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Sou wester

Dean Wott

By Janet Hanna

Thursday, March 10,
Dean Wottle offered a brief
profile of the incoming
freshman class to members
of ARO.

To begin, Wottle cited
several statistics on the
number of inquiries made
about the College and the
number of applications re-
ceived so far. Since
1981-82, inquiries alone
have almost tripled, and
actual applications have
continually been on the
rise. He said it is important
to note ‘‘how significantly
those numbers have in-
creased.”

Another noteworthy
statistic pointed out is that
the school, in the past four
years, has decreased the
percentage of students it
accepts due to more appli-
cations and higher
academic requirements.
For example, the 1983-84
acceptance rate was 87%,
while it has dropped to only
a projected 51% for the in-
coming class. In short, he
concluded, **We're going to
be more selective.”

Also significant is the de-
crease in freshman class

size from the 1985-86 figure .

of 448 to the projected 360
for 1986-87. Wottle noted,
however, that the College
still plans to reachiits goal of

The President’s Forum: What you’ve always wanted to know but were afraid to
ask! President Daughdrill will hold a forum Wednesday, March 18, at 7:30 p.m. in

Hardie Auditorium.
Attention Students. .

individuals.

Thank you Julia Mitchener and Elections Commission for such a smoothly-run

1450 students by 1998. This
increase in size, he added
“‘will be gradual’’ as the
school adds 20 to 30 stu-
dents per year. The class of
1992 is scheduled to reach
390.

Wottle cited dorm space
as the main obstacle in
blocking more freshmen
from entering Rhodes next
year. “‘It’s very tight,”” he
said. Even though the in-
coming freshman class has
been cut from 448 to. 360,
the College still suffers a
shortage of 33 beds for resi-
dent students next year. In
1988-89, he contends that
dorm space will ‘‘loosen
up.”’

In regard to the growing
concern of the male/female
ratio here, Wottle cited
predictions of narrowing
the gap next year to 48%
male and 52% female. This
year’s class exhibited a
45-55 male/female ratio,
while the 1984-85 class
showed one of 50-50.
Rhodes, he added, reflects
a national trend since 53.5%
of America’s women attend
college. “*To get back to
50-50 will be a struggle,’” he
commented.

Next, Wottle turned. to
the Rhodes’ ‘‘recruitment
strategy’’. In this de-
cision-making process
‘‘two major considerations

SGA Corner

By Betsy Hamilton
SGA Secretary

; : .Please take note that the supply of newspapers delivered
daily to Security are reserved for the SGA Dorm Representatives to take back to
their respective dorms. These papers are furnished for the whole dorms, not

Election. Thank you Students for voting if you did!!!

BACCHUS is being established at Rhodes. Contact Ricci Hellman or Dr. Libby

Robertson for more information.
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John Wilmerding, deputy director of the National Gallery of Art, speaks on Winslow
Homer in the second installment of the Moss Lecture Series. Wilmerding also addres-
sed classes on the subject of “American Luminism”.
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are race and geographical
diversity. . .Good academi-
cally qualified blacks are
the most highly recruited
students in the U.S..”" he
said. Wottle reminded his
audience that still the most
important aspect - of
decision-making here is
based on a student’s capa-
bility to handle the Rhodes
workload.

However, he added, re-
cruitment is mainly geared
towards increasing the
College’s racial statistics
and geographical diversity.
He attributes this to a man-
date received from the
Board of Trustees that re-
quires that the school ob-
tain a racial composition of
5% black by 1990; presently
it is 3.5%. The need to in-
crease geographical diver-
sity prevails in order for
Rhodes to gain greater na-
tional recognition.

Next, Wottle sought to
describe the type of stu-
dents the College is now
seeking, Because Rhodes is
on the rise as a “*hot col-
lege,”’ as seen in its in-
creasing number of in-
quiries, it can now be more
selective in its admissions
process. Elaborating on
this point, Wottle explained

(Continued on Page 7)
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Comprehenswe Exams Under Student,
Faculty, Administrative Scrutiny

By David Monroe

Are comprehensive
exams really necessary? Do
they really accurately mea-
sure- how much a student
has learned about his or her
major subject? These are
key questions being asked
as the Curriculum Com-
mittee and the Project III
Committee continue to

. study the present structure

of comps and explore some
possible changes that might
be made in it.

The SGA recently sub-
mitted some proposals re-
garding comps to these two
committees. The students
first cited **a lack of a clear
objective or statement of
purpose’” in the exams and
a general feeling among
students that ‘‘comps are
not a satisfying method of
synthesizing all dimensions
of a major.”” They then re-
commended that comp
grades should be removed
from transcripts and that
these exams should not be
required for graduation
with special distinctions.
Finally, the proposal called
for an abolishing of the
exams altogether beginning
next year, advocating re-
placing them with a senior
seminar and senior paper in
all departments.

Curriculum Committee
chairman Robert Mortimer
of the Chemistry Depart-
ment said that the commit-
tee has indeed been consid-

ering these possible sub-
stitutes for the comps; a
poll has been distributed to
all the department chair-
persons considering possi-
ble changes, though the re-
sults have not been tabu-
lated yet. He added that,
though there will definitely
be no changes in the comps
this year, there will be a poll
of all seniors after they have
taken them, asking their
‘opinions on the value of the
exams. Other classes will
not be included in this poll,
he said, because people
who have been through the
whole experience of pre-
paring for and taking comps
provide the best measure of
opinion.

Dean Robert Llewellyn‘

noted that protests like the
ones being studied now are
hardly new, saying that
they usually occur this time
of year and then die in the
fall because the protesting
seniors are gone by then.
The complaint about the
varying degrees of diffi-
culty between different de-
partments’ comps is also
common. This is not the
first study of this sort done
on the comps either, for
another was conducted
three years ago.

Llewellyn explained that
the comps ‘were originally
created as a means of syn-
thesizing what students
have learned into a ‘‘cohe-
rent statement.”’ The tests

help to accomplish one of
the school’s major aims,
which is to ‘‘determine
mastery of content and
ability to express ideas
clearly and evaluate them. ™
Having passed comps, he
said, a graduate has done
something more here than
just accumulate credits.

They are also good prep-
arations for graduate
school, he added, because
they are similar to the
graduate schools’ exams.
They can even help boost
career pursuits for a student
with unexceptional grades
if he or she does well on
them.

English  Department
Chairman William Daniels,
whose department already
requires a senior paper as
well as two more general
comps, also stressed the
value of senior papers for
students interested in
graduate schools, where
more of these papers are
expected. Whether a stu-
dent is planning on going to
graduate school or not, he
reasoned, a good grade on
such a paper proves that the
student can at least write a
good paper here on his
major subject.

Prof. Daniels described
the more controversial gen-
eral exams as merely an
‘‘appraisal of what you
know and don’t know’’ and

(Continued on Page 7)

Ellen Gilchrist to Speak at Arts Festival

Award-winning short
story writer, novelist, and
poet Ellen Gilchrist will
visit campus May 5-6 as
guest speaker for the 1987
Rhodes Literary Arts Fes-
tival. She is scheduled to
student groups as well as
sessions -open to the com-
munity.

Hailed by critics as “‘a
natural teller of tales,”” Ms.
Gilchrist received the
American Book Award for
Fiction for Victory Over
Japan (1984), her second
collection of short stories.

In the Land of Dreamy
Dreams, Ms. Gilchrist’s
first collection of short
stories, was published by

the University of Arkansas .

Press in 1981 and re-issued
in hardcover and trade
paperback by Little, Brown
in 1985. Little, Brown also
published her first novel
The Annunciation in 1983.
Drunk With Love, her third
book of short stories, was
published in September.
Born in Issaquena
County, MS, Ms. Gilchrist
now makes her home in
Jackson. After marriage
and two children, she en-
rolled at Millsaps College
where she took a creative
writing course taught by
Eudora Welty, who became
her inspiration to write
short stories and poetry.
Ms. Gilchrist’s works
have appeared in such pub-

Ms. Ellen Gilchrist

lications as The ‘Atlantic
Monthly, Mademoiselle, New
York Quarterly, Poetry
Northwest, and Southern
Living. )

Some of her awards in-
clude the Craft in Poetry
Award from The New York
Quarterly in 1978, National
Endowment of the Arts
Grant in Fiction in 1979,
Fiction Award from the

Prairie Schooner in 1981,
and the Fiction Award of
the Mississippi Academy of
Arts and Sciences in 1982.
In addition, Ms. Gilchrist
has received a national
scriptwriting award from
the National Educational
Television Network for *‘A
Season of Dreams,’” a play
based on Eudora Welty’s
short stories.
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n Medias Res
By Chris Allen

The end-of-second-term-blues are upon us. I don’t know if freshmen realize it or not,
but we're in the midst of the most stressful part of the school year. Sophomores are declar-
ing majors, seniors are taking comprehensive examinations, juniors are being frightened
by stories from seniors taking comps, and freshmen are being stressed enough just being
freshmen trying to pull up their first-term G.P.A.s. In choral music there is an occurrence
that is produced by all the voices combined that is more powerful than any of the
individual voices singularly. An overtone is what I speak of. This period of the year seems
to produce an overtone of impending doom.

1 tall into the category of juniors who 1s being trightened by seniors’ business. They are
all getting ready o go to professional or graduate schools, taking comprehensive exams,
looking for jobs. plus taking regular class schedules. Seems like a certain collision course
with disaster to me. I worry about what I'm going to do when I graduate, as well as whatI'm
going to do next year at school and what classes I need to finish up major and degree
requirements. Aside from these unapproachable worries are the requirements for classes
I'm taking now. More than one professor has told me that this has been a weird term for
them: the same is true for me. I'm struggling to salvage grades from atleast three of my four
and one-half classes, struggling in part because I can’t focus and concentrate on any one
thing right now. It seems that with all the possible things to worry about, I can’t solve any
one problem.

Declaring a major was one of the most draining, soul-scarching problems I had to deal
with last year. After deciding not to major in Physics, I was really confused going into the
beginning of my sophomore year here at Rhodes. Then Idecided I was going to ‘majorin
Religion, because my Moma had always told me that she could see me in the pulpit. (She
says now that she still thinks that, because I talk so much without really saying anything
viable.) After taking enough religion classes to fulfill my “life” requirement, | realized that
Religion was probably not the major that would fulfill my life. Next came Psychology. 1
really like Psychology classes; they're interesting and a lotof fun. Finally I was sure whatl
was going to major in. Besides, how could I be wrong, my Sunday school teacher had told
me that she thought the perfect vocation for me would be psychoanalysis of disturbed
minds. Still no perfect answer. English wormed itself out of the woodwork, primarily
because | made a great grade in English 151. WhatI finally wound up doing was taking two
upper level Psychology and two upper level English classes last second term. Probably
this wasn't the most rational method, and perhaps it was pretty ridiculous, but anyway I
finally chose a major.

Scecond term also means something clse. Roommate decisions. Do I really like this guy
I'm living with ecnough to try it for another year? [ don’t know. Then there’s the problem,
when you decide you don’t want to live with him, of telling him this. How does one break
the news that you no longer wish a person’s companionship? IUs really a difficult situation.
Then. there’s the problem of being the one told you aren’t wanted for nextyear, and being
without a roommate. My freshman year I had a very similar problem. Ididn’t have a room-
mate my freshman year, so I had to find one for room draw. Every person I knew already
had roommates in mind before I realized that room choice was only two weeks away. |
didn’thave a very enticing number cither. though my freshman ycar I drew my best num-
ber cver. 138. Things finally worked themselves out, but not before several days ol mental
anguish over what 1 was to do. i

Also. like many freshmen, my best term at Rhodes was not the first term of my freshman
year. So there was the added weight of being asked by my parents to “live up to my poten-
tial." 1 guess they had their hearts in the right place, but they didn’thelp with the pressure
problem. [ officially dub Term 1T the term from hell. ’

Why couldn’t we have gotten rid of it rather than Term H1?
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Matt Lembke

On The Right

Striking a Blow for Freedom of Speech

By Matt Lembke

(This column is based on an
article in a recent edition of
the Wall Street Journal).

Over the past several
years, there have been dis-
turbing signs on many
American college cam-
puses that freedom of
speech is no longer held in
high regard by radical
political elements. These
groups, for the most part
ultra-liberal ideologues,
believe that they have the
privilege of deciding when
freedom of speech is
needed and when it can be
abridged. In the process of
crudely carrying out their
mission, they have dis-
graced their colleges and
universities by indicating
that they are no longer in-
terested in maintaining
colleges as centers of
learning where all view-
points should be heard and
debated.

An event that took place
at Northwestern University
in April 1985 provides a
good example of the type of

Letters to

To the Editor:

I have noted with interest
and some amusement the
continued interchange bet-
ween attackers and defen-
ders of the change of name
from Southwestern to
Rhodes. It is always good to
see students get excited
about something.

Since I have arrived after
the name was changed I
suppose I am, by one defin-
ition, neutral on the matter.
By the same definition the
whole problem will resolve
itself automatically in
another two years anyway,
when there will no longer be
any ‘‘Southwestern’’ stu-
dents around (assuming
that all seniors pass their
comps). In the meantime I
would like to offer an
analogous situation.

Once upon a time there
was a little college in New
Jersey, called, reasonably

censorship of which ‘I
speak. During that month
an English professor at
Northwestern’ named Bar-
bara Foley succeeded .in
forcing the cancellation of a
speech to 'be made by
Nicaraguan Contra leader
Adolfo Calero. The manner
in which she did this is an
affront to liberal learning.
Ten minutes before Mr.
Calero was to begin his ad-
dress, Prof. Foley forced
her way to the microphone
to declare that she was a
member of the ‘‘Interna-
tional Committee Against
Racism,”’ and she an-
nounced her intention to
halt this ‘‘fascist rally”’
from taking place. She then
said, ‘‘We are not going to
let him speak. He should
feel lucky to get out alive.”
Ms. Foley then led her
comrades in the crowd in
chants until Mr. Calero was
forced to leave the stage
under police protection.
Needless to say, the stu-
dents who had invited Mr.
Calero, with universtity

the Editor

* enough, the College of New

Jersey. Very few people
remember the College of
New Jersey now, and the
reason for this is that it
changed its name. About 90
years ago now—I think it
was in 1896, but I don’t re-
member exactly and I'm
not going to look it up for a
letter to the editor—the
board of trustees decided
that the College should
have a new name, so they
changed it. You can well
imagine the outcry: angry
students, outraged alumni,
irate faculty, all feeling like
the old alma mater was
going to the dogs. (I'm sure
there were old boys who
felt like the fellow men-
tioned ‘in a letter in these
pages .a week or two ago,
who who has refused to
give any further to the Col-
lege on the grounds that he
had gone to Southwestern,
and has nothing to do with

permission, protested the
incident, and Ms. Foley
was reprimanded by a dis-
ciplinary committee for
having ‘‘committed a grave
violation of academic free-
dom and the right of a
speaker to speak and be
heard in a university.”’
Shockingly, the North-
western English depart-
ment and the faculty tenure
committee ignored this in-
cident and recommended
Foley for tenure.

It is here where persons
committed to education got
involved. Northwestern’s
provost rejected the tenure
recommendation.  Ms.
Foley appealed the decision
to the President of the uni-
versity. Last week, Presi-
dent Arnold Weber upheld
the provost’s denial. The
president did not accept
Foley’s claims that her
academic freedom was
being denied on the basis of
political beliefs. The presi-
dent was shocked by
Foley’s declaration that

(Continued on Page 5)

Rhodes. I wonder if he also
considers his degree invalid
now for the same reasons.)
All because the hallowed
name had been replaced
(arbitrarily they said) by
one with no tradition, no
history. What kind of name
was the new one: Princeton
University, compared to
the good old College of
New Jersey? ’

Shakespeare’s greatness
as a poet lies partly in his
ability to say much with a
wonderful economy of
means. It is well for us here
to remember what he said
about roses and names. If
you want to gripe, gripe
about the lack of books in
the library. Rhodes is not
Princeton, but neither was
Princeton always Prince-
ton.

Robert Russell
Dept. of Art
(Continued on Page 6)
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