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SS127.mp3	

David	Yellin‐	this	is	side	1,	side	1	interview	with	Mr.	Mose	Walker	at	the	home	of	Mr.	
and	Mrs.	Walter	Evans.	This	is	May	14th	1968	and	present	are	Wilson	Beyer	and	
David	Yellin.	

(Tape	Break)	

David	Yellin‐	Mr.	Walker	we,	I	hope	you	understand	the	auspice	under	which	we	are	
here	and	so	we	can	save	time	because	you	do	have	a	short	time.	I	hope	that	you	are	
so	enthralled	by	what	we	engage	in,	that	is	hardly	the	word	but	I	mean	you	are	so	
anxious	to	participate	that	if	we	do	have	something	left	out	of	what	you	might	have	
to	say	that	we	might	if	you	would	be	kind	enough	to	come	back	again.		A	good	way	to	
start	always	is	would	you	mind	telling	us	what	your	position	is	at	present	and	more	
so	how	you	got	there.	

Mose	Walker‐	Alright	well	I	am	the	assistant	principal	at	Booker	Washington	High	
school	and	as	you	know	Booker	Washington	high	school	is	located	downtown	
almost	right	on	the	fringes.	It’s	an	all	negro	high	school	with	approximately	2,200	
students.	I	was	formerly	a	teacher	it	the	city	school	systems	for	4	years	I	taught	
physics	and	chemistry.	

David	Yellin‐	Oh	where	did	you	go	to	school	yourself?	

Mose	Walker‐	Well	I	went	to	Lemoyne	College	locally	for	an	undergraduate	degree	
and	then	the	university	of	Michigan	and	Fisk	university.	

David	Yellin‐	And	what	degrees	do	you	have	Mr.	Walker.	

Mose	Walker‐	I	have	a	B.S.	in	biology	with	a	minor	in	chemistry	and	a	M.S.	in	
bacteriology	and	a	M.S.	in	science	education.	

David	Yellin‐	Alright	how	did	a	nice	science	fellow	like	you	get	into	administration.	

Mose	Walker‐	Well	partially	because	of	how	lucrative	the	field	was	financially	and	
rearing	a	family	and		this	was	a	good	area	of	the	time.	

David	Yellin‐	Were	you	born	in	Memphis?	

Mose	Walker‐	Right.	

David	Yellin‐	Can	you	just	tell	a	little	about	your	own	background?	

Mose	Walker‐	Right,	I	was	born	,	reared	in	Memphis	average	size	family	7	children,	
usual	negro	circumstances	of	father	working	unable	to	really	send	any	of	us	to	
school.	So	I	worked	my	way	to	school	and	through	school	and	I	feel	that	I	really	owe	
a	great	debt	of	gratitude	for	the	many	years	I	worked	at	the	Jewish	community	
center	and	actually	this	is	where	I	really	got	started	working	there.	In	fact,	I	went	to	
school	while	I	worked	there	and	left	to	go	to	graduate	school	with	a	couple	other	
fellows.	



David	Yellin‐	You	understand	I	am	going	to	ask	you	these	questions	because	I	think	
it	is	so	important	to	get	the	real	picture	of	a	person	and	of	course	what	you	relate	
will	be	reflected,	what	did	you	do	at	the	Jewish	community	center?	

Mose	Walker‐	To	tell	you	the	truth	I	started	out	as	a	porter	and	I	worked	
approximately	one	week	or	two	or	three	days	as	a	porter	and	they	found	some	other	
uses	for	my	service,	this	is	where	my	job	really	became	unclassified.	The	issue	there	
they	had	a	lot	of	youth	groups	meeting	in	the	evenings	and	we	were	to	prepare	
meeting	rooms	and	I	worked	around	he	office	and	helped	to	operate	the	day	camp.	
My	job	after	one	week	it	really	had	no	description.	I	was	there	and….	

David	Yellin‐	You	weren’t	a	porter	anymore?	

Mose	Walker‐	No,	no.	Somehow	it	just	didn’t	fit	and	people	were	very	understanding	
and	in	fact	it	is	one	of	the	finest	experiences	I	have	ever	had	working	there	for	some	
4	years.	

David	Yellin‐	Was	Paul	Schwartz	there	then?	

Mose	Walker‐	Right,	right.		

David	Yellin‐	He	is	quite	a	man.	

Mose	Walker‐	Yeah	he	and	I	are	firm	friends	right	now.	

David	Yellin‐	Yeah,	firm	of	course	in	Memphis	doesn’t	mean	much.	

Mose	Walker‐	Well	he	is	transplanted	so…	

David	Yellin‐	Of	course	I	didn’t	mean	it	that	way	for	the	record	I	was	thinking	of	
standing	firm.	You	know	some	how	words	get	in	your	way	and	so	on.	Well	since	you	
are	rather	short	of	time	your	background	sounds	most	stimulating	and	encouraging	
and	I	would	like	to	get	into	it	more	but	why	don’t	we	hop	right	to	the	incidents	or	
the	events	the	February,	the	53	days	beginning	February	12th.	What	was	your	first	
direct	connection	with	the	events	of	Memphis	the	strike	anything	that	has	to	do	with	
your	story.	

Mose	Walker‐	Yes	it	has	something	to	do	with	it	as	much	as	school.	I	did	a	survey	
once	and	some	76%	of	our	children	lived	in	the	projects	as	our	schools	are	
completely	surrounded	by	projects	as	you	can	imagine	and	I	do	mean	completely	
surrounded.	There	is	one	behind	two	in	front	and	one	a	the	other	end.	So	we	are	
completely	surrounded,	so	naturally	you	can	imagine	that		large	number	of	the	
people	living	here	would	be	people	employed	by	the	city	and	certainly	a	large	
number	of	these	people	had	children	in	our	school.	Certainly	we	could	feel	the	pinch	
maybe	a	little	stronger	than	some	other	schools.	I	am	a	little	proud	of	the		fact	that	
we	had	no	incidents	in	school.	It	could	be	because	of	many	prioritations	we	had	with	
our	students.	

David	Yellin‐	What	were	those	Mr.	Walker.	



Mose	Walker‐	Well	we	tried	to	not	change	the	course	of	any	obvious	destiny	but	at	
the	same	time	we	would	use	the	intercom	to	talk	with	them	and	try	to	get	them	to	
understand	what	was	happening	and	try	to	give	them	some	ideas	to	what	might	
would	happen.	Our	students	are	downtown	kids	and	I	have	worked	in	another	
school,	these	are	possibly	the	most	respectful	children	that	I	have	ever	come	in	
contact	with.	It	is	a	sort	of	strange	paradox	because	the	way	they	react	to	the	
authority	over	there.	But	we	anticipated	things	happening	because	of	the	places	of	
employment	of	these	children	so	naturally	we	would	be	a	little	closer	to	the	
situation	listening	and	finding	out	when	certain	number	of	children	stopped	buying	
lunches	and	can’t	buy	lunches	because	even	the	most	minimum	income	has	been	
stopped.	

David	Yellin‐	Now	you	are	talking	about	February	12th	when	the	strike	started.	

Mose	Walker‐	Right.	

David	Yellin‐	And	several	of	your	students	are	children	of	the	sanitation	strikers.	
Now	do	you	remember	specifically	when	you	started	to	give	them	this	orientation	
you	spoke	of?	

Mose	Walker‐	Right	it	was	not	as	obvious	the	day	the	strike	stared,	I	would	say	some	
10	days	after	the	strike	started.	

David	Yellin‐	What	precisely	did	you	do?	

Mose	Walker‐	When	this	is	obvious	because	I	wasn’t	really	in	town	when	it	started,	I	
was	in	New	York	while	they	were	having	a	strike	and	I	come	home	and	this	is	what	I	
came	into.	But	it	sort	of	started	with	our	students	wanting	to	attend	certain	
meetings	marches	and	rallies.	And	some	of	these	were	depending	upon	school	time	
and	this	is	where	we	though	we	should	become	involved.	And	it	is	a	touchy	situation	
for	us	to	become	involved	in	and	so	we	had	to	be	sort	of	careful	with	our	
involvement.	Our	main	involvement	was	this	that	we	cautioned	our	students	and	we	
told	them	that	we	would	in	no	manner	dictate	what	they	did	with	their	time,	we	
understood	what	was	going	on	and	we	thought	that	all	this	was	necessary	and	if	
their	parents	did	not	send	them	to	school	then	this	would	be	a	matter	for	their	
parents	and	another	authority	but	as	local	school	people	we	would	not	try	to	force	
anybody	to	come	to	school.	We	insisted	we	would	only	discharge	one	application	
that	is	if	they	came	to	school	we	would	insist	that	they	stayed,	because	we	felt	if	they	
came	to	school	then	their	parents	sent	them,	therefore	the	students	got	to	feeling	
that	we	were	not	opposed	to	what	they	were	doing	and	at	the	same	time	we	were	
supporting	their	parents.	As	many	newspaper	reporters	would	ask	me	if	we	were	
going	to	mark	these	students	truant	who	didn’t	come	to	school,	and	I	would	quickly	
say	no,	because	I	cannot	tell	whether	or	not	a	student	is	truant	this	is	for	someone	
else	to	investigate	to	find	out	we	can	only	mark	him	absent	and	report	his	absence	
he	might	not	be	truant.	And	with	this	in	mind	the	students	knew	that	we	were	set	to	
protect	them	and	we	could	understand	their	problems.	We	didn’t	try	to	force	them	
into	not	participating	in	any	marches	any	organizations,	any	strikes.	Many	of	our	



teachers	were	participating	and	I	went	to	some	myself.	So	certainly,	and	this	made	
my	students	to	feel	good	to	look	around,	I	remember	one	meeting	in	particular	they	
looked	around	and	saw	men	there	and	it	started	a	little	rally	in	the	back	when….so	
this	gives	them	some	trusting	and	you	can	talk	to	them.		

David	Yellin‐	Now	you	are	talking	about	specific	marches	and	specific	events.	Not	
the	daily	marches	that	went	that	he	sanitation	workers	took	each	day	or	are	you?	

Mose	Walker‐	Well	some	of	this	pertained	to	the	daily	marches.	There	was	a	feeling	
of	(David	Yellin‐	muffled)	involved	the	entire	family.	Some	of	these	children	wanted	
to	go	daily.	I	doubt	seriously	if	any	specific	child	went	daily,	but	I	also	doubt	that	
those	who	were	going	didn’t	go	on	some	one	occasion	during	the	day.	

David	Yellin‐	Yes,	well	I	don’t	want	to	interrupt	your	narrative	but	a	few	things	
occur	to	me	and	I	hoe	you	will	continue…you	are	the	assistant	principal.	Was	this	
policy	arrived	at	with	the	principal	and	if	with	him	who	else	was	involved.	What	was	
your	relations	hip	first	with	the	principal	and	then	with	the	board	of	education	or	
your	immediate	superintendent.	

Mose	Walker‐	Well	the	principal	and	I,	we	arrived	at	what	we	thought	was	best	for	
our	situation…	

David	Yellin‐	And	just	what	you	described?	

Mose	Walker‐	We	carried	it	like	this	without	getting	any	ok	or	without	discussing	it.	
For	a	number	of	reasons	we	didn’t	discuss	it.	For	the	most	part	we	do	have	the	
freedom	for	some	things	that	will	work	in	your	school	as	long	as	it	is	not	a	guest	
policy	and	then	there	times	to	consult	somebody.	Some	things	that	you	must	make	
up.	I	would	hate	for	some	people	running	school	sin	some	areas	to	come	into	our	
schools	and	try	to	operate	it	the	same	way,	it	jut	wouldn’t	work.	So	you	have	to	do	
things	according	to	the	situation	there.	So	the	principal	and	I	discussed	it	and	we	
decided	what	would	be	best.	

David	Yellin‐	Now	did	the	board	of	education,	I	mean	really	trying	to	get	the	picture	
and	the	whole	picture.	Did	the	board	of	education	ever	ask	you	to	account	for	you	
action	or	did	you,	or	was	it	necessary	for	you	in	any	reporting	to	account	for	your	
actions.	

Mose	Walker‐	No	we	didn’t	account	for	our	action.	We	reported	tardies	and	
absences,.	I	imagine	we	were	a	little	flexible	in	some	of	these	actions	because	the	
situation	demanded	more	flexibility	than	some	others.	

David	Yellin‐	Do	you	recall	any	of	the	percentages	as	to	what	the	absences	were	as	
oppose	to	the	normal	absences?	

Mose	Walker‐	Only	on	peak	days	prior	to	the	listed	rioting.	These	days	I	should	
imagine	the	absences	are	50%	or	better.	



David	Yellin‐	Before	we	get	on	and	Wilson	feel	free	if	you	have	any	questions.	You	
made	a	statement	that	kind	of	intrigues	me,	fascinates	me.	You	said	these	children	
were	obedient	I	am	not	sure	how	you	use	that	word,	they	were	respectful	I	think	
you	use	that	word	to	authority.	Seemingly	to	your	description	of	your	action	as	
related	to	their	attitudes	seem	to	be	they	were	also	respectful	of	their	family	and	a	
strong	family	feeling	and	a	sense	of	unity.	Would	you	say	that,	would	you	describe	
that,	why	do	you	think	that	was	so?	

Mose	Walker‐	Well,	believe	it	or	not	thee	project	dwellers	get	to	be	as	close	a	family	
as,	or	maybe	a	little	closer	than	those	people	who	own	homes	because	chances	are	
this	is	the	first	time	they	have	had	a	warm	roof	over	their	head	and	they	can	go	in	
some	place,	some	ten	year	old	projects	and	they	are	well	kept.	So	finally	this	
becomes	home	and	if	you	can	ever	get	home	you	begin	to	establish	the	family	so	to	
speak	and	these	children	there	are	beginning	to	get		the	feeling	of	what	family	
means	where	each	member	in	the	household	will	have	to	contribute	what	he	can	to	
have	a	sound	family	and	I	think	this	tends	to	lean	a	little	bit	towards	the	new	found	
obedience	and	loyalty	to	home.	Is	that	they	are	beginning	to	feel	what	it	means	to	
have	a	family.	They	know	what	it	means	to	want	and	need	they	have	always	done	
this	but	they	are	beginning	to	feel	that	wherever	they	live	it	is	a	little	bit	of	home.	
And	so	this	is	giving	them	some	new	meaning.	They	feel	that	they	are	a	little	closer	
to	mother,	a	little	closer	to	their	father.	They	can	understand	what	plight	he	is	in	and	
they	won’t	have	to	be	(muffled)	down	with	this	same	type	thing.	They	feel	like	their	
parents	did	not	understand	didn’t	really	know	what	their	grandparents	were	going	
through	and	so	consequently	they	couldn’t	break	away	from	it.	So	there	is	a	much	
closeness	there	more	than	you	would	really	imagine	existed.	I	think	that	the	
obedience	is	more	to	the	family	and	the	respect	is	more	to	the	school.	I	think	they	
are	distinctly	different.		

David	Yellin‐	Does	it	stop	there?	Does	it	go	to	the	city,	to	the	state	to	the	country	to	
the	race?	

Mose	Walker‐	Well	it	is	difficult	to	say	how	far	it	goes	on	a	whole.	It	doesn’t	
necessarily	stop	there	but	it	is	beginning	to	take	root	rather	than	to	something	
bigger	it	is	now	going	through	something	smaller	to	some	thing	bigger.	It	is	being	
turned	into	race	and	then	tot	eh	country	and	this	is	seemingly	out	of	necessity.	Older	
people	are	now	beginning	to	depend	on	the	younger	people	because	they	have	got	
an	old	expression	guts.	Whereas	they	care	what	is	going	to	happen	to	them,	they	are	
not	cautious	about	what	is	going	to	happen	tot	hem	because	they	feel	like	they	have	
time	on	their	sides.	

David	Yellin‐	Do	you	think	the	children	can	articulate	this	or	is	this	something	that	
you	sense	they	know	they	don’t	necessarily	have	to	articulate	it,	but	I	am	concerned	
if	they	have	articulated	this	in	any	way	or	have	they	to	you?	

Mose	Walker‐	Well,	in	a	sense	they	have.	I	enjoy	a	particular	closeness	with	my	
students	and	there	is	nothing	that	I	won’t	discuss	with	them	or	I	always	tell	them	to	
feel	free	to	discuss	anything	they	want	to	discuss	with	me.	We	have	had	serious	



discussions	on	what	I	think	their	roles	should	be	and	what	would	I	do,	and	I	never	
make	any	positive	statements	as	not	and	don’t	because	these	children	have	a	
strange	sense	of	whether	or	not	you	are	with	them	or	for	them	and	they	feel	this	is	
no	time	for	anyone	to	be	against	them.	

David	Yellin‐	I	don’t	know	whether	this	is	a	fair	question	or	not	and	I	don’t	mean	to	
be	unfair	but	it	is	unfair	to	ask	anybody	to	say	it	in	a	few	words,	but	how	do	you	
explain	the	color	through	the	children.	The	fact	that	they	are	black	and	they	are	
negros…	

Mose	Walker‐	Well	it	is	not	difficult	you	see.	I	used	to	ride	the	busses	with	my	
children	and	I	remember	an	experience	of	going	by	the	fairgrounds	and	one	of	my	
sons	said	daddy	let’s	go	into	the	fairgrounds	you	know.	I	says	no	we	can’t	go	in	the	
fairgrounds	today.	He	said	why,	don’t	you	have	any	money.	So	I	say	yes,	but	today	is	
not	today	for	colored	people.	He	said	colored	people,	and	he	pondered	this	awhile	
and	said	today	is	not	he	day	for	black	people.	So	he	said	why,	why	isn’t	it	today	the	
day.	And	I	knew	right	then	that	I	was	going	to	be	asked	this	a	lot	of	times.	

David	Yellin‐	How	old	was	he?	

Mose	Walker‐	Oh	he	was	very	small	he	must	have	been	some	5	years	old.	And	I	
knew	that	in	my	lifetime	I	would	have	to	explain	t	his	to	a	lot	of	people.	So	I	got	
myself	prepared	to	explain	to	discuss	the	fact	of	life	because	suddenly	you	look	in	
the	mirror	and	you	know	what	you	are	but	you	might	not	know	where	you	belong.	I	
think	nobody	knows	for	awhile,	but	you	know	what	you	are.	So	you	explain	to	them	
facts,	moves	that	are	going	on.	If	a	piece	of	communication	comes	out	whether	it	is	
from	the	board	of	education	or	it	is	written	in	the	newspaper.	You	tell	them	exactly	
what	it	says	that	this	was	published	because	of	this	and	this	was	written	because	of	
this	and	this	is	going	to	happen	to	you	until	you	do	some	thing	to	change	it.	I	always	
think	when	my	son	couldn’t	go	into	the	fairground,	something	has	got	to	be	done	to	
change	this.	First	you	think	about	process	of	laws	and	legislation	as	I	always	discuss	
with	the	children.	Then	you	stop	to	think	who	is	making	these	laws	and	how	much	
can	you	depend	on	them	to	do	what	you	really	want	done.	Then	you	think	well	what	
is	the	quickest	way	and	what	is	the	way	if	the	laws	don’t	work	and	you	try	to	explain	
t	his	that	it	would	be	best	if	no	matters	were	taken	into	your	own	hands	but	you	also	
have	to	leave	enough	ground	for	those	who	wish	to	change	the	laws	in	certain	
manners.	You	always	try	as	an	educator	as	a	person	with	advice	to	steer	along	the	
right	track	but	you	explain	tot	hem	that	there	is	no	curse.	There	is	not	suffering	any	
curse	of	Ham	by	being	black,	you	try	to	explain	to	them	and	that	this	is	the	way	it	
happened	and	since	they	are	black	that	they	must	not	become	lost	color	conscious	
but	they	must	become	involved	not	necessarily	in	the	ideas	of	racism	and	I	don’t	
think	that	black	is	as	much	racism	as	some	people3	would	like	to	believe	but	it	is	a	
new	method	of	identity	that	one	is	not	afraid	to	say	anymore.	Negros	would	not	
used	to	call	themselves	black	people	t	hey	used	to	say	colored	people.	And	they	used	
to	almost	be	as	insensitive	to	the	word	black	as	they	were	to	any	other	word	they	
didn’t	like.	But	it	is	now,	it	is	a	new	identity	really.	This	word	is	okay.	So	I	explained	
to	them	that	being	black	is	ok	and	let’s	change	whatever	laws	that	we	don’t	



necessarily	don’t	like	but	we	try	to	say	unjust	because	there	is	always	going	to	be	
laws	we	don’t	like,	but	we	really	want	to	talk	about	the	unjust	things.	

David	Yellin‐	Ok	now	can	you	detail	if	you	would	the	events	of	the	28th,	March	28th.	

Mose	Walker‐	Well	this	is	sort	of	a	tragic	happening,	we	can	put	it	like	this	and	I	
guess	now	I	will	take	to	be	a	person	that	will	try	to	be	rational.	But	it	is	going	to	take	
me	some	time	for	me	to	really	put	my	entire	faith,	and	I	really	mean	faith	back	into	
our	law	enforcement	agency.	

David	Yellin‐	Can	I	just	interrupt	you	at	the	(muffled)	for	one	thing,	I	feel	now	that	it	
won’t	interrupt	your	flow	because	you	have	a	real	quick	pickup	I	notice	and	that	is	
wonderful	and	very	good.	But	could	you	as	hard	as	you	might	we	are	not	here	to	ask	
you	to	explain	it,	to	do	anything	but	almost	describe	your	own	concept	of	what	this	
is,	no	matter	what	you	may	think,	hurt	feelings,	personally	here	because	it	is	so	
import	that	we	are	aiming	for	the	truth	the	truth	as	you	see	it.,	

Mose	Walker‐	Right	well	I	understanding	why,	what	your	objective	is,	I	wouldn’t	
even	attempt	to	agree	to	the	interview	unless	I	felt	really	compelled	to	give	you	the	
whole	truth.	But	what	really	happened	I	guess	it	would	be	better	to	relate	it	like	this.	
We	knew	the	march	was	going	on.	I	also	felt	like	I	had	a	duty	to	the	march	but	I	also	
knew	there	would	be	some	parents	that	had	to	go	to	work	that	wouldn’t	be	able	to	
allow	their	children	to	march	who	had	to	send	them	to	school.	So	I	also	felt	like	I	had	
a	duty	to	the	se	children.	So	we	were	at	school	and	I	decided	to	plan	by	where	the	
(muffled0	teachers	would	stay	inside	the	building	and	would	teach	all	the	students.	
The	men	teachers	and	we	plotted		out	areas	where	every	man	teacher	would	be	
standing	around	the	school	ground	not	necessarily	as	a	protective	device	but	as	an	
all	seeing	eye	so	to	speak	because	school	grounds	have	so	many	entrances	and	exits.	
So	the	men	of	the	school	would	have	the	school	completely	surrounded	and	their	
were	some	50	men	I	would	say,	Well	during	the	morning	as	all	of	the	people	were	
going	to	the	march	we	were	standing	and	watching	and	we	were	encouraged	to	join	
and	go	along	and	most	of	our	students	had	gone.		

David	Yellin‐	Now	what	was	the	special	duty	or	task	of	the	50	men	to	keep	the	
students	in?	

Mose	Walker‐	No,	no,	These	men	were	instructed	and	our	students	know	not	to	
keep	the	students	in,	not	to	keep	the	students	out.	These	men's	tasks	were	this	
merely	here	is	a	place	that	we	have	to	work	and	we	don’t	know	what	group	or	who	
might	try	to	destroy	it	but	since	this	is	where	we	have	to	come	back	to	we	at	least	
want	to	be	alerted	as	to	how	we	could	best	protect	it.	So	as	we	watched	him	go	back	
and	forth	to	the	march	and	many	parents	came	to	get	their	children	and	many	
parents	left	and	joined	the	march.	Well	Id	dint	know	actually	at	the	time	because	
time	seemed	somewhat	moving	into	infinity	during	that	day.,	It	just	seemed	to	move	
so	slow.	The	school	is	located	next	door	to	a	little		restaurant	named	the	Harlem	
House,	and	next	door	to	it	is	a	cleaners.	A	group	of	us	was	leaning	against	the	
Harlem	House	which	actually	joins	the	school	campus	as	they	were	returning	from	



the	march	or	whatever	happened	downtown.	We	were	getting	sporadic	reports	
something’s	were	true	and	some	things	were	not	true.	Located	next	to	the	Harlem	
House	is	a	cleaners.	I	don’t	know	exactly	how	the	window	in	the	cleaners	was	
broken.		But	it	was	broken	and	the	ADT	alarm	started	sounding.	

David	Yellin‐	What	ADT	alarm?	

Mose	Walker‐	This	is	a	burglar	type	alarm.	

David	Yellin‐	in	the	store	when	the	window	was	busted.	That	is	a	firm	that	guards	I	
see.	

Mose	Walker‐	Right,	so	I	instructed	them	that	as	long	as	we	were	present	here	if	
anybody	recognized	us	they	wouldn’t	even	go	into	this	place.	No	police	were	called	
from	high	school	because	they	had	instructed	all	the	men	to	stay	on	the	campus	and	
nothing	had	happened	on	the	campus.	

David	Yellin‐	The	men	had	no	weapons	or	anything	like	that?	

Mose	Walker‐	No	these	men	had	absolutely	no	weapons,	they	had	pencils	and	every	
man	had	on	a	tie	and	a	shirt	and	was	easily	identifiable	as	a	teacher.	Well	as	the	
events	began	to	transpire	something	happened	to	the	store	on	the	corner	and	I	
asked	my	men	to	just	stay	on	the	school	ground	because	if	this	were	their	duty	for	
us.	Then	as	the	people	began	to	return	to	the	march	some	4	or	5	boys	came	across	
from	the	school	right	at	a	right	angle	towards	the	school,	was	they	had	no	
connection	with			the	march	and	went	into	the	cleaners	and	some	two	or	three	came	
out	with	items	of	clothing.	Well	I	had	my	men	stationed	in	front	of	the	school	
because	I	told	them	we	are	not	going	to	allow	these	people	to	come	on	the	school	
grounds.	By	this	time	the	police	began	to	arrive	in	these	little	task	force	type	units.	
There	were	some	25	to	30	groups	of	children	and	people	on	each	side	of	the	street	
coming	from	the	town	area	when	they	jumped	out.	I	was	in	a	position	to	see	because	
I	was	right	at	the	corner	by	the	Harlem	House	and	my	men	began	to	congregate	
down	there	where	I	was	because	they	wanted	to	know	if	there	was	any	further	
instructions.	Well	they	jumped	out	of	the	car….	

David	Yellin‐	They	being	the	police?	

Mose	Walker‐	The	police.	

David	Yellin‐	Out	of	squad	cars?	

Mose	Walker‐	Out	of	the	squad	cars	there	was	a	sheriff	patrols	car	and	they	had	
clubs	that	were	longer	than	regular	billy	clubs	I	have	never	seen	these	clubs	in	
action	before	they	were	actually	longer	than	billy	clubs.	No	attempt	at	any	moment	
was	made	to	identify	any	of	the	looters	but	then	they	began	swinging	at	people’s	
legs	and	just	knocking	them	out	from	under	them	on	the	street.	And	several	kids	and	
men	were	bloodied	at	the	site.	I	still	told	the	men		just	stay	on	the	school	ground.	
Well	as	they	began,	the	kids	began	to	run	by	school,	kids	adults	and	everything,	The	



men	were	lined	in	front	of	the	school	so	that	they	couldn’t	run	on	the	school	
grounds.	We	just	didn’t	want	the	school	involved.	They	had	stopped	the	traffic	and	
they	were	indiscriminately	swinging	the	clubs	and	everybody	had	weapons	drawn	
and	they	were	ready	to	(muffled)	to	the	school	ground.	As	the	old	(muffled)	ran	in	
front	of	the	school	ground	suddenly	one	of	the	police	officers	jumped	out	of	the	
squad	car	with	a	grenade	type	launcher,	it	was	almost	a	shotgun.	He	didn’t	throw	
tear	gas	he	shot	it.	I	imagine	wherever	he	was	standing	he	wanted	a	greater	
trajectory	because	he	wanted	to	reach	somewhere	where	there	was	nothing	
standing	but	men	teachers	with	ties	keeping	people	off	the	school	ground.	He	shot	a	
grenade	right	in	the	middle	of	this	group	of	teachers	almost	hitting	one	70	year	old	
man	that	is	retiring	this	year,	he	ducked.	Suddenly	they	rushed	the	school	ground	
where	there	is	nothing	but	some	50	teachers	standing	there	all	in	ties	and	shirts	
keeping	the	peace.		They	rushed	to	school	ground,	threatened	us	with	arrest	and	
naturally	the	teachers	were	very	indignant	and	there	were	some	young	fellows	
there	that	didn’t	care	about	word	for	word.	Not	an	officer	had	on	a	nameplate,	not	
one	officer.	We	even		questioned	them	about	why	nobody	had	names	with	them	
because	we	went	on	to	relate	to	them	that	shooting	tear	gas	among	these	teachers	
on	a	school	ground	where	there	is	not	a	child,	not	a	running	person,	not	an	obvious	
looter	at	all	that	they	could	see	in	clear	blue,	there	are	no	hedges	or	anything	
blocking	view	that	they	could	say	this.	Why	would	they	shoot	tear	gas,	every	teacher	
there	was	crying,	the	gas	even	stayed	the	next	day	because	it	got	low	between	the	
main	building	and	the	armory	and	you	couldn’t	go	through	the	walk	way.	When	we	
began	to	solicit	some	explanations	from	these	officers,	we	were	threatened	with	
arrest.	I	actually	had	to	step	between	one	of	my	younger	men	and	one	of	the	officers	
because	he	was	there	his	eyes	were	running,	he	was	obviously	irritated	and	the	
officer	gave	him	no	solid	answer	other	than	we	have	got	a	job	to	do	and	any	way	we	
sure	first	to	do	it	we	are	doing	our	job.	This	is	the	answer	that	he	gave.	When	we	
asked	for	names	to	track,	not	a	man	had	on	their	nameplate,	not	an	officer,	had	on	a	
nameplate.	We	would	even	try	to	get	some	on	film	but	the	fellow	with	the	camera	
couldn’t	even	use	it	because	he	had	been	shot	up,	he	was	standing	right	near	the	tear	
gas	and	as	it	saturated	it	actually	went	into	the	classrooms	in	the	fronts.		

David	Yellin‐	Were	the	officers	wearing	masks?	

Mose	Walker‐	All	the	officers	in	the	front	two	cars	were	wearing	masks.	

David	Yellin‐	They	were	front	he	city?	

Mose	Walker‐	There	were	city,	the	one	who	shot	the	gas	was	form	the	city	however	
there	was	a	sheriff	patrol	car	with	him	and	there	was,	I	don’t	recall	whether	there	
was	a	high	way	patrol	car,	but	I	do	remember	there	was	a	sheriff’s	patrol	car.		

David	Yellin‐	A	sheriff’s	patrol	car	is	larger?	

Mose	Walker‐	Yeah	and	the	color	was…	

David	Yellin‐	I	mean	several	men	could	come	out	of	a	patrol	car	and	they	were	
wearing	masks.	



Mose	Walker‐	Right,	all	officers	weren’t	wearing	masks	because	there	were	so	many	
cars	in	the	particular	task	force	but	those	in	the	lead	cars,	they	were	wearing	masks	
when	they	got	into	the	area	because	the	fellow	got	out	of	the	car	looked	over	and	
then	shot	the	grenade.	To	me	when	he	looked	and	saw	who	was	there	and	could	see	
what	was	going	on,	you	know,	and	then	we	were	all	threatened	with	arrest,	well	I	
knew	this	wouldn’t	be	a	good	thing	and	what	was	happening	to	the	people,	so	I	
stepped	between	my	group	of	men	teachers	who	were	very	(muffled)	on	just	
moving	them	back	and	these	fellows	responded	right	quickly.	

David	Yellin‐	Did	you	identify	yourself	to	the	police	officers	or	was	it	necessary	for	
you	to	do	so?	

Mose	Walker‐	Well	no	I	talked	with	the	officers.		

David	Yellin‐	I	mean	at	that	time	that	you	stepped	in	between,	did	you	identify	
yourself?	

Mose	Walker‐	Right,	they	knew,	but	this	he	told	me	was	we	have	got	to	do	our	job	
we	have	a	job	to	do.		

David	Yellin‐	Did	you	ever…	

Mose	Walker‐	Right,	I	am	the	assistant	principal	and	they	are	doing	what	I	told	them	
to	do	they	are	guarding	the	school	ground.	So	he	said	he	wasn’t	concerned	about	this	
that	the	police	had	a	job	to	do	and	they	are	doing	it	the	best	way	or	any	way	they	
saw	fit.	And	I	told	him	even	at	the	extent	of	knocking	these	people	in	the	street	who	
aren’t	involved	and	shooting	tear	gas	among	our	teachers	and	threatening	us	with	
arrest.	So	he	said	we	have	got	a	job	to	do	and	we	are	going	to	do	it	anyway…	

David	Yellin‐	Did	they	use	any	profanity	or	any	epitaphs.	

Mose	Walker‐	There	were	words	used..	

8Oon	both	sides?	

Mose	Walker‐	I	will	say	this	my	teachers	were	protesting	vigorously	but	I	did	not	
hear	a	curse	word	or	one	word	of	profanity.	I	allowed	them	to	protest	vigorously	
and	they	did	but	not	a	word	was	used.	And	I	am	glad	these	fellows	had	no	weapons.	I	
am	really	glad	at	a	time	like	this	that	they	had	none.		

David	Yellin‐	Can	you	recall	that	were	you	observing	and	can	you	recall	that	when	
the	squad	cars	came	and	the	sheriff’s	van,	can	you	recall	that	picture	where	did	they	
come	and	then	come	after	did	they	form	any,	or	did	they	get	into	a	formation	or	did	
they	just	come	and	haphazardly	go	in	any	direction	or	what	happened.		

Mose	Walker‐	Well	they	dropped	out	of	their	cars,	I	would	say	this	was	one	of	the	
longer	things	than	those	that	were	subsequently	riding	in	the	streets.	Seemed	like	
more	cars	were	involved	in	the	van.	But	they	pulled	out	from	both	sides	of	the	car	
and	they	rather	than	any	group	or	particular	form	or	shape	they	spread	themselves	I	



would	say	about	a	fourth	of	the	length	of	the	campus.	They	were	together	in	a		sense	
but	they	were	not	in	a		group.	

David	Yellin‐	But	this	was	a	military	formation	that	was	obviously	pre	arranged.		

Mose	Walker‐	That	this	was	the	way	this	was	to	be	done.	This	was	not	a	haphazard	
thing	and	as	by	design	because	I	cannot	understand	why	they	would	ride	with	
masks	on	if	there	was	no	intention,	I	know	there	is	a	possibility	of	using	the	tear	gas	
could	occur	but	to	be	riding	in	the	force	when	it	is	not	that	difficult	to	slip	over	your	
head.	

David	Yellin‐	And	arriving	with	it	on.	

Mose	Walker‐	Already	on,	made	me	feel	that	they	were	some	pre‐determination	to	
an	indiscriminate	use	because	as	he	jumped	out,	he	jumped	out	firing,	he	jumped	
out	looking	over	on	the	school	grounds,	I	just	knew	he	wouldn’t	fire	it	because	
anybody	could	see	from	blocks	away	that	here	were	teachers	here.		

David	Yellin‐	And	he	wasn’t	given	an	order	he	himself	whoever	it	was	fired?	

Mose	Walker‐	He	fired.		

David	Yellin‐	Was	he	an	officer	did	you	know?	

Mose	Walker‐	I	saw	no	bars,	fact	was	most	of	them	was	in	short	sleeves	and	they	
didn’t,	I	didn’t	even	see	any	bars.	

David	Yellin‐	It	was	a	warm	day	then.	

Mose	Walker‐	_Right	it	was	rather	warm	and	there	was	one	who	was	leaving	and	
obviously	giving	all	this	after	the	gas	was	shot	dispersing	the	men	and	sending	them	
in	this	direction	and	what	not.	And	they	just,	the	indiscriminate	shooting	and	the	
actual	grenade	would	have	hit	the	man	and	I	think	I	have	the	actual	canister	at	
school	now.		

David	Yellin‐	you	do?	

Mose	Walker‐	Yes,	I	am	pretty	sure.		

David	Yellin‐	Can	we	get	a	picture	of	it,	or	can	we	have	it.	

Mose	Walker‐	I	think	you	cold.	

David	Yellin‐	It	would	be…	

Mose	Walker‐	We	have	the	canister.	

David	Yellin‐	Now	the	police	responded	to	the	alarm	as	a	result	of	the	broken	
window	you	think	or	did	you	ever	find	out?	



Mose	Walker‐	The	reason	I	know	they	didn’t	respond	to	it	as	a	result	of	the	broken	
window	because	the	window	was	broken	some	hour	and	a	half	before	they	got	
there.	

David	Yellin‐	I	see,	and	you	had	no	way	of	knowing	who	broke	the	window.	

Mose	Walker‐	No.	

David	Yellin‐	That	was	before	you	took	your	positions?	

Mose	Walker‐	Right	there	is	no	way	of	really	knowing	who	broke	the	window	
because	the	window	fronts	just	like	the	school	front,	but	it	is	projected	out	several	
feet,	the	school	recesses.	

David	Yellin‐	Who	owns	that	do	you	know?	

Mose	Walker‐	It	was	a	cleaners.	

David	Yellin‐	Is	it	a	white	person	who	owns	it?	

Mose	Walker‐	Yes.	And	as	her	an	I	talked	many	days	since	he	is	completely	unaware	
that	nobody	was	after	him,	I	mean	he	is	aware	that	nobody	was	after	him.	

David	Yellin‐	Was	it	done	before	9:00?	I	thin	this	is	only	significant	in	that	the	march	
was	supposed	to	have	started	at	9:00.	

Mose	Walker‐	No	it	was	after	9:00.	

David	Yellin‐	So	it	was	after	the	march	was	supposed	to	have	started.	

Mose	Walker‐	Right	it	was	a	good	deal	after	9:00.		

David	Yellin‐	And	you	did	say	that	a	lot	of	people	had	been	to	the	march	and	had	
returned	because	at	11:00	or	so	it	was	over.	

Mose	Walker‐	Right	and	many	people	had	returned.	

David	Yellin‐	How	far	you	in	walking	distance	are	you	from	the	temple?	

Mose	Walker‐	Oh	I	would	say	15	or	20	minutes	walking	distance	to	a	person	with	
reasonable	mobility.	

David	Yellin‐	Especially	young	people.	

Mose	Walker‐	Right	a	young	person	could	walk	it	in	20	minutes.	

David	Yellin‐	Well	now	when	al	of	this	what	happened	finally,	how	did	people	
disperse.	

Mose	Walker‐	Well	people	dispersed	fairly	well	because	reinforcements	were	
constantly	circling	the	area	and	cars	in	the	most	direct	manner		as	you	could	



imagine,	even	police	cars	and	I	can	recall	standing	on	the	school	ground	seeing	two	
little	boys	running	across	on	Georgia	Avenue	school	ground,	little	boys	and	one	
police	car	shooting	across	the	lot	and	two	of	he	police	officers	jumping	out	with	
drawn	weapons,	with	pistols	in	their	hands	and	these	boys	say	couldn’t	have	been	6	
or	7	years	old,	or	more.	They	let	them	go	but	they	lined	them	up	against	the	car	with	
the	weapon	drawn	on	the	children	on	the	lot	right	across	the	street	which	is	Georgia	
Avenues	lot	in	front	of	the	school.	And…	

David	Yellin‐	Because	the	kids	were	running?	

Mose	Walker‐	They	were	running	and	I	don’t	know	whether	they	felt	they	had	
something	to	do	with	looting	or	what	the	situation	was	but	when	I	looked	up	the	
children	were	running	around	one	way	and	the	car	was	cutting	across	at	an	angle	to	
cut	them	off	and	they	jumped	out	with	drawn	weapons.	And	this	is	in	the	day	when	
one	can	see,	this	is	11:00	or	12:00	in	the	day	and	this	we	were	able	to	see	but	again	
we	couldn’t	even	get	the	number	on	the	police	car	because	it	was	up	on	the	lot	
across	the	street	but	we	could	see	what	was	happening.	And	it	has	yet	been	a	
mystery	to	me	as	to	why	if	it	wasn’t	some	pre‐arranged	plan	that	no	officer	had	on	a	
nameplate.	Not	an	officer.		

David	Yellin‐	That	is	some	thing	certainly	wee	have	to	talk	bout	and	find	out.		

Mose	Walker‐	Yes	this	must	be	significant.	Because	they	do	carry	one	Wilson	at	all	
times?	

Wilson	Beyer‐	At	least	there	badges.	

Mose	Walker‐	There	were	no	badges	and	there	were	no	nameplates.	Because	
certainly	I	want	to	protest,	immediately	I	wanted	to	protest	the	incident	but	am	I	
going	to	jot	down	an	incident	when	I	can’t	identify	a	man	not	a	badge	number	not	
his	name,	this	quickly	could	become	lost.	Yes	I	have	50	men,	50	men	teachers	over	
there	now	and	any	man	would	sit	and	tell	you	the	same	thing	but	this	was	all	I	had	
to	go	on	was	a	blanket	indictment	against	not	a	name	or	badge.	

Wilson	Beyer‐	Did	the	police	arrive	there	before	or	after	the	disturbance	down	
town?	

Mose	Walker‐	They	were	just	going	through	the	area	before	but	they	arrived	after	
the	disturbance	downtown.	When	they	arrived	it	was	after	the	disturbance	because	
many	people	had	returned	and	long	past.	And	see	we	were	determined	to	stay	out	
until	we	felt	like	everybody	had	passed	the	school	going	back	home	or	to	work	or	to	
wherever	they	were	going.	Many	people	that	passed	going	by.		

David	Yellin‐	Going	to	the	march	and	also	from	the	march.	

Mose	Walker‐	Right.		

David	Yellin‐	And	you	had	heard	when	you	said	awhile	back	you	heard	stories	of	
people	being	shot.	



Mose	Walker‐	When	I	say	stories	there	is	no	way	to	ascertain	how	much	truth	was	
going.	

David	Yellin‐	But	some	trouble	had	erupted	for	sure.	

Mose	Walker‐	Yeah	we	were	trying	to	listen	to	radios	and	we	were	hearing	reports	
of	people	that	were	coming	back	from	town	what	was	happening.	And	because	we	
stayed	in	the	stationary	point	you	know	we	had	heard	of	instances	at	Hamilton	high	
school	and	somebody	brewing	shot	and	kids	webbing	hurt	you	know,	these	were	
things	we	heard.	We	placed	some	truth	in	some	and	some	we	didn’t.	But	I	saw	legs	
just	being	knocked,	it	was	almost	like	a	cow	prod	but	it	was	made	out	of	wood.	

David	Yellin‐	Those	are	the	riot	sticks.	

=They	are	long	sticks	and	it	takes	almost	two	hands	to	swing	it	with	some	degree	of	
force.		

David	Yellin‐	Now	as	I	recall	and	I	may	be	wrong	I	had	heard	that	the	incident	at	
your	school	was	where	the	police	came	and	saw	this	group	of	men	and	went	at	them	
with	the	sticks	but	that	is	not	completely	accurate?	

Mose	Walker‐	No	they	each	had	sticks,	when	they	came	wit	h	the	sticks	when	the	
confrontation	came	between	the	men	and	the	police	as	a	result	of	them	shooting	the	
tear	gas	among	the	men.	Because	from	they	indiscriminately	shot	the	gas	amongst	
the	men	they	all,	all	the	men	surged	down	to	wonder	why.	Then	all	the	officers	
surged	over	towards	the	men	with	the	sticks.	As	long	as	they	discussed	I	listened	
and	we	all	discussed	and	I	saw	it	becoming	heated	and	I	knew	good	and	well	how	
could	these	men	win	under	these	odds	so	I	immediately	stepped	between	them	so	to	
speak.	They	even	ordered	us	off	the	school	sidewalk.	Actually	ordered	us	into	the	
building	and	off	the	school	grounds.	

David	Yellin‐	but	they	didn’t	swing	sticks	at	you	men.	

Mose	Walker‐	No,	nobody	actually	swung	a	stick	because	I	moved	the	men.		

David	Yellin‐	But	they	swung	the	sticks	at	the	civilians.	

Mose	Walker‐	They	hit	people	and	I	saw	them	knock	legs	out	from	under.	They	were	
clearing	an	area	of	the	sidewalk	and	rather	than	order	them	off	as	they	were	
jumping	out	of	the	car	they	were	jumping	out	swinging	and	grabbing….	

David	Yellin‐	But	below	the	belt…	

Mose	Walker‐	The	ones	I	saw,	I	saw	one	instance	of	an	officer	grabbing	a	boy	in	the	
back	of	his	belt	and	flinging	him	against	the	patrol	car	with	such	force	until	the	boy	
didn’t	have	a	chance	to	brace	his	fall	and	his	face	and	hands	and	all	hit	and	knot	
quickly	rose	in	the	center	of	his	forehead	as	he	flung	him	against	the	car	and	
searched	him	and	saw	this	knot	and	subsequently	let	him	go.		



Wilson	Beyer‐	Am	I	correct	that	awhile	back	you	made	some	reference	to	the	fact	
that	perhaps	the	firing	of	he	tear	gas	canister	was	somewhat	related	to	the	
movement	of	one	of	the	looters.	

Mose	Walker‐	If		so	I	don’t	want	to	give	you	this	impression	because	I	can’t	see	how	
it	is	related	only	time	wise	and	not	space	wise	because	when	I	say	time	wise	it	was	
at	the	time…the	looting	had	gone	on…	

Wilson	Beyer‐	I	thought	I	recalled	you	saying	one	of	the	looters	was	running	
towards	the	school.	

Mose	Walker‐	The	looting	had	gone	on	and…	

David	Yellin‐	Before	the	police	came.	

Mose	Walker‐	Right	the	looters	had	gone	but	the	people	were	still	passing	the	area.	
And	they	had	to	pass	on	the	sidewalk	and	into	the	streets	right	by	the	cleaners	that	
was	broken	open.		

David	Yellin‐	And	the	looting	was	it	confined	to	the	cleaners?	

=Yes	it	was	confined	to	the	cleaners,	the	Harlem	House	was	next	door	and	not	a	
window	was	broken,	and	not	a	window	was	broken	in	the	school.	Those	people	who	
happened	to	be	caught	right	in	front	of	the	cleaners	when	the	task	force	arrived,	just	
happened	to	be	making	the	wrong	steps	at	the	wrong	time.	Because	as	they	drove	
up	and	jumped	out	these	were	the	first	ones	that…	

David	Yellin‐	Those	people	were	not	necessarily	going	into..	

Mose	Walker‐	They	were	not,	this	is	a	time	element	you	see	the	reason	it	wasn’t	this	
man	it	was	because	had	passed	the	cleaner.	

David	Yellin‐	But	the	police	could	have	seen	the	broken	window	and	could	have	seen	
the	people	there…	

Mose	Walker‐	Nobody	was	in	the	place	when	the	police	arrived,	not	a	person.	One	of	
the	reasons	the	place	didn’t	get,	the	place	really	didn’t	get	looted	bad	until	it	was	all	
over	and	because	we	were	standing	there	when	they	broke	the	window,	nobody	
actually	went	in	because	we	were	standing	there.	My	teachers	were	responsible	the	
corner	on	the	store,	the	furniture,	there	is	a	furniture	store	on	the	corner.	That	
furniture	got	every	television	and	lamp	back	initially	because	my	teachers	were	
responsible	for	them	getting	every	piece,	they	were	looking	out	the	windows	and	
saw	which	way	they	went	and	everything	and	they	sent	all	this	stuff	back	into	the	
store.	

Wilson	Beyer‐	Could	you	show	me	or	perhaps	relate	to		the	relationship	to	the	
cleaners,	where	you	were	situated	and	from	which	direction	the	police	came.	



Mose	Walker‐	Ok,	let’s	do	it,	yeah	we	can	do	it	like	this.	And	let’s		just	consider	this	a	
whole	area	where	the	school	recesses	back	like	this	with	this	being	the	area	of	the	
street.	

David	Yellin‐	And	what	street	is	that?	

Mose	Walker‐	This	his	Mississippi.	This	is	Mississippi	but	it	is	just	like	this	where	
Lauderdale	comes	by	the	school	this	is	the	angle	that	it	make	sand	this	is	sort	of	
median	strip	here	and	this	is	Mississippi.	Well	the	school	recesses	back	but	the	area	
out	to	Lauderdale	is	school	ground.	The	shaded	area	and	the	school	ground	runs	
right	up	tot	the	building	area	which	is	here.	The	first	building,	the	first	building	right	
here	is	the	Harlem	House	and	the	next	one		is	the	cleaners.	

David	Yellin‐	What	is	the	Harlem	House	a	restaurant?	

Mose	Walker‐	Yes	a	restaurant.	So	you	see	all	of	this	is	grassy	area	going	out	to	here.	
Well	I	was	standing	right	here,	right	here	on	the	corner	really	leaning	against	the	
Harlem	house	so	I	can	see	as	far	this	way	and	this	way	as	possible.	Well	the	police	
caravan	came	in	this	direction.	

Wilson	Beyer‐	So	actually	as	you	have	described	it	here	the	police	came	by	the	
cleaners,	in	other	words	they	didn’t	approach	from	the	opposite	direction…	

Mose	Walker‐	Right…No.	

Wilson	Beyer‐	Which	would	have	placed	the	group	of	teachers	between	the	police	
and	the	cleaners.	

Mose	Walker‐	No	they	approached	from	the	cleaners	area	and	the	(muffled)	the	lead	
car	stopped	about	along	here.	

David	Yellin‐	Did	it	stop	on	the	side	walk	on	in	the	street.	

Mose	Walker‐	no	it	stopped	in	the	street	but	it	stopped	in	such	a	position	that	it	
could	see	the	entire,	I	would	say	the	first	5	cars	could	see	the	entire	area	of	the	
school	ground.	And	this	was	the	thing	that	got	me	was	maybe	out	of	the	second	car	
the	grenade	was	shot.	If	it	had	been	shot	out	of	a	car	back	here		that	couldn’t	see	the	
school	ground…	

David	Yellin‐	It	would	be	directed	here.	It	was	obviously	directed	here.	

Mose	Walker‐	And	it	was	not	shot	say	the	moment	he	got	out	but	he	got	out	and	
assessed	the	situation	because	all	the	shock.	

David	Yellin‐	But	you	saw	him	get	out	with	the	weapon?	

Mose	Walker‐	Yes.	

Wilson	Beyer‐	Well	approximately	what	was	the	difference	between	the	officer	and	
the	group	of	teachers.	



Mose	Walker‐	Well	the	officer	was	on	the	street	and	I	say	this	must	be	some	10	
yards.	

Wilson	Beyer‐	So	it	was	almost	a	direct	trajectory.	

Mose	Walker‐	Right,	there	was	a	spot	there	on	the	sidewalk	where	the	canister	hit	
the	sidewalk.		

Wilson	Beyer‐	Was	there	any	indication	whether	or	not	the	officers	involved	had	
perhaps	been	involved	in	the	disturbances	downtown,	were	any	of	them	in	t‐shirts?	

Mose	Walker‐	Well	this	I	don’t	recall	but	I	do	know	that	the	ones	we	confronted	
were	in	white	shirts.	No	ties.	

David	Yellin‐	White	dress	shirts.	

Mose	Walker‐	White	dress	shirts	and	no	ties	and	no	marks	of	any	or	no	identifying	
marks	of	any	nature	none	at	all.	No	stars	no	bars	nothing	at	all.	

David	Yellin‐	it	is	interesting…	

Mose	Walker‐	I	couldn’t	even	accuse	a	lieutenant	because	there	was	no	bars	and	I	
am	sure	there	was	an	officer	of	some	status	among	this	group.	

Wilson	Beyer‐	You	mentioned	it	was	about	an	hour	and	half	before	since	the	alarm	
went	off…	

Mose	Walker‐	Before	the	first	car	arrived.	

Wilson	Beyer‐	Well	have	you	had	occasion	to	mention	this	to	the	store	owner?	

Mose	Walker‐	Right	and	he	said	that	he	had	called	and	called	and	called	and	said	
that	they	had	told	him	to	come	down	and	stay	at	the	store.	

Wilson	Beyer‐	Oh	then	he	was	at	the	store	at	the	time….	

Mose	Walker‐	No		he	was	not	there	but	I	don’t	know	if	there	was	some	connection	
between	his	alarm	ring	and….	

Wilson	Beyer‐	That	is	what	I	was	fixing	to	get	at	I	thought	that	all	this	alarms	were…	

David	Yellin‐	Automatically	responded	to	by	the	police…	

Mose	Walker‐	Right	but	they	didn’t	so	he	said	this	that	they	had	asked	him	to	stay	
there	at	the	store	until	they	could	get	there	or	come	to	the	store	but	he	said	he	was	
really	afraid.		

Wilson	Beyer‐	Well	then	he	had	called	himself	between	the	time	of	the	breakage	
and…	



Mose	Walker‐	I	don’t	know	but	it	is	apparent	that	he	did	in	order	for	this	to	
transpire.	

David	Yellin‐	Right	in	order	for	that	exchange	to	take	place.	

Mose	Walker‐	Right	it	is	apparent.	

David	Yellin‐	Well	I	think	it	is	clear	to	me,	from	your	description	of	what	happened,	
can	we	kind	of	talk	about	a	little	bit	of	the	after	math.		

Mose	Walker‐	Well	rather	than	talking	really	to	my	men	and	trying	to	get	their	
thinking	right	regardless	to	how	mine	might	have	been,	because	in	a	sense	they	are	
my	responsibility	there.	We	discussed	it	and	everybody	wanted	to	protest	the	
situation	and	as	we	discussed	it	nobody	knew	an	officer’s	name,	nobody	could	see	a	
bar,	we	had	nothing	to	go	on	you	know	and	we	talked,	feelings	were	very	high.	

David	Yellin‐	This	was	the	same	afternoon	the	28th?	

Mose	Walker‐	Right	I	thought	it	was	only	fair	that	I	re‐group	the	men	out	of	some	
obligation	to	them	and	we	re‐grouped	and	the	feelings	were	high	and	then	teachers	
there	and	now	men	teachers	who	speak	of	this	incident	with	much	feeling.	

David	Yellin‐	Now	where	did	you	feel	you	could	go	with	it?	

Mose	Walker‐	Well	this	is	it.	With	no	evidence	or	proof	except	a	spent	canister	
where	could	we	go?	

Mose	Walker‐	This…	

David	Yellin‐	Could	you	go	to	the	board	of	education?	

Mose	Walker‐	Possibly	but….	

David	Yellin‐	Why	didn’t	it	occur	to	you?	

Mose	Walker‐	Oh	it	occurred	but…	

David	Yellin‐	Or	if	it	did	occur	to	you	why	did	you	not	think	of	taking	this	course?	

Mose	Walker‐	(muffled)	again	I	like	for	protest	of	this	nature	to	be	fruitful	and	I	
didn’t	see	us	with	enough	evidence	because	a	day	later,	a	few	days	later	the	tears	
had	dried	up.	We	cried…	

David	Yellin‐	It	seems	to	me	Mr.	Walker	and	I	am	just	trying	just	so	we	can	keep	this	
as	clear	as	possible.	It	seems	to	me	that	50	teachers	and	an	assistant	principal	and	
let’s	assume	the	principal	would	support	you	,	it	would	seem,	if	I	were	a	member	of	
this	staff	that	I	would	like	to	have	access,	sympathetic	access	to	people	who	would	
say	oh	I	believe	you.	50	men	don’t	get	together	and	conspire,	or	do	they.	



Mose	Walker‐	But	something	better	is	happening.	When	I	say	something	better	I	
mean	in	the	feelings	of	these	50	men	is	that	this	is	the	reason	they	didn’t	go	is	
because	they	didn’t	want	a	sympathetic	agreement,	and	they	knew	they	could	get	
sympathetic	agreement.	We	called	in	the	incident	tot	eh	board,	it	was	called	in	but	I	
think	this	is	the	thing	that	has	happened	is	that	these	men	no	longer	wanted	a	
sympathetic	agreement.	

David	Yellin‐	Why	is	that?	

Mose	Walker‐	Because	this	is	what	they	feel	like	they	have	been	told	al	their	live	is	I	
know	how	you	feel.	I	agree	with	how	you	feel.	

David	Yellin‐	You	mean	the	white	power	structure	would	just	accept	this?	

Mose	Walker‐	Would	accept	this	and	say	be	sympathetic	but	what	does	sympathy	
prove	to	people	who	are	used	to	sympathy.	I	mean	even	to	me	and	I	have	had	an	
opportunity	to	live	a	little	better	than	some	people	but	I	faced	the	same	face	in	the	
mirror	and	I	have	sympathy.	Which	meant	nothing	because	no	white	person	could	
know	how	the	negro	feels	really	know.	You	see,	can	really	know	and	say	being	
sympathetic	is	as	far	as	he	can	know.	

David	Yellin‐	you	mean	you	figure	that	you	could	never	get	action.	

Mose	Walker‐	No	because	I	had,	whatever	would	have	come	out	of	my	going	if	I	had	
been	able	to	say	badge	number	this,	or	officer	this,	or	whatever	if	I	had	had	those	
names.	

David	Yellin‐	Did	you	go	through	a	lawyer?	

Mose	Walker‐	No,	you	see	so	many	of	these	things	are	really	a	bit	not	at	all		far	
fetched	but	in	my	role	and	my	relationship	to	the	school	and	the	community	some	of	
these	things	in	a	sense	stop.	And	without	further	proof,	and	even	going	to	lawyers	
cost	money	and	even	if	you	go	to	these	civil	rights	lawyers,	I,	as	much	as	I,	can	
contribute	in	some	senses	better	in	one	way	than	I	can	another.	Because	as	long	as	I	
am	employed	by	the	board	of	education	there	is	a	certain	amount	I	can	involve	the	
school	you	see.	

David	Yellin‐	The	point	is	that	it	is	true	that	the	police	headquarters,	or	the	
headquarters	that	dispatched	these	people	must	have	a	record	of	these	people	being	
somewhere.	

Mose	Walker‐	I	should	feel	that	this	is	true.	

David	Yellin‐	So	that	I	mean	you	know	it	is	easy	for	us	to	sit	here	and	say	hey	you	
should	have	done	this	or	you	should	have	done	that,	this	is	not	my	point.	We	are	not	
second	guessing	you	and	we	are	not	quarterbacking	a	month	later,	that	is	not	the	
point.	But	I	just,		because	what	I	think	is	interesting	here	or	what	deserves	to	be	
examined	is	what	forces	made	you	not	do	certain	things	that	let	me	say	under	
ordinary	circumstances	you	might	do.	



Mose	Walker‐	Well	I	guess	a	lack	of	what	I	felt	was	evidence.	When	I	say	a	lack	of	
evidence	all	I	have	got	is	a	tear	gas	canister	and	some	crying	teachers	and	50	men’s	
words	that	IU	trust	but	these	50	men	not	a	man	there	could	still	and	one	of	the	
teacher’s	called	it	to	my	attention,	Mr.	Walker	there	is	not	a	name	plate	on,	but	he	
said	it	so	that	the	officer	could	hear.	He	said	there	is	not	a	nameplate	all	across	or	a	
badge.	

Wilson	Beyer‐	Were	there	any	newsmen	present?	

Mose	Walker‐	No,	this	reporter	is	usually	with	Kay	Pickman	had	been	there	that	
morning,	I	mean	the	photographer	and	I	had	talked	with	him.	

David	Yellin‐	Yeah	they	were	in	the	parade	and	they	got…	

Mose	Walker‐	He	had	been	there	in	the	morning	but	he	left	in	a		Volkswagen	I	talked	
with	him	he	told	me	he	had	to	go	to	town.	

David	Yellin‐	He	got	Kay	out	of…	

Mose	Walker‐	Couple	of	more	minutes	I	have	got	to	go.	But	one	thing	you	mentioned	
it	seems	that	these	men	were	being	dispatched	and	this	is	normal	but	their	dispatch	
must	have	been	in	some	helter	skelter	manner	because	as	the	officer	who	was	
obviously	the	lead	officer	was	moving	them	back	into	the	car	without	any	direction	
they	raced	off	in	this	direction	and	just	a	second	or	a	few	moments	later	they	would	
race	back	up	this	way	not	as	though	they	were	being	dispatched	to	a	scene	but	as	if	
they	had	some	frenzy	just	to	clear	the	street.	I	am	shocked	to	death	that	no	traffic	
accidents	occur	because	there	is	an	overhead	that	is	located	right	across	in	front	of	
the	school,	well	really	some	20	years	on	the	Mississippi	and	it	is	a	dangerous	
underpass.	And	the	speed	with	which	these	men	were	maneuvering	these	cars	I	was	
just	utterly	amazed.	

Wilson	Beyer‐	How	many	cars	involved?	

Mose	Walker‐	Well	I	would	say	th4ere	were	anywhere	from	7	to	8	cars	in	the	force	
that	was	there.	

David	Yellin‐	And	how	many	police	men	in	all.	

Mose	Walker‐	Well	they	were	in	front	and	back	both	cars,	there	was	some	6	to	a	car	
they	were	riding	3	in	the	front	and	3	in	the	back	so	you	could	say	there	some	40	
officers.		At	the	maximum	there	would	have	been	42	in	7	cars	so	you	would	say	that	
there	was	(muffled)	officers.		

David	Yellin‐	Ok	now	what	was	the	result	at	the	school,	how	did	it	affect	the	
children?	

Mose	Walker‐	There	were	a	minimum	amount	of	children	at	the	school	at	this	
particular	time.	But	any	time	like	this	no	teacher	could	ignore	events	like	this	of	
what	is	going	on,	even	in	classrooms	no	teacher	is	going	to	stick	to	the	script	of	the	



book	because	of	the	time	any	teacher	who	does	this	now	is	not	being	fair	to	the	
children.	You	have	to	also	inject	what	is	happening	every	day.	And	every,	we	had	
instructed	every	teacher	that	if	they	had	to	mention	any	incident	that	they	would	
mention	it	in	the	sense	that	it	did	not	incite	anybody	merely	for	the	reason	that	we	
are	still	dedicated	to	a	law	and	order	type	situation	and	we	wanted	them	to	
understand	what	happened	and	this	is	one	of	the	things	you	got	to	fight	for	so	you	
ought	to	know	that	it	happened.		

David	Yellin‐	Do	you	think	the	children	do	understand?	

Mose	Walker‐	Oh	there	is	no	doubt	in	my	mind,	I	think	that	some	of	the	children	are	
the	most	knowledgeable	and	have	been	the	most	pleasantly	gratified.	That	they	do	
understand.	

David	Yellin‐	Are	there	any	movements	in	your	school	that	are	connected	to	the	
more	violent	group?	

Mose	Walker‐	I	don't	really	think	so	because	nothing	has	spilled	over	into	the	
school.	I	don’t	think	so,	it	is	difficult	to	tell	but	I	don’t	really	think	so.	There	have	
been	no	attempts	among	the	students	to	organize	themselves	in	a	violent	manner.	
Now	most	of	the	kids	there	affiliate	or	associate	with	something	because	so	are	the	
teachers	so	do	I	feel	like	every	man	that	now	should	be	affiliated	whether	it	is	
violent,	whether	it	is	self	help	but	(muffled)	there	will	never	be	another	time	in	our	
history	like	this	so	it	is	time	to	belong	you	know	to	something.	

David	Yellin‐	What	do	you	think	the	summer	is	going	to	be	like?	

Mose	Walker‐	Oh	I	don’t	think	it	is	going	to	be	as	hot,	I	think	the	event	s	are	going	to	
make	it	long	but	I	don’t	think	it	is	going	to	be	as	hot	because	just	this	evening	
listening	at	the	television	Downing	Pryor	is	beginning	to	make	some	good	
statements.	He	said,	I	don’t	know	his	concern	about	business	and	what	not	and	who	
vascinated	John	T.	Fisher	you	see.	Here	is	coming	some	guys	who	knows	that	
everything	is	alright	in	Memphis	now	and	that	means	as	the	guys	say	in	New	York,	
how	is	everything	in	Memphis.	As	a	friend	of	mine	said,	well	white	folks	still	don’t	
talk.	Well	when	(muffled)	going	back	you	know	as	Downing	Pryor	advises	them	
don’t	just	be	back	on	top	now	because	were	you	go	on	back	to	your	place	the	negros	
haven’t.	So	some	people	are	going	to	be	vascinated	suddenly	you	know.	And	you	are	
going	to	find	them,	people	sticking	up.	They	are	not	going	to	shoot	John	T.	Fisher	
down	because	he	represents	maybe	a	little	bit	more	than	the	man	with	the	human	
relations	council	does.	They	are	going	to	be	skeptical	about	what…	

David	Yellin‐	they	aren’t	going	to	mace	him?	

Mose	Walker‐	No	they	are	going	to	be	skeptical	about	what	they	say	or	do	to	John	T.	

David	Yellin‐	(muffled)	from	some	of	the	white	people/.	



Mose	Walker‐	Listen	that	there	is	no	doubt	in	my	mind	and	there	is	no	doubt	in	my	
mind	that	the	help	is	going	to	come	from	them.	

David	Yellin‐	How	soon?	

Mose	Walker‐	Oh	we	would	only	have	to	speculate	here,	and	be	hopeful	that	time	is	
right	and	good	and	we	preach	and	try	to	explain	the	establishment	but	we	don’t	
preach	any	hatred	and	that	no	man,	we	feel	that	every	man	has	a	place.	We	try	to	
explain	what	is	done	and	said	against…	

David	Yellin‐	What	do	you	fear	most?	

Mose	Walker‐	What	do	I	fear	most?	That	large	majority	of	the	middle	age	people	and	
not	class	won’t	get	an	opportunity	really	feel	and	really	realize	what	is	inevitable	
and	what	is	to	come	for	them.	

David	Yellin‐	A	large	majority	of	middle	age	white	people?	

Mose	Walker‐	Large	majority	of	middle	age	people	white	and	negro.	Because	it	can’t	
be	a	real	experience	unless	both	groups	get	the	feeling.	

David	Yellin‐	Now	are	you	discounting	the	old	and	giving	your	hope	to	the	young?	

Mose	Walker‐	Well	yeah	right.	Well	my	hope	is	for	the	young	but	it	is	going	to	be	
done	by	work	of	the	young	and	the	middle	age	people	you	see	and	I	just	fear	that	the	
ones	that	are	going	to	do	the	majority	of	the	sounds	work	aren’t	going	to	be	the	
biggest	recipients.	And	it	is	not	like	a	capital	gain	and	it	is	not	like	a	profit	where	if	
you	don’t	get	the	money	you	can	pass	it	on	to	the	children	I	think	it	is	a	feeling	that	
people	want	tot	feel	inside	and	like	to	know.	Sometimes	I	get	a	kick	out	of	driving	
way	out,	I	drove	out	on	Getwell	Road	and	went	into	a	pizza	place	where	I	know	that	
no	negro	goes	and	has	never	gone	before,	you	know	and	where	as	I	was	served	how	
courteous	it	was	wasn’t	so	important	to	me.	I	was	sort	of	tickled	where	I	am	sure	
that	I	enjoyed	mine	more	than	anyone	else	because	it	was	missing	(muffled).	

David	Yellin‐	When	was	this?	

Mose	Walker‐	This	was	not	long	ago,	maybe	a	week	ago	or	so.	

David	Yellin‐	Still.	

Mose	Walker‐	Yeah	well	there	are	places	in	midtown	where	the	big	places	are	it	is	
ok	to	(muffled)	in	these	place	where	there	are	many	negros	coming	in	and	out.	

David	Yellin‐	It	is	isolated	(muffled)	I	pass	that	place	I	walk	past	it	on	the	way	home.	

Mose	Walker‐	Yeah.	And	my	church	is	really	liberal	church	but	I	notice	in	our	
meetings	now	and	we	play	bal	together	and	we	exchange	pastors	and	have	the	
conferences	and….I	am	still	more	comfortable	in	his	church	than	he	is	in	mine.	IU	
can	sing	a	little	louder	in	his	than	he	can	in	mine.,	So		I	fear	that	those	people	that	



need	to	experience	these	things	and	get	a	feeling	won’t	be	the	recipients	and	that	is	
my	biggest	fear	because	it	is	inevitable.	

David	Yellin‐	One	last	almost	silly	question	in	a	way	but	not	really.	Do	you	think	
Lobe,	what	do	you	think	of	Lobe?	

Mose	Walker‐	I	think	Lobe	is	really	misguided,	misdirected	and	I	think	Lobe	from	
what	I	understand	is	an	apostate	Jew	and	any	man	in	my	opinion	who	has	this	much	
difficulty	being	on	common	terms	with	his	god	must	not	understand	his	fellow	man	
and	I	believe	a	crude	awakening	is	in	store	for	him	and	I	also	believe	that	when	Lobe	
shuts	his	eyes	each	night	sleep…(Tape	End)	


