chairs, bottles,
clothes, rugs, and just plain trash
around the area and filled a huge
trash bin from BFI full to the

brim.”

The hands-on Earth Week cel-
ebration contained fun for all par-
ticipants and even a reminder of
the effects of careless disposal of
waste.

The week’s events were not the
only environment-focused events
of the year. Last semester, for ex-
ample, several speakers came to
the college to give lectures on en-
vironmental issues, including
Chuck Brady, the president of the
Sierra Club. However, Earth Week
provided the Rhodes campus with
an entire week of events designed
to raise awareness about the envi-
ronment.
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Colombia Bleeds into the 21st Century

When the Colombian novel-

ist Gabriel Garcia Mérquez
wrote, in One Hundred Years of
Solitude, of a massacre at a ba-
nana plantation where “man
corpses, women corpses, child
corpses [were] thrown into the
sea like rejected bananas,” read-
ers thought, “Well, it’s just fic-
tion,” but Latin American
fiction, especially Colombian
fiction, mirrors reality. And,
often, reality has proven more
dramatic than fiction, espe-
cially in Colombia, and espe-
cially in the past few years.

Clinton’s recent proposal to
send about $1.5 billion to Co-
lombia can only add to the
drama and misery in that bat-
tered society. Suddenly, Co-
lombia is on the fast track to
receive a massive aid package,
most of which will go to the
military. We all ought to take a
deep breath and think carefully
about supporting a notoriously
corrupt and violent military
and consider the conse-
quences—in Colombia, in Latin
America, and in the United
States—of sending and spend-
ing this $1.5 billion.

Colombia is at war right
now, and the systematic elimi-
nation of those who criticize
the state or the landholding
elite can only be described as
“dirty war.” The Colombian
dirty war rages while civilian
presidents sit in office. Dicta-
torships in Argentina (1976-
1983), which presided over the
murder of some 15-20,000 citi-
zens of Pinochet’s Chile (1973-
1990), which supervised the
murder of about 10,000 Chil-
eans and a few unfortunate for-
eigners (including at least two
U.S. citizens, Frank Teruggi and
Charles Horman), were headed
by professional military offic-
ers,

Colombia, on the other
hand, from about 1988-1995,
eliminated more than 28,000
individuals for political reasons
while civilians occupied the
presidency.

When civilians sit in the
presidential palace—and regu-
larly hold elections—uncritical,

mode-minded political scien-
tists rush in and happily anoint
the system a “functioning de-
mocracy”; but democracy has
been consistently confused with
electoralism in Colombia. Co-
lombian political and social cul-
ture is wedded to the myth of a
long, democratic tradition com-
pared to the rest of Latin
America.

But, governments that allow
the systematic elimination of
political parties (as occurred
beginning in 1985 with the case
of the leftist Union Patridtica)
or that arrest and convict fewer
than five percent of all homicide
cases, hardly deserve the title
“democracy.”

Now, the Clinton Adminis-
tration, together with the radi-
cally reactionary Republican
Congress, have discovered that
the Colombian state controls
only about 60 percent of
Colombia’s national territory.
We repeatedly hear how the left-
ist insurgents control 40 percent
of Colombia, yet the state has
never held de facto control of all
the national territory; this real-
ity dates back at least to the late
nineteenth century when, in
1877, the Colombian Conserva-

" tive President Rafael Nunez es-

sentially handed 50 percent of
Colombia to the Roman Catho-
lic Church for missionary activ-
ity.

We love to eat drugs in the
U.S. The price of cocaine on the
streets in Miami and New York
is at an all-time low. It’s almost
cheaper to tank up on coke these
days than to fill the average SUV
with premium gasoline. Last
year, the boys at CIA Central in
Langley, VA, predicted that Co-
lombia would produce 165 met-
ric tons of cocaine: they missed
by 365 tons—one ton of cocaine
for each day of the year. Colom-
bia produced 520 tons of cocaine
last year, and most of it went to
the United States.

When are we going to realize
that the billions and biflions al-
ready spent on crop eradication
efforts in Latin America and the
military solution to the “drug”
problem have failed and will
continue to fail? Why can’t'we
begin frank dialogue in the
United States on decriminaliza-
tion of certain substances?

We certainly should consider
treating the drug crisis as a na-

tional health crisis:- we should
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divert resources from murderous
Latin American militaries, politi-
cally motivated prison construc-
tion programs in the U.S., and
idiotic interdiction efforts to-
ward the public health, educa-
tion, and medical communities
in this country. But it’s hard—
impossible—to get elected to na-
tional office with a
“decriminalization” agenda, so
these important, life-saving ideas
stay at the regional level and
never filter up to the highest lev-
els where, in fact, policy is made,
and programs are funded.

The Colombian emergency
aid package (Plan Colombia) is
winding its way through the U.S.
Congress. As I write, the pack-
age has passed through the House
of Representatives and has appar-
ently stalled in the Senate, where
Trent Lott is holding up the
money: he’s certainly playing
politics (when the President is for
something, Lott is generally
against it).

The Senate Majority leader
wants the money to be released
as part of the next fiscal year’s
regular budget and not as “emer-
gency aid.” But his party, and the
President, want the money now.
Of course, nobody in Washington
thinks the money can or will
“save” Colombia: politicians in
Washington, with this Colom-
bian aid package, in fact, are giv-
ing themselves a big campaign
contribution in an election year!

Vice-President Al Gore is
firmly behind this package, as are
a majority of House members.
They want to be able to go before
constituents in the fall and say,
“Look, we were tough on drugs—
we provided a billion and a half
dollars to fight drugs in Colom-
bia.” But, aid or no aid, the drugs
will still flow in. The $1.5 billion
will break apart the fragile peace
process already underway in Co-
lombia and will lead to many
more dead Colombian citizens.

But ‘most voters in the U.S.
don’t care about these details or
care to learn about the complexi-
ties of Colombian history. "All
they want to hear is that their
elected officials ‘are voting for
“tough” drug policy, even though
the vast majority of those who
decide the fate of millions of Co-
lombians have neither visited Co-
lombia nor know any
Colombians.

We want to provide the Co-
lombian army with about 45 he-
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licopters, a couple of AC-47 gun-
ships, and an assortment of
other military equipment. We
assume that we can isolate the
drug producers and their allies
and smoothly remove them from
Colombia’s rough, nearly impos-
sible terrain. How do we do this
without getting involved in a
guerrilla insurgency war that is
already underway? How do we
support a cynical, sacred, reac-
tionary, barracks-based mili-
tary?

The Colombian military (un-
like, let’s say, the Chilean mili-
tary) is not a serious military.
It’s a military that sent Christ-
mas cards to every single leftist
insurgent during the 1999 holi-
day season (I’'m not kidding...
all 100,000 leftist insurgents
were sent cards by the Colom-
bian army on Sunday, December
19, 1999. They read: “Merry
Christmas and Prosperous New
Year, guerrilla! Make your fam-
ily happy and share the season’s
joys with them. Desert your
rebel unit and enjoy your free-
dom. Long live freedom! Long
live Christmas!” The card was
signed, “The National Army”).

Colombians have just left be-
hind one hundred years of war:
they don’t want our $1.5 billion
to support another century of
murder and mayhem. Colombi-
ans want—and deserve—peace
and the growing civilian peace
movement, the No Mis (“no
more”) movement testifies to
this fact.

We should support the peace
effort in Colombia by working to
eradicate drug consumption in
the U.S. and supporting a Co-
lombian-based peace process
that involves reorganizing the
Colombian agrarian structure
and judicial system, as well as

overhauling state institutions. It

seems to me that the country
that produced Gabriel Garcia
Maérquez and Macondo can pro-
duce a long-lasting peace.

ti*tllii****ii .

Michael LaRosa, Ph.D.,
‘teaches Latin American History

at Rhodes. He has lived for ex-

tended periods in Colombia,

once as a Fulbright student

grantee (1993-1994) and later as

a Fulbright Senior Scholar
(1997) when he held an appoint-
ment as Visiting Professor at the

Universidad de los Andes in

Santafé de Bogota. | .
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