Rhodes College Digital Archives - DLynx

Father William Greenspun, St. Patrick's Church, 1968

ltem Type Sound
Publisher Rhodes College
Rights Digital Audio (c) 2013, University of Memphis Libraries

Preservation and Special Collections Department. All rights
reserved. Use of this audio shall be governed by the University
of Memphis Libraries "Duplication Agreement” http://
www.memphis.edu/libraries/pdfs/duplication_agreement.pdf

Download date 2026-02-12 10:22:07

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/10267/33887



http://hdl.handle.net/10267/33887

$S118.mp3

Judy Schultz- This is an interview with Father William Greenspun, this is July 7t
here at the rectory of St. Patrick’s Church. The interviewers are Judy Schultz and
Joan Beifuss. Father Greenspun maybe you could tell us a little bit about how you
came into Memphis early in March of this year.

Father William Greenspun- I cam into Memphis March the 9t to really begin my
ministry here. I am called Father and we have contracted with Bishop Durrick to
come into St. Patrick’s but 4 priests here as a team and began to explore the
possibility of urban ministry here and the kinds of ministry and service. So it is very
exploratory. So I came in March the 9th as the first member of the team and began to
orientate myself and just begin to exist here and begin the operations. (muffled) so
since this is a parish that has run down so badly in terms of viable, traditional,
parochial operations there is no place to go but up so this is very lack of traditional
program. So [ just came in then to (muffled).

Judy Schultz- Have you done this kind of urban ministry prior to Memphis?

Father William Greenspun- No my only experience with it was 2 years in a large
urban parish in New York city where I majored in Sociology at (muffled) and did
graduate work and used that parish as a guinea pig while [ was there. I was 2 years
in the inner city in Baltimore, turn down area in the catholic information centers.

Joan Beifuss- Could we, could you describe a little bit what the neighborhood here
around St. Patrick’s is like?

Father William Greenspun- Well the neighborhood here of course this is right really
on the fringe of the downtown area. The real negro ghetto area runs south of here.
But this immediate area of course is really bad because across from us here leading
up to Danny Thomas is part of the urban renewal, so you have people living in
terrible conditions waiting for their houses to be torn down and the problem will be
where to place these people and most of the people right around us in this area here
of course are on welfare and they are all below the poverty level, most (muffled).
But I think for this area they have a very high percentage of people on welfare.

Joan Beifuss- Is this entirely a negro area?

Father William Greenspun- Yes other than scattered whites here and there I could
say almost 90% negro this area.

Joan Beifuss- What kind of congregation did you find when you came in here.,

Father William Greenspun- Well this church had been one that had been serving a
small remnant of people who have attachments here from former days. See this was
originally an Irish parish, it was one of the residential areas of the city and then
became Italian and went through the traditional transitions that ghetto parishes go
through. So you had a remnant of people coming back here, a nice little enclave of



traditional Catholicism and full of memories and nostalgia and losing their place. It
was only two years ago that this parish had territorial nature to it. Itis kind of a
white parish, and there was an St. Augustine’s in the area that was the negro parish.
So it was actually segregated. So it has only been within two years that it has
become a residential parish in a true sense and there were a few negro parishioners
coming here with these people, that is the kind of situation it was. Of course they
were very, so it has been very, so part of our transition here is not moving so quickly
as to disturb some of these people but many of them had left.

Joan Beifuss- How many people did you find on the parish when you came in?

Father William Greenspun- I think there are about, I wouldn’t say, it would be hard
to say, the census they took I forget was something like 300 Catholics beyond the
parish. Most of those out of the area, see what happened, is there is a catholic parish
south of us St. Thomas’. Which is on the corner of Trig and Lauderdale. Now that is
the catholic worshipping negro community and we want to keep it such we do not
want to build a parish in that sense here traditionally. That has a planned school and
a high school. So one of our efforts here will be to form a team ministry with them.
We want to work ecumenically. We are very interested in pursuing, combining
Clayborne Temple and ourselves and two other churches here eventually buying out
this block and putting up a community center. This will be an ecumenical urban
center.

Judy Schultz- We might mention here on tape that Clayborne Temple is right around
the corner from the church here.

Father William Greenspun- So, we are already exploring the possibilities of
combining these two churches to be ecumenical and we are building a new Christian
community here, people are coming to us now. You see already people that left have
been replaced with a new group of white people and negro people. So our concept
here would be to build a community, well I guess the best way to say that is we
wanted to get a service orientated Christian community that would include priests
and lay people and (muffled) people. But it would build into a religious community,
so there would be some kind of ecclesial Christian sign. These people are not just
social workers but they gather here to celebrate in liturgy what they are doing. They
gather here to theologize about what they are doing and to relate it to scripture and
Christ in their lives. This means that this community could be run by a lay person, as
(muffled) and we priests would be serving it supposedly to be the people catalyst
for he theologizing for the liturgy and that kind of thing just exists. So we aren’t
interested in numbers, or project orientator and more funds. I am very happy I don’t
have funds quite frankly in this stage I wouldn’t know how to spend them, 9 times
out of 10 I would spend them wrongly. So we are happy to work creatively with
what we find the old furniture the people here, the gold mirage that is produced and
you got out in the church and see the artwork the kids did out of that old garage. It
really is the first fruits. So we coordinated that artwork into our liturgy Sunday you
see. It was something we celebrated and offered to god the father. I am bracing them
for the fact that the plaster of paris statues are being taken out and replaced with



this. So it is a kind of a transitional thing that has a lot of pleasantness about it now.
But it is working out now, I don’t know what this had to so with what we are talking
about though.

Judy Schultz- It is just giving us a background.

Joan Beifuss- Give us a little more background on yourself. Where were you born
and where did you go to school.

Father William Greenspun- Well I was born in Connecticut and working class family.
Not in extreme poverty but impoverished enough, [ was the working class
environment where you would have no hot water and you had roaches and you had
poor housing around there.

Joan Beifuss- What did you father do?

Father William Greenspun- He was a factory worker. In that period of course was
the recession of course, so he got laid off, alone, working on the city, being on
welfare during the depression(muffled) come out of that. They went to the service
for 4 2 years and between that time [ worked 2 years in the factory.

Joan Beifuss- What branch of the service?

Father William Greenspun- Air force. When I got out I went to the university of
Missouri and majored in Sociology and at that point | entered Seminary. That was
another 7 years and then during the (muffled).

Joan Beifuss- So you were pretty old.

Father William Greenspun- Yeah I was finished before I started and last year I said
what is a guy at 16 starting out. Well particularly in the last 7 years [ worked in the
national office, educational office, behind a desk.

Joan Beifuss- Of the (muffled) fathers?

Father William Greenspun- No, this is at the national catholic welfare conference
which is now the catholic, well it is United States Catholic conference was the
secretary for the bishops. Theoretically I have a desk there but this has been so
absorbing, I am supposed to be guy coming from the national level getting back into
the local because at the national level beauracracy is finished , see this is a new ball
game. All your creativity and things are coming from the local level. It is narrowing
down, it is narrowing down to me when I first got here I was floating around the
city in meetings but I think you can narrow it down to 3 blocks the way the
ecumenical institute works in Chicago with their 5t city concept. They take a
geographical area and develop models there, principles that can then be
reproduced. Nothing, I notice this now I have to laugh at national figures coming in
here even during the crisis to se just how out of it they were. There are two here
now trying to run a rent strike, that was yesterday and this will be very interesting
to see how this works out.



Joan Beifuss- Two people from where?

Father William Greenspun- One from India and one from South America who are
here for the summer helping to organize, work for Gerry Fanion.

Joan Beifuss- Where, what organization do they come from?

Father William Greenspun- I think the Presbyterians. But there has been a number
of people that have come in here and a lot of them end up here. Because of my
relationship with the national level.

Joan Beifuss- I suppose you might mention your dialogue material, just for history.

Father William Greenspun- Well that was a rather successful it was an effort, see |
was working in the ecumenical field, the church ecumenical field. SO with the
national council of churches faith and order division in New York, we got together
and sponsored, co-sponsored the living room dialogue program and we produced
the first co-published book. So that lay people could come together church lay
people mostly., this is really aimed a the lay leadership and the local churches to
come together and dialogue and become related in a non-threatened atmosphere. So
it really is kind of such a guide so we can (muffled). Now that was very successful.
We produced about 6,000 living room dialogue pilot groups around the country. |
spent a lot of time flying around organizing them and then interviewing them when
they got their first years experience. So we put out a second (muffled) and I am still,
the 3rd (muffled) I am on it but I can’t get involved after the 3rd volume, but I hope
that here to get material for negro white dialogue. I am very interested here to get
some pilot groups going so I am working with ACS here which is the I guess
ACS is the Association for Christian Service and Training or something with
reverend Starks. [ hope...we met with Washington Butler and some people t get
some, but it is going to be difficult because of the polarization process I think. [ am
not too optimistic about getting this off the ground but I would like to see it in
Memphis because of what happened here what we are talking about. It could be one
of the redeeming features of King’s death. You see you have had the leadership
really in a sense integration here went well legally. But it didn’t mean anything in
interpersonal relationships. You don’t see people going to dinner with negros even
though they can go in. Now I feel there is an awful lot of people ready to do this but
it is very seldom that a husband and wife gets to call the same time. It is particularly
wives, I am finding this is causing marital difficulties in some cases. Their husbands
are ready or there are men they would like to bring Dr. Hobson to dinner. Can’t do it
their wives couldn’t take this psychologically. But I think that has to be opened up. I
think there are people ready for it. Now people are afraid of the social pressures. I
talked with high school kids, we have a catholic high school here (muffled) I talked
to the senior class or took the class the sociology class there. [ was trying to get at
what would be there felt problems or what they thought would be problems. Police
brutality was high on the list, that brought 75% of them around but the main one
was the lack of acceptance by captain (muffled) who had been a socialite. Even those
institutions are kept together and they go over there say to (muffled) mass...



Joan Beifuss- A little visit over.

Father William Greenspun- but the way they are treated before the mass makes
these kids want to scream out during the mass. So, we are interested in working in
that area. Joan Beifuss- Can we go back a little bit, did you volunteer to come here,
or were you sent her?

Father William Greenspun- This is all part of the, well it is very complicated. I am
also very much concerned about my religious community (muffled). 252 priests,
within many religious communities among the catholic church and we are going,
undergoing a renewal process a re-evaluation, restructuring of our whole works and
missions. So we had this place where we had really is a place where we would have
priests who wouldn’t be too active they just come here and kind of be here. These
religious orders, I did them (muffled) Franciscans myself tended to put our dead
wood in these places, apostolic dead wood. So we had to make a decision either get
out of this place and we still will see don’t know whether we will stay or not
depending on...but we have invested about 20 young priests in this work here in
Memphis New York, and Chicago and possibly Mobile. So I am involved, in order to
get, to give you a sense in order to get his thing going | came down here just to
explore the situation in December. | saw a possibility and got so interested in it I got
interested in it myself. [ was just coming to investigate it for 3 days and the decide
whether or not we would sign in here. So I came in here myself out of interest. But
also, and this may sounds conceited but to give our young men a chance to realize
that bus job into this it might be some kind of an example to get our community
committed to this kind of experiment. So we want our community to give a real
experimental image to anybody interested in priesthood and what I am saying is
changed this from just a community (muffled) but a community that includes a
combination. I think these communities are going to proliferate. I think people are
moving lay people and there is a desire for a different kind of community of ecclesial
involvement that the parishes are now giving. So in other words it is a safety battle,
we are hoping for the community to move in and give something other than the
underground church movement which gets esoteric and (muffled) very quickly
unless it is through the (muffled) because we want to legitimize it.

Joan Beifuss- Just for the record let me ask you were the costs running St. Patrick’s
before you came in was this...

Father William Greenspun- Well not always I think we come in her 49. But we have
been in the diocese 50 years and we started out in Winchester Tennessee with
(muffled).

Judy Schultz- I was going to ask that, (muffled) .

Father William Greenspun- Yes we started our trailer missions out of Winchester
Tennessee. That is putting two priests on trailer and traveling form town to town
and it was more evangelizing kind of thing. Because evangelization (muffled) the
kind of evangelizing we are doing here is really experimental evangelization where



you become a servant (muffled) church and you don’t exert leadership. Well it is
kind of perfect for the community needs anyway, it needs enabling (muffled) things.
Many things you do no one will ever know about. And that happens (muffled). But
the church is not used to this, the church ahs to get credit it is like the mini part it
has to get newspaper coverage. This isn’t a bad thing but the churches used to
always have a they do its open thing and then they have a PR man and that is why |
can’t stand PR people. If you do something today that news medium is such that
they will come to you. My problem is to try to get rid of them.

Joan Beifuss- I said that I think for instance the mini part publicity even that causes
some attitude changes in what people do.

Father William Greenspun- Yeah but [ am saying...

Joan Beifuss- Yeah depends which way you are looking at it. Before you came in
here then [ early March were you keeping up with events here did you know about
the beginning of the strike and the macing incident on Main St.?

Father William Greenspun- See | came in here, see everything that I had seen here,
why Memphis seemed good to me was that they were 15 years behind time. I mean
that in a good way. The bad things the ghetto the polarization had not happened yet.
Because the southern culture was operative and the assimilation of negros into the
southern culture was still here and beginning to break . But the strike sen4t a wedge
into that. So when I first heard the strike I knew the city was going to blow over this
strike. Because everyone in the country was saying the last thing anyone should do
particularly with me here was to set up a confrontation of an issue in the city. We
didn’t have anything head on because the polarization would happen and that
would be very dangerous. I only saw the danger in it form that angle, [ knew nothing
of the local situation but this was a generalization. [ saw you know a number of
things the relationship between for instance your white ministerial alliance and
black ministerial alliance was rather good here before the strike. What did good
mean? Show that is was very superficial but there were a number of things in my
report on this community about the possibility here in Memphis were here the
ecumenical, very little ecumenical activity and I like that. Everything was like
working with a clean canvas. So you would come in here and start charcoal
sketching and that kind of thing and that was to its advantage because most of the
other cities for instance a white minister cannot work in a black community in your
northern cities, they will not be accepted.

Judy Schultz- Really?

Father William Greenspun- Oh yes, this is a strange thing. [ have come in at the
(muffled) at the time when all white priests are leaving. They are going out with t
heir suitcases and I am coming in. [ said this is crazy, there has got to be (muffled) to
do this, you say oh god are you sure that | am supposed to do it here, everyone else
is leaving what is the story. But so seeing all that potential and seeing the strike
eliminate it alarmed me very much personally and that is why [ jumped in and got



involved I was very much concerned because I knew that something terrible was
going to happen. Really if it wasn’t Martin Luther King’s death was a blessing, it kind
of blew it off like boil bursting the city (muffled) around the city. It was a terrible
thing and we all felt that. Even as an outsider I felt that immediately so evening
Washington [ was talking to people in Washington at the national office whoever I
could get a hold of I kept saying that something, this city is going to blow and I am
afraid it is going to blow the whole nation. Early see, well it was that time they were
worrying about the hot summer, but everyone was concerned when they couldn’t
move in the justice department and the whole works but they couldn’t get a hand
see they couldn’t move in until Martin Luther King made his presence and everyone
else moved in. Really settle the thing that could have been se3ttled when they
started it was that much difference in them.

Joan Beifuss- So when you came in the first week of March in kind of generalizing
what state did you find the community?

Father William Greenspun- Well [ found the polarization process happening I found
the relationship between your white and black ministry cut, severed. I found the
manere removed form many white people from the polarization process and this
began to affect them. See you really had the polarization process going on in full
bloom over this thing but see a lot of good things, it wasn’t all if you really looked at
it the positive thing was that this COME organization grew out of this so it gave
them, Mr. Rowley and of course now you see it (muffled). But it gave a, and that was
a very good, that was one of the reasons I came in here, because it is amazing to me
because of men like Jim Lawson and Dr. Jackson and Billy Kyle and Zeke Bell and
these people which I found to be a rather exceptional group. I didn’t try and
interpret this for the black community because they don’t realize that one of the
hopes of Memplhis is, every city has this intermediate....what is happening in
Memphis is happening in every city you go to. You have your militant group in the
black community, you have this kind of militant moderate group, still intellectually
for integration but this is the kind of SCLC kind of thing. Then you have your urban
league and your NAACP people fighting not to be bypassed like the catholic church is
fighting not to be bypassed and these are the things in the former institutional set
up sand the reason why they are in trouble and the church is in trouble and the
schools in trouble because culturally the whole social system is in revolution it is a
cultural problem it is not a Memphis problem it is not a racial problem it is a deeper
problem it is a worldwide problem. I think Memphians are just beginning to sense
that some of the Memphians parochialism as a city has been shaken, they are just
maturing. I think it is a lot of good signs of maturing. I am not pessimistic on
Memphis [ don’t hate Memphians [ am not bitter. I am out sometimes and in classes
and I say this and their eyes light up and they are waiting for me to spit at them I
don’t know what is funny. There is that real sense of pride in Memphians.

Judy Schultz- It is part of that real southern culture and there is a certain element
which ahs probably gone all the way back to the formation of the colonies. There is a
certain paranoia in a way which doesn’t, isn’t immediately apparent and quite often



doesn’t come out because southerners also take pride in being very hospitable and
gracious.

Joan Beifuss- They really took it on the (muffled) about civil rights (muffled).
Father William Greenspun- (muffled)

Joan Beifuss- Well now when a person comes into a community like Memphis in the
middle of a crisis how did you begin functioning who did you go to when you first
came, who did you talk to.

Father William Greenspun- Well when I first came the first decision I had to make
was, what was I going to do about my own garbage. | had come in here, hoping to be
neutral. Everyone said well, the advice you go from people outside was don’t jump
into this thing because they will expect you to jump in but I had to make a decision
about my own garbage. Now if | kept it there then [ was in sympathy with the
workers and if I would have (muffled) I was siding with the establishment. So I said I
can’t be neutral so the first thing [ wanted to find out something about it so [ went
over to Clayborne Temple to one of those mass meetings and [ me the people while
(muffled) trying to evaluate the union itself and the union had very good credentials
and I had herd already about he evil things that were going on in Clayborne Temple.
So I went over to this mass meeting and was very much surprised because [ had a
very deep Christian religious experience there that I still hold very valuable. I still
thin getting to know those sanitation workers and watching what went on at
Firestone hall every hour, too bad that was not on record on film because you would
not see this anywhere else in the world. This was such a unique wonderful rich thing
that went on over there. It was worth my coming to Memphis.

Joan Beifuss- Then tell us about what went on?

Father William Greenspun- Well you walk in an here a thousand sanitation workers
gathered, and a sanitation worker who is a preacher one of them stood up and
began a liturgy. Began a real religious ceremony where the secular and the
existential was so united in scripture and hymnal that you felt that you were on a
mountainside listening to Moses talk to the Israelites. You know or the Israelites
sitting around Jericho’s wall waiting for the trumpet marching around it. That day
just had, and that was the kind of thing you get. So it was just the old t4estament and
right there if you wanted, which gave me more of assurance that this spirit was in
this movement. This is what I said to them that [ was convinced that Christ was here
and not with the establishment. Once | knew that Christ was with them I really had
no choice whether they wanted me or not that I had to be wit them because this is
what this ministry is all about today in a charismatic time you have to discern the
spirit if you can. [ think you can only do that, they read it all wrong but that was
personally how I felt. It was there belief you know not hate against Lobe, he was a
happy enemy to t hem. They kind of pitied him I think and this was the thing that
drove me nuts because here you have the Memphians paranoid with fear out in
suburbia. And you (muffled) and when you walked in there they came up and they



shook hands and they took you up on stage and they had you before the microphone
and I never had better hospitality in my life. This kind of amazed me, so that is why
and then the problem is that this was again where you had your ministerial
leadership, you had your negro Christianity involved in this. That’s gone, that is
rap[idly going this is another thing, dynamic polarization the strike hastened.
Hastened really to death this beautiful thing because it does have negative aspects
to it, the pie in the sky and all that but you need a balance here. So you have your
militant groups in the city, [ am kind of going after this. [ am saying now you take
these young teenagers here when they are sanitation workers if they were it would
have been a terrible bloody thing they have none of this, they have no control from
family from church from anything.

Joan Beifuss- Father did you come across this, [ would almost coming down from
Chicago I would almost term it this phenomenon of the negro ministers still working
with their people because this to me is a very southern thing and I don’t think it
exists in the ghetto in Chicago anymore where the negro worker would turn to his
minister in time of trouble was the minister did come in to lead the movement did
you come across that anyplace else before you came here?

Father William Greenspun- No not like this you see because in the ghettoes in the
northern city all have uprooted people. But I think (muffled) is the (muffled)
example. Very militant leader. It isn’t like this, these ministers come down in a
traditional thing,. They do too but they have filled in (muffled) there is a religious
movement in northern cities but it is more militant one and it is not necessarily
Christian some of it would even be Mohammedan or Eclectic. But a good deal of the
old testament is in there in its theology which fits into their movement, selective
parts of the new testament. So you have a mixture now of an eclectic type thing but
itis religious led rally, even your militants you see....

Judy Schultz- Did you have any parishioners who were sanitation workers who were
on strike?

Father William Greenspun- No, we had just one fellow who still does odd jobs for us
here, I think perhaps there were maybe a handful or maybe a dozen might have
been connected as the same time of this (muffled). This is the problem here you are
perhaps not even 1% of the negro population is catholic here.

Joan Beifuss- Would you say then one of the things that held the garbage men
together was this deep religious...

Father William Greenspun- Oh absolutely.

Joan Beifuss- Because they were, what was really such a truly unlikely group to have
held together for all respects.

Father William Greenspun- Yes, this is the one thing that held them I think. Their
endurance is suffering entered into it. It is a whole lot of negative things in that but
certainly at the time of this, perhaps (muffled). Then the other thing that really is



more significant than the other came out of it. This sense of personal it gave us,
reawakening began to reawake within the conscious’s of these people, by god  am a
person.

Judy Schultz- And the signs, [ am a man.

Father William Greenspun- Right, [ said and I often say when I am talking to people
in Memphis the most predominant movement in the world is this passion for
personhood. This is why even catholic theology personalism versus the old legalism,
(muffled). All this and this is not a racial thing, this is everybody is a teenager, they
feel the same passion and it is the same problem for the youth as it is in the black
man and the poor now, black or white, and it is a worldwide thing. The people here
are so hung up on communism, communism is finished as well as capitalism. This is
the very tragic kind of misdirection of fear and hostility. They don’t realize what
kind of revolution they are really facing.

Joan Beifuss- Well now when you, in first place you met Malcolm Blackburn then
when you went over to the meeting at Clayborne Temple.

Joan Beifuss- Did you know or had you heard of Jim Lawson before you came there?

Father William Greenspun- Yes Jim Lawson has national, for instance you talk to
anyone in the Methodist church consider Jim Lawson first of all as the ablest of
theologians, and Jim Lawson could have almost any Methodist pulpit in the country.
He is very well, he is the one man that any national figure in any church would say I
am going to Memphis, they know Jim Lawson.

Joan Beifuss- Did you start going to COME strategy meetings?

Father William Greenspun- I stayed out of the COME Strategy meetings | was invited
but did not want that involvement at this point I wanted to keep my own
independence.

Joan Beifuss- Ok then when you started also the same thing on the white community
in this period can you make any kind of generalization about the white community
at that point early in March.

Father William Greenspun- Well [ think the white community, at that point.....one it
is very hard to talk about white community just as it is black community because
there are so many factions.

Judy Schultz- Did you ever talk with any of the council members, or did you ever
have an opportunity to speak to the mayor?

Father William Greenspun- Just to the mayor a couple brief encounters personally
and then out at St. Louis just to hear his case and see him. I did meet him at some of
these meetings you know. Some of them would have councilmen I was at, but not
officially. Still [ figure I am here in town 3 weeks or two weeks, and I did have a very
[ (muffled) I didn’t realize this about Memphis too it is really a big village. I should



have got to I just went around and talked to a few people. You know come again for
a day or two and then they have a feature story that killed us before we got into
town about some big experimental parish. Can you imagine going into Philadelphia
or New York and seeing a few people and having to dig that out and follow it up. But
[ had a meeting here, the one thing that I realized with the catholic element I had to
meet all the priests. Of course they figure I am here for a week and this is still my
relationship with the clergy here it is the same thing. See they have been divided,
see this kind of thing sets a wedge to everything, it just sets up the situation where it
is very difficult not to take a stand. So some of the priest here did take a stand here,
well so then we decided those priests I found out who they were and at this point I
was making an effort to leave which was stupid now that I look back on it but I did
it. ] am not doing it now but I am just saying the weeds. In exerting the issue and
going to the dean and going to the priests and getting the half dozen of them talking
[ said, well the problem here is and you commend (muffled) even if it is a catholic
your whole concept of union is you have been through this fight in the 30’s but they
hadn’t gone through it yet you don’t realize that here.

Judy Schultz- Well you were probably remember the union when you worked in the
factory?

Father William Greenspun- Yes I led a strike I helped organize a strike [ was on the
picket line when I was a kid just after high school. But they never even think the
union is a large relationship to the first development or human rights. So you really
have to kind of (muffled) with this. So anyway these priests weren’t, they were hung
up and churches were hung up on the union question with is a thorny question. Not
only is it unionism but it is a new area of union activity and probably of employees
which is not an easy thing to reckon with morally, it really isn’t. There is a lot of
questions. Then you have the civil rights thing, dumped into it in this big crazy
picture, I couldn’t blame them, you see. So you had to work on, so looking at this and
then making a judgment here, this is just a pure simple old story of denying union
recognition in effect it was anti-unionism. It was not really giving these men the
right to select exclusively, (muffled) and all that thing. So there was no question in
my mind that this was a violation of catholic moral teaching. I could march on that I
didn’t need any more evidence. It is not that black and white you don’t buy unionism
fully, unions are just as corrupt as business or anywhere. Corruption is everywhere
so it is all just a relative thing but principle is...so that had to be pointed out so I
figured I would have a meeting so these nuns and priests and catholic (muffled) and
then the meeting came here some of the save our city people came here, heard of it.
[t was a meeting to find out and listen to the union’s side so they could see (muffled)
because they weren'’t getting to the press at that time and there was no place to hear
the union’s side of it.

Judy Schultz- About when was that?

Father William Greenspun- That was a week after I was here so it was about the 15t
of March. We had a meeting here in the church, and [ brought Lawson and
Blackburn and Malcolm and someone else and then these people came but someone



tipped the press off and all the prominent clergy were here too from the ecumenical
group. Which was a vey embarrassing meeting because they did not expect the press
and I had the district superintendent, Baptist leaders here and so on so I had to run
over to Lawson and change the whole tone of the meeting because all the channels
are here. I said to my (muffled) you just don’t move here, I should have figured out.
But that was a good thing because that meeting did get some converts right there
about 60 people here who listened to Lawson and Jackson and were impressed.
Then out of that becomes there was supposed to be the St. Louis forum at the same
time. (muffled) he ended up marching and then the pressed the bishop for money
and that was good because that led to other money.

Joan Beifuss- When would that be? $1000 you are talking about?
Father William Greenspun- Yeah that was kind of symbolic.
Joan Beifuss- Who was, were you pressing the bishop for?

Father William Greenspun- Well [ was pressing the priests and they pressed the
bishop.

Joan Beifuss- Do you recall when that was?
Father William Greenspun- That was..
Joan Beifuss- Was that before the first march?

Father William Greenspun- Yes I think it was before the first march but [ am not
sure the date on it. Now that caused an interesting dynamic in the church here and
then the great reaction against the Christians because (muffled) and develop a fund.
I guess that must have cost them $50,000 that $1,000 easy.

Judy Schultz- Did people here in your church react against that did you have
anybody?

Father William Greenspun- Oh yeah, you see some of those people there only a few
to begin with but maybe half of them kind of left. They came back but....

Joan Beifuss- Well they probably heard that you were going to stack food at the back
of the church I remember that.

Father William Greenspun- Yes, well that was interesting too that is another stupid
thing [ have done. I have done nothing but stupid things, I am just telling you all my
(muffled).

Judy Schultz- You just invited it al.

Father William Greenspun- Well I had gotten into the whole argument ( muffled)
Joan remembers that, well excuse me. (Tape break)



Joan Beifuss- Yeah I lost track the $1,000 from the bishop came before the first
march.

Father William Greenspun- I think so but [ am not sure of that though.

Joan Beifuss- ok now did you get any kind of support form the white community,
obviously what were their aided the meeting that night to move the food to the back
of the church or something, tell me about that because I thought that was kind of
interesting.

Father William Greenspun- Well the concept was to help, see what I didn’t like at
this point it was just before Martin Luther King came in and that kind of escalation
in the thing. The pressure was coming out at that point the (muffled) to strike to
starving and evicting and turning off utilities. The word was out, and it was covered
up but that was actually happening. The union was in a very tough spot because the
union first of all got involved running the welfare thing and the national union never
does that. It is stupid public relationally because you just don’t make decisions on
who gets welfare. It was very critical at that point. So I figured that if I gave food
here through catholic charities really approached me to see if they could help with
food.

Joan Beifuss- (muffled) approached you on that?

Father William Greenspun- Yes. (muffled) but another $1,000 came in for food and
catholic charities never even was publicized.

Joan Beifuss- That is kind of interesting.

Father William Greenspun- Besides $1,000 (muffled).
Joan Beifuss- Who is the head of catholic charities?
Father William Greenspun- (muffled) from Nashville.

Judy Schultz- He is the one who is coming in to talk to Monsignor Leppert the other
afternoon when we were leaving.

Father William Greenspun- Yes. So the idea was we will rally this around catholic
charities and get food. So then if it was distributed here I thought we could get more
money because it wouldn’t support COME. If | said give food to COME the (muffled).

Joan Beifuss- It didn’t occur to you that the whole catholic church would fall apart so
even the food program (muffled).

Father William Greenspun- No, I just thought the whole logic behind this was Lobe
gave them 6,000 food stamps, well if your friend Lobe gave it why can’t you give it?
[s the logic behind it and | had been trying to collect money abut at that time then
that was moving and we couldn’t get white support in the hunger thing. We didn’t
feed anybody but then the march came and the riot and I just snuck that out so that



entered into it too at that time. The money was just cut off for anything at that point
for anything in the white community. The polarization at that time they would not
support this communist, and....you feel sorry for the southerner because they went
at this thing legalistically. See they desegregated because they obey the law and it
was a nice out in a good sense because even the people who wanted to do this for
other reasons could say well | have to obey the law sp they wouldn’t get the social
pressure from...now it is reversed, we are asking them to break the law and they
were really schizophrenic and I think that was part of the process here and so that
was cut off. So anyway that became a big misunderstanding of my role on the part of
the COME leadership.

Joan Beifuss- What happened there?

Father William Greenspun- Well [ was at a strategy meeting I guess they figured
they were very, there taking over initially there involvement as ministers was to
feed the strikers. They had already moved this program around to Mason Temple to
here and so I was trying to get it set up and running. And so they were very
disturbed about he fact that this has been given over to the catholic church. Because
first of all I am Johnny Come Lately am I trying to grab leadership, am I trying to
grab publicity. Am I playing both ends? So [ immediately said well forget it, take the
food we won’t even see volunteers over so [ dumped the whole thing in Clayborne
Temple just to show them [, kind of man. We had a session here with Lawson and
some of them over that couple of...and the union you see, you have the union and
you have COME.

Judy Schultz- Did even Lawson misunderstand your motives?

Father William Greenspun- Lawson didn’t like it you know because it was all
involved, the union see you are dealing with the union, you are dealing with COME
and you don’t have all the facts but that was a minor thing it is a learning process I
am going through part of the training process.

Joan Beifuss- Let me ask you, do you, have you found among Lawson and Jackson,
the negro ministers who were leading the COME group, did you find any Catholicism
there? Had they ever worked with catholic priests before?

Father William Greenspun- No I found none, I find just the opposite I find very deep
hostility against the protestant white churches and none against us so far
individually and not too much to the church. See the catholic church gets off the
hook in the south because it has been a protestant culture. Slavery cultures are
protestant, our young (muffled) an immigrant church and had some of their
problems and had felt some of their minority prejudice. That is one reason I think.
The catholic church is very limited in Memphis. [ think it goes back to the yellow
fever thing when so many priests and nuns died here, this was still in the
conscious’s.

Joan Beifuss- Of course I think it has with the nuns marching.



Father William Greenspun- Our exposure again, you see they were desperately
looking for exposure which is kind of strange. You don’t really find this in other
cities. So when I talked to Jim Lawson I had met Lawson here in December. I said has
their been any white support for the strike and he said, none at all. So this really got
me because I just couldn’t believe when the justice issue in my mind was so much
weigh in towards the sanitation workers that 700,000 white people no one saw this.
[ said there must be some hypocrites there must be, or fearful people who do see it
and are afraid to move. And then comes save our city which is the first break
through. Really external break through anyway of any collective.

Judy Schultz- One of the problems in which I think as a result of listening to talk at
the save our city, there were two or three groups that did a forum about that time
right around the time of the first march or right before but they couldn’t get any
publicity so there was no way for white people to rally around these groups.

Father William Greenspun- Then that started the process by which the press
changed too about that same time. The first thing [ had noticed in the press was
when Joe Sweat came there and wrote, | forget the date but he wrote a couple
articles., He changed, the tone suddenly began to change in the paper. Well they saw
too that national people were in here, it was no longer...

Joan Beifuss- The first real change in the media was on television, Norman Brewer.

Father William Greenspun- That was a little later. (muffled) But you see what
happened, the boycott and the Lobe got in a very bad position when he hung
everything on dues check off. It was a very poor place to draw the line, even his
advisers must have been telling him that but he was stuck with it see. So then you
began to get, the union got to some pretty powerful industrial pressure and so you
had (muffled) a good number of people showing up in Lobe’s office. I think that did a
lot. And they got to the paper, Scripts Howard they got to Scripts Howard so I think
that was a mounting think for Lobe. So Lobe I think he is going to survive this I think
he has done something stupid politically. At least right now he is kind of....

Judy Schultz- Consolidate the county and the city and retire.
Joan Beifuss- Had you known Martin Luther King, had you ?

Father William Greenspun- No I never met him, of course I had no real involvement
with this. My first involved meant was, | had sort of been Johnny Come Lately
because [ had not been a marcher by design I didn’t believe much in that. People are
leaving and going to other cities. I said you should look at your own city. | saw this
as kind of sensational and the last remnants was that here that march, Monday.
They were here, and it was a kind of a, | was not part of that so I feel | am beginning
a the second stage and some realize that is over anyway.

Joan Beifuss- But you did march in the first march when Dr. King came in and led it?



Father William Greenspun- Yes, only because the sanitation workers. This is the
whole thing, everyone who came in here including Gerry Worth the head of the
international, was hooked by the sanitation workers. You could not leave these men.
[ think in a sense they hooked Martin Luther King. Anyone that ever went into
Firestone Hall was never the same and the amazing thing was these men and they
stood out even during that march it was fantastic the way those men just marched
out and turned around and came back without even getting excited that much.
(muffled) the mood they were in they were such wonderful...their leader was kind
of I refer to Bob Sunday (muffled) for 20 minutes, they are all dressed up in there
best clothes and this was their big day and it was a nice day, before we started you
know.

Joan Beifuss- Yeah what stands out in your mind about that first march? Did catholic
priests and nuns get here at St. Patrick’s for that march?

Father William Greenspun- Yes and the outsiders that came in of course Matt Almin
from Chicago who was from the catholic interracial society. He was the leader of
that getting that together was here and this became their headquarters for that.
Quite a few of the national church groups came here and represented the Lutheran
church and the national people were here. This was a communication headquarters
for quite a few meetings. The Methodists met here when they were investigating
whether or not they would give any funds and what they could do so I was kind of
bringing Lawson and these people together.

Judy Schultz- Was that here in the rectory?

Father William Greenspun- Yeah, so [ kept trying to get white support, shaking it
loose some how, money and that kind of thing at that time. Methodist church I think
ended up giving $10,000. Presbyterians gave money, I didn’t have anything to do
with either of that other than getting them to meet with. Of course bearing the
fellow who met here with them was this Bill Lucie who was an exceptional
(muffled). So a lot of exceptional people wrapped up in this that I have seen, either
local ministers or very fine people in Memphis. Dean Demmick and Rabbi Wax and
Ramsey Clark the Baptist church, these are good men.

Judy Schultz- Brooks Ramsey?

Father William Greenspun- No.

Judy Schultz- Oh Ramsey Clark.

Joan Beifuss- Ramsey (muffled) no Brooks Ramsey.

Father William Greenspun- No it is a fellow a the 2rd Baptist church out there.
Judy Schultz- That is Brooks Ramsey.

Father William Greenspun- Yeah. And you know Jackson is one of the most colorful
and capable people | have ever met. You know just a rich human being he is, a



terrific person. But history which hangs me up about the negro community anyway,
this culture, all this has, you go out and talk to people, even if you talk to people
standing in front of a shack, philosophically it he area of wisdom you have so many
cases of (muffled) sitting at their feet. So I think it has been a fascinating experience
for me to begin to move and (muffled) hoping that you start with children here and
try to move them into the community. You see some come in here and meddle...

Joan Beifuss- What stands out in your mind about the first march?

Father William Greenspun- Well as | was saying it started out as such a joyful kind of
way and then when the, when we got around the corner there then the young kids,
in really a carnival move began breaking windows and causing destruction.

Joan Beifuss- Father, where were you marching were you marching up in front with
the clergy with King here?

Father William Greenspun- Yeah we were right behind King and the leaders of
COME.

Joan Beifuss- Were the nuns somewhere around you?

Father William Greenspun- The nuns were with us yes. And then I saw that time
some of these militant young people moving into the head of the march as it started.
And the clue was when they were tearing the signs off the stick and just carrying
sticks. Right before we left one of them seized the microphone in Clayborne Temple
and had to be taken away from that was trying to get the crowd hostile before we
even pulled away.

Joan Beifuss- Was there a meeting in Clayborne Temple?

Father William Greenspun- Well rallied outside, but they had a loud speaking
system they were giving directions to the people.

Joan Beifuss- I didn’t know if there were people in the temple?

Father William Greenspun- There were, some of the children and wives that were
later gassed were in there, they didn’t go on the march. Then it broke....

Joan Beifuss- Oh they stayed, they did not march they stayed in the temple during
the march.

Father William Greenspun- Some of the children of the people who marched, young
children were in there. [ guess some of the wives and people [ don’t know who I just
remember there were some of them in there. And then when the rioting started
again you never felt any danger at all towards your person but when they ran back
into the thing they would step out of your way rather than run into you. No
motivation to hurt people, and there was not there was just kind of breaking the
windows and an unruly crowd and all that, then of course the march was turned
around and the police came in I think rather hysterical and fearful. Police were just



afraid more than anything. That was unfortunate, because out of that fear they
didn’t a lot of foolish things. Running around here like crazy men, 6 in a squad car
and running from corner to corner and we stood out here and it was just crazy.
Shaking their fist at me and cursing at me and just they were just, they panicky. They
never have had to deal with a riot situation. [ think these riots will be part of our life,
I hope we learn to deal with them better and I think the police will. [ am not really,
it is understandable this reaction from the police (muffled). Because the southern
thing with this comes a real fear of black people. They really do fear them so itis a
defensive reaction to fear much of it. But it was much better than this Martin Luther
King time [ thought it didn’t have that.

Joan Beifuss- [ am sorry what?

Father William Greenspun- That hysteria kind of thing they had after that first
march it was crazy.

Judy Schultz- Did you come back here when the march broke up or did you go over
to Clayborne?

Father William Greenspun- No I came up to the corner and then came back here
because a lot of the nuns and people, some of the nuns were at Clayborne Temple
and I came over here with Mrs. Lawson and some other people. Some of the kids
were cut and we were kind of taking care of them here and we let the people get
away from the tear gas who were coming into our church.

Joan Beifuss- Did the police come into St. Patrick’s?
Father William Greenspun- No they didn’t bother us.
Judy Schultz- Did you get maced or gassed?

Father William Greenspun- Well we all got some of the tear gas when we got here
because they were throwing tear gas around Mason Temple. That is why | came
over here because | wasn'’t there for that thing about the police going into the
temple.

Joan Beifuss- Do you know that they did go into the temple for sure?

Father William Greenspun- No I don’t personally except second hand from the nuns
who were in there. 3 or 4 of the nuns of St. Thomas’. But I did not, it was at that
point [ was in the backyard here.

Joan Beifuss- Can you recall your feeling after the way that march ended the way it
did? What was your reaction?

Father William Greenspun- Well my reaction was initially that I was following the
press nationally and I got a call here again from a student about that time and they
said what is going on...(Tape End)






