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Interviewer:
This is November 8, 1979.  Rae Ann Kramer and Peggy Jemison are interviewing Ms. Alice Crump at her home on North Rose.  We are working on the Neighborhood and Public Policy Project, which is financed in part by a grant from the Tennessee Committee for the Humanities.

Tonight we want to talk to Ms. Crump about --

Interviewer:
Excuse me.  This is the Valentine.
Interviewee:
Excuse me.  This is the Valentine and Evergreen neighborhood.  Thank you.

All right.  Ms. Crump, if you’ll just tell me a little bit about where you were born and a little bit about your family home there.

Interviewee:
Well, I was born on the corner of Jackson and Evergreen.  That’s the north – southeast covenant.  There’s a filling station there now.  It was a little white, Victorian type cottage.
[0:01:00]

One story with a ______ porch across the front and around to the side.  I don’t remember too much about the house.  It burned shortly after we moved away from there.  My brother was born there also, but we lived – I only lived there five years.

Interviewer:
And you were born in 1905, I believe.

Interviewee:
November 17, 1905.

Interviewer:
And your mother – would you tell us your mother and father’s name and how they happened to meet?

Interviewee:
My mother was Esther Wilber, and she lived with Captain Joseph – Miss – Captain and Mrs. Joseph Burning at Woodlawn on the corner of Chelsea and McLean.  And she went to the Crump Store to buy some groceries.  She was about 17 – about 18 years old.  And she was a very pretty girl.  So she bought her groceries and went home and discovered they had given her a $100.00 bill instead of a $1.00 bill for change.
[0:02:04]

So she started back to the store and met my father on his way to get his $100.00 bill.  So that was how they met.

Interviewer:
He had gotten a little flustered.

Interviewee:
Oh, I bet he got flustered because he was waiting on her and made a mistake on his change.  But they were married.  That was in – she got out of – she was off at school in the spring and got home in the summer and was planning on going to Cincinnati for her musical education in the following fall.  But she never made it.  She married him in January.

Interviewer:
In 1904.

Interviewee:
In 1904.

Interviewer:
All right.  And just tell us a little bit now about the Crumps coming there, and the store that your father was working in.

Interviewee:
Well, Bob Tarry, who owned Tarrytown, was my father’s uncle.  His – Bob Tarry’s wife and my grandmother were sisters.

[0:03:01]

So he came to Memphis, a poor boy from the country, and he needed a job.  So he went to Uncle Bob, of course, and Uncle Bob put him to work in his dairy.  And after a little bit he gave him the money to go to business school.  And he went to Nelson’s Business School.

Interviewer:
Where was that?

Interviewee:
It was uptown on Madison at – near where Logan’s Laundry was, in that neighborhood.  I don’t know exactly.  But he did go to school there, and he did graduate.  And then he worked at the dairy.  He was – he got real sick working so hard and going to school.  So there were two brothers, Crump brothers out in Texas, and they sent him out there.  And he became a very great horseman out there.
Interviewer:
Mm-hmm.

Interviewee:
So he got completely well and came back to his – about that time, Uncle Bob wanted him to open up this grocery store.
[0:04:00]

It was – it belonged to Uncle Bob, and he needed somebody to open it up and run it.  So Uncle Will and daddy opened up the grocery store.  And they stayed there I don’t know how long.  But in 1910 they didn’t have enough room.  They were using the grocery store as a cotton factory place.  And so when they bring the cotton in there wasn’t anyplace to store it.  There wasn’t enough room there.

So they moved out further on Jackson ______ where they could have a big warehouse to put – store the cotton.  And then at the same time they built the warehouse on Lamont, the warehouse was at 1570 Lamont and the house at 1587 where we lived.  And then my other sister – my sister and my other brother were born.  Then in 1918 my father had a stroke, and the partnerships were dissolved.

[0:05:02]

And my father took Lamont Crump Line and Cement Company, and Uncle Will took the Crump Brothers Store.  And then he had a stroke in 1918 and died in 1922.  And my mother carried on until this year – well, she died in 1964.  And the three younger – well, my sister married and moved – lives in Alabama, so she never did work.  But Wilbur and Claudia and I have worked there.  This is my 52nd year.  And we’re real worn out.

Interviewer:
And the company has been there on that corner now.

Interviewee:
Now for 70 years.

Interviewer:
For 70 years.

Interviewee:
So we’re just worn out.  And we’re tired.  And we have no real reason to keep knocking ourselves out.  So we just decided we would close it up, sell it, sell everything out and close it out and try to get ready to sell it or do something with it.  

[0:06:00]

Not the company but just the buildings.

Interviewer:
I see.  Well, now we’re very interested in some descriptions of Tarrytown, what you can remember and what the family told you.  Anything that comes to your mind.

Interviewee:
I often ______ to Uncle Bob’s, the house on Jackson, Valentine.  I was there ______ and Oscar, one of his sons, lived with us and worked at Crump Line.  So we would go out there every once in a while on a Sunday.  And I remember their house.

I loved to go up the walk.  They had a long walk between the street and the house, and the ______ always violets in bloom along that walk.  And I loved go up there and pick me some violets every time I went out there.

And then we went out – of course ______ Jackson ______.  But when I was a little girl I remember going to the school.

Interviewer:
To the Tarrytown School.  

[0:07:00]
Interviewee:
To the Tarrytown School.  It was a one-room schoolhouse.  And I remember one night my father was Santa Claus.  And he was supposed to stop outside and holler “whoa”, and then go inside with the presents.  And he just forgot, and he went inside and hollered whoa.  I remember that very well.  It was a nice party because I was little enough.

Interviewer:
Was it a large school?
Interviewee:
Just the one room.  A small school.  But there weren’t too many children out there then.

Interviewer:
Was the neighborhood just sort of scattered farmhouses?  You – the house you were born in probably belonged to the Tarrys.

Interviewee:
No, I don’t think so because we sold it.

Interviewer:
Oh, you sold it.

Interviewee:
Oh, you sold it, so your father --

Interviewer:
My father sold it when we moved away from there.  And it burned.  I’m trying to think – what is the name of the people that own the monument lot outside the gate of Ellenwood?  Do you know that name?

[0:08:00]
Interviewer:
That Stone company?

Interviewee:
Yeah.

Interviewer:
The ______?

Interviewee:
No, it’s not ______.

Interviewer:
The other Stone.

Interviewee:
Well, they’re the people that bought the house from us.  And they hadn’t been there long.  George Krohn.

Interviewer:
Krohn.

Interviewee:
That’s the name.  They bought the house from us.  And I don’t think ______ some of George’s family because George is about my age.  And the house burned down soon after we moved away from there.  I remember that, talking about that.

Interviewer:
In some of these pictures we see it had a picket fence around it and sort of a Queen Anne Victoria cottage.

Interviewee:
Yeah, it was a white cottage, and it had a big barn in the back with the horse – place where they keep the horses.  Upstairs was the hayloft over that.  We had a negro woman who lived with us, and she had a little house back there.

Interviewer:
The property went pretty far back.

[0:09:00]
Interviewee:
It went way back because Crump Avenue was cut through behind us.

Interviewer:
Behind the property. 

Interviewee:
It went past that.

Interviewer:
Did your father originally own the property that McLean Baptist is on?

Interviewee:
Now I don’t know about that.  I just know that we did own quite a big section near Evergreen, and that it went back – they must have cut it through all the way.  They said they were naming it Crump Avenue in honor of their father, Jack Crump, but I don’t know.

Interviewer:
Now, you were telling me – we were trying to locate the Crump Brother’s Store.  And can you tell me where you remember it being?

Interviewee:
On the corner of Evergreen, on the northeast corner of Evergreen was a cottage, Evergreen and Jackson.  And in that cottage, Uncle Will and Aunt Irene lived.  And before my father died he lived there too.  And then – but next door to that there was a little yard between them and the store.

[0:10:04]
Interviewer:
So the store was not on the corner.

Interviewee:
It wasn’t on the corner.  There was a house on the corner, but there was only the one house.  And then there was a little yard there, and then the store.  But it was pretty wide along Jackson Avenue.  And I remember the horse trough in front and the wide platform that they – the wagons all pulled up to to be loaded.

Interviewer:
To be loaded there with their supplies.

Interviewee:
Mm-hmm.

Interviewer:
Now, what did they sell in the store?

Interviewee:
Everything.  Feed and grain and food and everything.  You name it.

Interviewer:
Just a general merchandise.

Interviewee:
Mm-hmm.  You could get most anything you wanted there.  But I didn’t – of course, I didn’t pay much attention to that at Age 5.

Interviewer:
Well, now when they closed the store and moved out, no store replaced them.

Interviewee:
No, I don’t think so.  I think they tore it down.
[0:11:00]

It was pretty well worn out by that time, I think.  And they wore – they tore it down and built houses along there.

Interviewer:
Did the Tarry build the houses along there?

Interviewee:
I wouldn’t know.

Interviewer:
The Crumps?

Interviewee:
Not the Crumps.  The Crumps, I think, had extended themselves.  They built two houses and two warehouses in one year, and that was just about it.

Interviewer:
And then you said that your father went in business with Judge Guthrie.

Interviewee:
Mm-hmm.

Interviewer:
Can you tell us --

Interviewee:
Judge Guthrie and Uncle Will and my father were partners in a subdivision that they opened up in ______ ______.  It was street after street of negro houses.  I have been – I have ridden through it, but I wouldn’t be able to find it now.  I thought once I could, but it’s changed up so much I couldn’t find it.  They were just mostly plain, small, cheap, negro houses.

Interviewer:
And they bought the lots – they built them to sell.

Interviewee:
Oh, yes.  And there were a lot of them.

[0:12:00]

And of course when my father became ill in 1918, we kind of dropped out of everything like that.  We used to go out Crump ______ every Sunday and talk over things and ______, you know.  And daddy and Uncle Will and sometimes Judge Guthrie would come, and they would get into arguments about business.  They could see which one could out-holler the other one.  It was loud.

But we did – we children were always taken to the grocery store and given a sack of candy.  We didn’t care what they did.

Interviewer:
Did they sell clothes there at all?

Interviewee:
No, no clothes.  They had a meat market and then had a regular grocery store.  And then in the back of the warehouse they had feed and grain, and then they had cotton.

Interviewer:
Cotton?

Interviewee:
Cotton.  They loved that cotton.

Interviewer:
The cotton which they brought in.  Were they always cotton factors or did they ______ that?

[0:13:00]
Interviewee:
They were always cotton factors until after World War I was over, and then I think they stopped that.  Uncle Will did.  We were out of it then.  But I don’t think he did anymore cotton factoring after that.  But up until that time, he did have a – he did continue with his cotton factory.  But it was a risky business.

Interviewer:
Right.

Interviewee:
And so I think he only had eight grown children, and I think he thought it was time he quit.

Interviewer:
Well, what are some of your other recollections of Tarrytown particularly?  
[Crosstalk] 

Interviewee:
Well, I went to a funeral at the Tarrytown Cemetery.  And my father’s brother was a doctor, Dr. Ed Crump.

Interviewer:
His name’s familiar.

Interviewee:
But he was buried at Tarrytown.  And when they closed up Tarrytown, well, they had to move the bodies, and he was moved down to Forest Hill.

[0:14:00]
Interviewer:
Where was that cemetery?

Interviewee:
On the north side of Valentine.  There was a hill there.  It’s been cut down now.  But there was quite a hill.  And the Tarrytown Cemetery was right at the top of that hill.  And of course he was supposed to be – it was more or less Tarrytown Funeral – I mean, cemetery.  Uncle Bob had so many children, and he lost so many children.  And that was about where it was going to be.

Interviewer:
It was north of Valentine.

Interviewee:
On the north side of Valentine.

Interviewer:
Towards Evergreen?

Interviewee:
No, East of Evergreen, between Evergreen and McLean, about midway between Evergreen and McLean.

Interviewer:
Okay.  Near Edward?

Interviewee:
I don’t know about Edward.  It wasn’t cut through there then, I don’t think.

Interviewer:
Right.  That’s interesting because  know someone’s house that said that there was a cemetery there.

Interviewee:
Right where the house is.
[0:14:58]
Interviewer:
And that’s the – I guess it’s Brown, just a little north of Brown.  I bet that’s the same cemetery.

Interviewee:
I’m sure it is because it wouldn’t be but one.

Interviewer:
That’s where Mr. Martin lives.  

Interviewer:
Oh, really?

Interviewer:
Yes, he mentioned it tonight when I spoke with him.

Interviewer:
Is that so?  And that – I’m sure it must have been the Tarrytown Cemetery.

Interviewee:
And there was a child died.  And I don’t know whether mama thought it would be a good idea for me to witness my first death with a child I didn’t know or something.  But anyway, I was allowed to go to that funeral.  And there was – when we got there the men had to get down and dig the grave with the coffin right there.  It was very rough.

And so they buried this child there.  And then they had to put it in the grave, and it was real sad.  But I remember that.  But that was – the only person I ever knew of who was buried there was my uncle that I knew at all, and I knew that they did move him to Forest Hill.

[0:16:02]
Interviewer:
Well, they must have moved most of ______ ______.

Interviewee:
I think they did.  I think they moved them all when they sold the lot, the cemetery for building.  I think it was cleared off – I think they notified us to come and get the bodies whether they belonged to us.

Interviewer:
What year was that, do you know?

Interviewee:
No, but I can remember it because it was very clear in my mind.  I could find out because I can find out when Dr. Ed Crump was moved to Forest Hill, and they would tell you.

Interviewer:
Because this man’s house was built in 1925, so it must have been before that.

Interviewee:
Well, it was before that.

Interviewer:
Before that.  Well, describe the area a little bit to us, Alice.  You said the road was graveled.  It was about a two-lane.

Interviewee:
The road was graveled, and the road – Evergreen going from Jackson Avenue to Valentine was a mud hole always.  

[0:17:01]

And so Ethel had boyfriends, you know, usually – you met Ethel.  Well, she was the youngest one of the Tarry children.  And she had boyfriends, and they couldn’t come down the road because it was muddy.

Ethel made a pathway through – there was woods on that side, and she made a pathway between her house and Jackson Avenue through the woods.  And the way she did it, every time she came over there she brought a scuttle of ashes from the house, and she made an ashes pathway all the way through the woods.  They made more fun of Ethel and her path.

Interviewer:
She mentioned going to dances.  Where were those?

Interviewee:
Oh, I wouldn’t know.

Interviewer:
The vicars.

Interviewee:
The vicars.  There was a family of vicars out there.  And you know, her sister, Mable, married Hugh Ellis, and he had that Red Fox Farm out on James Road.  
[0:18:02]

And his – her family were bitterly against it.  In fact, they didn’t speak for years.  But they got over it, sooner or later.

Interviewer:
As families do.

Interviewee:
And then there was another sister, Maude, who was a trained nurse.  And she was a fine nurse.  And that was before people went into nursing like they do now.  But she was a dedicated nurse.

Interviewer:
Well, then tell us about the adventure that you had on the streetcar with your mom.

Interviewee:
I’ll let you read it.  I don’t know where – and the street car, I remember that it was – the tracks were raised like on boards.  And it was – the street car rocked when it went over it.  And so this time it rocked, and it went a little bit too far, and it turned over and went down the embankment.
[0:19:00]

And the baby that’s among the injured, that is me.  So mother said – Mrs. Crump – you all better read that.  I can’t see too good.

Interviewer:
All right.  Mrs. Crump, whose mother love led her to sacrifice self for her baby is among those badly bruised.  She is happy though in her thought that her prompt realization in the emergency enabled her to save her child from what might have been fatal injuries.  And it goes on to describe.

Interviewee:
That’s now another family.  Now, this was right up there at Watkins, where Watkins is now on Jackson.

Interviewer:
What’s the date of this?

Interviewee:
Well, it had to be before 1910, so it must have been right in there about 1907, ’08 or ’09.

Interviewer:
Nineteen oh eight.

Interviewee:
Mm-hmm.  Eight passengers were severely injured and lives of 30 imperiled in a Memphis streetcar accident Wednesday night at 1615 o’clock.  
[0:20:02] 


Among the injured are a mother and her 2.5-year-old babe.  Going at full speed, a Jackson Avenue car jumped the track at Jackson Avenue and Breedlove Street, plunged over an embankment and turned partially over before it lost its momentum.

It goes on to list the women and the injured.  Well, mama said her skirt – she had one of those merry widow hats, you know, and the long flowing skirt, and she said it was torn – her skirt was just torn practically off of her, and that she was bruised.  But she said the streetcar company had an adjuster out there before she got home.

Interviewer:
And this goes on to describe a little bit of what happened.  It said owing to the improvements made on Jackson Avenue, the regular car service stops at Manasseh Street.  

[0:21:00]

And in order to farther on the line, it is necessary to transfer to the car, which runs on the single track at Jackson Avenue.  Two cars stopped at Manasseh Street and left off their passengers about 6:00 Wednesday night.  When the open car, which runs on the single track, reached Manasseh Street and was ready for its return trip, about 30 people, mostly women and children boarding it, the car went at a fair rate of speed down Jackson Avenue on the single track, which is on a narrow embankment, five feet above the new roadway.

Interviewee:
You see that?  It had quite a fall.

Interviewer:
Five feet.  Suddenly as the car was nearing Breedlove Avenue it jumped the track and plunged down the embankment.  Just what caused the accident has not been definitely settled.  

South of the track, the street has been grade away to a depth of five feet.  The edge of the embankment is close to the track being used by the streetcar company.
[0:22:02]

The theory most generally accepted is that the excavation had been done too close to the track.  The jar of frequently passing cars loosened the dirt around the ties, allowing the track to sag.  When the ill-fated car came along, it was though to have loosened foundation, cause the rails to spread, and the derailment followed.

Many of the vicinity where the accident occurred, who had to use the streetcar in coming to the business section of the city said that they had been expecting an accident of some sort for some time.  They claimed the cars had been run at too rapid a rate of speed along the section where the excavation is being done.

Interviewee:
[Inaudible comment].

Interviewer:
He said others in his neighborhood were also walking, fearing the possibility of an accident.  The statement of the company.  Let’s see what they say.
[0:23:00]

After making an investigation of the accident, E.W. Ford, general superintendent of the Memphis Street Railway Company, announced his company was in no way responsible for the accident.  He said rigid investigation had failed to place the blame on anyway, that it was simply a case of a streetcar jumping the track.  Mr. Ford said the streetcar company records showed four people were hurt in the accident, none seriously.  He refused to give the name of the injured.

Interviewee:
They bought mama a new skirt, but that was all she got out of it.

Interviewer:
That was her settlement.  [Laughs] 

Interviewee:
When the word came into town, I mean, back out to Jackson and Evergreen, that they’d been in an streetcar accident, ______ left there, that neighborhood, walking, running in carriages and wagons, anything they could [break in audio].

Interviewer:
-- stores closed, but Tarrytown somewhat came to an end.  Is that how you remember it?

[0:24:00]
Interviewee:
I don’t – see, I left the same time the Crump Brothers Store did, and I didn’t – we went back often either to Uncle Bob’s or up to Uncle Will’s.  We never did go back in that neighborhood.  The house was gone, and there wasn’t anything – any reason – the store was gone too, as far as I know.

Interviewer:
And did the development start pretty soon?

Interviewee:
I think they started building houses right away.

Interviewer:
Do you happen to know where they started building houses first?

Interviewee:
Well, I remember some being built behind us.

Interviewer:
On Folsom?

Interviewee:
No, on Ever – behind Evergreen and Crump, the new street that they cut through.

Interviewer:
The new street they cut through.  Now, your father and Judge Guthrie and did your Uncle Will cut that through?

Interviewee:
No, they cut the street through, but I don’t think – so far as I know they didn’t build any houses out there.

Interviewer:
Maybe sold the lots.

Interviewee:
They sold the lots.  I think that was the way it was.  I don’t remember that part too well.

[0:25:00]

But I do know that they did.  They started building in there.  And there was a man named Forrester bought the house that was right behind our house on Evergreen.  He was back – he was mean to his little boy.  That’s the reason I remember him.

Interviewer:
Well, is there any other family story that’s come down to you, Alice?

Interviewee:
Well, I remember sometimes, but right now I can’t think of a thing.  My mind is getting bad too, you know.

Interviewer:
Do you know anything about the Rosemary Theater?  Was the Rosemary Theater there as early ______?

Interviewee:
No, it wasn’t there for a long time after we left.  In fact, there wasn’t any movie picture shows anywhere around.

Interviewer:
Anywhere.

Interviewee:
No, not then.  But after we left, or some time after we left, then they went in and put in picture shows.  

[0:26:00]

I think the picture show was up on Main Street.  There weren’t any neighborhood picture shows.

Interviewer:
What did everyone do for entertainment?

Interviewee:
Well, I remember my mother was a pianist.  I told you she was – went to Oxford to learn to play the piano, and she was quite a good pianist.  And we sat around the piano after dinner at night.  And she played the piano, and my father loved her music.  And she taught us little songs to sing.  And we could stand by the piano, and she’d play, and we’d sing songs, and that was it.  And we went to bed by 9:00.  ______ ______ stay up till 11:00.

Interviewer:
And you said something interesting to me about Woodlawn, that it had been a horse farm.

Interviewee:
It was a horse farm.  It belonged to Captain Bernie.  And we – and they had to sell it.  You know, the Union ______.  Do you where Buckman’s laboratory is?

Interviewer:
I do.

Interviewee:
Well, it was right there.  
[0:27:00]

The house was.  And you see the Union Railway came through, cut through there and came within just a few feet of the front steps of the house.  And they had to sell and move, but --

Interviewer:
The Union or the L&N?  The Union?

Interviewee:
It was the Union.  

Interviewer:
It was the Union.

Interviewee:
And there’s a lot of pretty magnolias around Buckman’s laboratories.  And see, Captain Bernie being an engineer, he laid out walks and planted beautiful plants and things like that.  He kept his – and he had – I know mama was sick, and she didn’t know very much at the last.  And I had taken her up to get her hair washed, and we were coming home.  And she said, “I sure hope Captain Bernie has the gate open.”  She wouldn’t have to get out and open the gate.

Interviewer:
You were telling me that he was English and came and had a boat on the river?

Interviewee:
He was an Englishman, and he came to this country.  He said he thought the streets were paved with gold.
[0:28:02]

That’s what everybody told him.  So he came over here, and he – when he landed in New York he didn’t have a job or anything, and he walked from New York to Washington.  He was a great walker.  He used to make me walk when I was little.  And he walked from New York to Washington.  And he went to the government.  And he had all of his fine instruments.  Well, a lot of them were finer than the instruments the government was issuing to the engineers here.  So they hired him with his instruments.  

And one of the first things he did was to build the lighthouse at Galveston.  And they had a terrible flood there.  And so many of the people were rescued by getting them into that lighthouse.  And they gave him a magnificent punchbowl, and my cousin still has it.  It was Venetian glass, red with the white works in it, you know.

[0:29:04]

Beautiful punchbowl and a big tray and all the little cups and the ladle.  It was a beautiful thing.

But the people of Galveston gave him that because he saved so many lives.

Interviewer:
Now, how did he get to Memphis?

Interviewee:
Well, I just don’t know except that they probably sent him here to work on the river.  And he built – he bought this house ______ Woodlawn.

Interviewer:
He bought it?

Interviewee:
Mm-hmm.  He loved Woodlawn.  It was his dream of a place.  And it had – you know in the Cypress Creek that goes back through there?  See, he went from Chelsea to Cypress Creek with his farm, and from McLean about more than halfway down to Evergreen.  So he had a lot of land in there.

So that’s the reason he made that into a horse farm.  He didn’t raise horses.  He just boarded horses and took care of them for people hen they were traveling.
[0:30:00]

And he could do this because he had a boat that was a government engineer’s boat.  And he used it all the time.  And he went up and down the river and charted the current.  And then when he’d get a little while, and he would stay out at Woodlawn.  He was a fine old man.  I loved him very much.

Interviewer:
What years did he have Woodlawn, from when to when?

Interviewee:
Well, my grandmother died there, and mama was only about 12.  So we got to go back there before 1900 for that.  And they lived there until after my mother was married.  My mother was married at Woodlawn in 1904.  and I guess it was two or three years after that when the Union Railway came through.  And when they came through, they took the house up and ______ ______ and Captain Bernie came and lived with us.

[0:31:00]
Interviewer:
And what did they do with the rest of the land, just sell it off?
Interviewee:
They bought the whole thing.  They made them buy the whole place.

Interviewee:
The Union Railroad bought the whole --

Interviewee:
They had to buy the whole section.
Interviewer:
And that is now --

Interviewee:
And they took that house, split it down the middle, cut it off this way, made four houses out of it.

Interviewer:
And it stayed on the property?

Interviewee:
Yeah, some of the houses are still there because they’ve been doctored and changed around.  But I think it was so – the house was so big that they could cut it into four sections.  You see, it had a long hallway down the center, and two great big rooms on each side.  And they cut that house in – down the middle and made a – top floor made two houses; bottom floor, two houses.  And the cistern is still there.  I have seen it not too long ago.

Interviewer:
Now that would be at Buckman’s now. 

Interviewee:
Buckman’s was where the house was.  The cistern is back – it’s on McLean, just a little bit off the street about – oh, I guess maybe 50 yards or so from Chelsea.  
[0:32:04]

Near very close to McLean, the old cistern.  And I saw it there not too long ago.  I thought it was dangerous.
Interviewer:
Well, now, let’s go just a little bit because this is a little out of our neighborhood, but it’s very close to it.

Interviewee:
Well, it’s might right at it.

Interviewer:
Right at it.

Interviewee:
Mm-hmm.

Interviewer:
Now, this is Captain Bernie who married -- 

Interviewee:
Joseph Bernie.

Interviewer:
Joseph Bernie.

Interviewee:
Mm-hmm.

Interviewer:
And he married Camellia Davis.

Interviewee:
Yeah.  Well, she was Camellia Davis.  She was died, and her husband died in the Civil War.  He was a confederate colonel, and he was killed in the Civil War.  And his name – wait a minute.  I have to go back.  That name, what was his name?  Graham.  Billy Graham.  Colonel Billy Graham.  She was a widow with two children when she was 20 years old.

[0:33:03]

And that was Billy Graham, her first husband.  And then she didn’t marry again until her second daughter was grown and courting.  Then I think Katie brought him out to see her, to meet Aunt ______.  And so he decided to marry Aunt ______ ______.

Interviewer:
And she was the daughter of J. Digg Davis.

Interviewee:
James Digg Davis, who wrote the first history of Memphis and who came to Memphis in 1828.  And well, we buried – we put a marker up to his grave last year before last, my cousin and I.

Interviewer:
Where, in Elmwood?

Interviewee:
He never – he was married – he died in 1880.  And you see, in 1878, Memphis was decimated with the yellow fever.  
[0:34:00]

Nobody had anybody.  Nobody had anything.  So when he died in 1880 there was no marker.  There was no monument.  We knew where he was buried, but it was just a piece of ground there.

So this cousin of mine said I’ve always worried about that.  She said there ought to be a marker there.  I said there certainly ought to.  And she said let’s put one up, and well, let’s put it up as a family.  So we got out a form letter, and we mailed it.  And let me see.  There were seven – he had seven children, and they all married and lived right here in Memphis.

Interviewer:
No way.

Interviewee:
So there’s a million of them.  So we got out a form letter to all of them, and we got up enough money to buy a double marker for he and his wife and have it set up, a real pretty marker.  We had it set up and had ______ to the ceremony and had a real nice ceremony and dedicated the marker.  Isn’t that nice?

Interviewer:
Isn’t that nice?

Interviewee:
Yeah, we fixed it up nice.

Interviewer:
Well, it’s pretty fascinating to me to hear about this farm there and Woodlawn.
[0:35:03]

And you have a picture of Woodlawn.  Did you tell me that?

Interviewee:
I have.  It’s upstairs.  If you wait a minute, let me run and get it.

[Break in audio]
Interviewer:
You were saying it wasn’t very wide, maybe two lanes?

Interviewee:
A two-lane gravel road.

Interviewer:
And that would be in the Ford 1910. 

Interviewee:
Mm-hmm.

Interviewer:
We’re looking now at Woodlawn, and artist rendering of a house there.

Interviewee:
He drew it from a picture that we had.  The house is badly drawn.  It’s going to --

Interviewer:
How did it face?  How did you come into it?

Interviewee:
The house faced north on Chelsea toward the river.  And then --

Interviewer:
It faced north.

Interviewee:
Toward the river.

Interviewer:
Toward the Wolf River?

Interviewee:
Yeah, and it faced Chelsea you see.

Interviewer:
Could you see Wolf River?

[0:36:00]
Interviewee:
I imagine you could in those days.  [Inaudible comment].  And then McLean was down on the east side of the house but not close.  And the gate was off of Chelsea.

Interviewer:
Off of Chelsea.

Interviewee:
The drive, where you came in, was off of Chelsea.

Interviewer:
Did you ever hear Captain Bernie talking about going to the North Memphis Driving Club?

Interviewee:
No, but I have been to the North Memphis Driving Club.

Interviewer:
You went there?

Interviewee:
Yeah, I did, and we had some horses that went – we had some horses –

[Break in audio]
Interviewer:
Well, you were telling me you had some horses at the north --

Interviewee:
Well, I didn’t.  My father didn’t, but I had a cousin who had – ran some racehorses out there.  And he had one named ______ that really did real good, I think.  I think she won some races.  His name was Jim Corman.

[0:37:00]

And he loved that North Memphis race driving track.  Or racing.  It was really a race track.  And I had been out there when I was little.

Interviewer:
Did you ever remember the parkway when the speedway was there?

Interviewee:
No, but they called it a speedway at first.  Why did they do that?

Interviewer:
It was an actual place to race horses.  There was a mile strip that was measured off.

Interviewee:
There was?  Well, I didn’t know about that.  I just knew that they called it the speedway sometimes.

Interviewer:
Well, does anything else come to your mind about --

Interviewee:
About Memphis?

Interviewer:
About this part of Memphis.

Interviewee:
No, I don’t remember much.  There was a lot of little families out there.  They all knew each other.  It was a community.  It really was.  And you would hear the family, say, well, they were from North Memphis. 

[0:38:00]

______ ______ lived out there.  I can’t remember all the names of the people, but there was a bunch of people out there that my family knew and went to see and talked about.

Interviewer:
Are there any of the old houses that you have that are still left, as far as you know?

Interviewee:
[Inaudible comment] is still there.  It’s a boarding house now, but it’s still there, and it’s still in pretty good shape.  But I don’t remember any o that.  That was in 1910, you see, so that wasn’t real old.  And Woodlawn was torn down by the Union Railroad and our house on Jackson burned.  Uncle Bob’s house is still there, but it’s been renovated and remodeled and rebuilt.  You wouldn’t know it now.

Interviewer:
All right.  Well, thank you so much.
[0:39:00]
[End of Audio] 
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