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Daughdrill

Announces
Replacement

By Jomes S?enrs
= Editor-in-Chie

President James Daughdrill has

v announced to the Board of Trustees

and general college community his

* successor as the next college presi-

, dent. Stephen Haynes, chair of the

Religious Studies Department, has

” been chosen as a candidate for re-
. placement.

“It’s a match literally made in

v Heaven,” Daughdrill announced

during a press conference Tuesday,

“March 31. “Haynes and I have dis-

» cussed a plan to study the effect that

the lack of a liberal arts education

> will have on a liberal arts college.

.. This should serve as a good backdrop

to the current studies being done on

+ the lack of faith in religiously-affili-

, ated colleges.”

Haynes, who followed President

» Daughdrill’s announcement with a

* brief statement of his own, relieved

" many people with his declaration of

desire for research information ver-

sus his lack of educational principles.

" “Of course this will ruin the col-

_ lege,” Haynes said. “As a professor, I

feel an intense loathing toward the

' project. My chief concern has always

* been and will continue to be the edu-

'~ cation of individuals in this society.

~ However, the research that this ven-

ture could possibly yield will more

* than outweigh the lackluster educa-

.. tion that the next four years’ worth

of students will receive. You can’t

<, make an omelette without breaking
_ afew eggs.”

The campus community has re-
sponded with divided feelings. Some
students applaud the move and

" wholeheartedly support the pro-
, gram, despite the possibility of an
¢ inferior education.

“I guess I do mind the fact that

my college diploma will be worth
less than the paper or whatever it’s
written on,” Anthropology major
Neeta Vennepalli (’99) said. “But
since my major affords me no real
opportunities anyway, I suppose I
can find satisfaction in this plan’s
weird sociological tint.”

Classes that once stressed deci-
sion making and critical analysis
will be shifted toward a more “di-
vine intervention” aspect,and many
departments will have to change
their curricula to suit.

The Economics Department
will reinstate “the hand of fate”
theory established in eighteenth
century economic theory, substitut-
ing “God” for “fate.” Social Darwin-
ism will be taught in all .. classes,
with the addition of a missionary-
type ideology of “Christian good,
Heathen bad” added to replace the
secular Darwinian evolution idea.

The English department will re-
instate the censorship of all secular
works, a popular tactic during the
middle of the seventeenth century.
The importance of Shakespeare to
the literary canon will be
downplayed in favor of Oliver
Cromwell, the Puritan who
launched a massive conservative at-
tack against the rise of Anglical
“gaudiness.”

The basement of Clough Hall,
which currently houses the Psychol-
ogy and Anthropology/Sociology
Departments will be renovated to
house prayer cells, where pious stu-
dents can pray for help in life instead
of relying on their education and per-
sonal development and awareness.
There will also be an Inquisition-style
torture room for all non-Christian
students that enroll at Rhodes in an
attempt to more effectively homog-
enize and unify the student body.

——
-
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Collage artiste: James Spears

RSG President Damon Norcross (‘98), pictured above in this artistic collage, will face multiple charges
of misconduct and mismanagement. A vigilante group has been reported gathering massive amounts of tar from
Physical Plant and feathers from Housekeeping to engage in “a good ol’ tar and feathering.”

Norcross Caught In Sex Scandal

et

RSG President Damon Norcross
(’98), in one of his last official acts in
office, will be brought before the SRC
for allegedly abusing the powers of of-
fice and engaging in sexual relations
with multiple people during officially
sanctioned RSG events and while us-
ing RSG funds.

In what appears to be an ironic
turn of events given the nation’s own
political scandal, Norcross has been
labelled as a “copycat offender,” whose
actions mimic President Clinton’s as a
means of dealing with the stress that
such recent scandals have inflicted
upon his psyche.

Norcross, if indicted, will face up
to a semester’s suspension, meaning
that he will not be given his diploma
until January. Norcross will also be
required to pay back the funds he used
during his private ventures.

News of the scandal broke last
week when President-elect Neeta
Vennepalli (99).was cleaning out the

RSG file cabinet. Vennepalli posted
the information on an Internet site,
where it was discovered by Associate
Dean of Student Affairs Charlie
Landreth.

“The site was part of a newsgroup
that I often peruse,” Landreth said. “I
was quite surprised to see such mis-
conduct from someone who seemed
so respectable.”

Norcross has denied comment
about the issue, but has filed a counter-
complaint against Vennepalli and RSG
Treasurer Dave Wells (*98), citing “pu-
nitive damages” as his cause.

“I don’t understand how it could
have happened,” Wells explained dur-
ing a brief question-answer session
held in Tuthill last Friday, March 27.
“We do have a presidential discretion-
ary fund, but Damon kept bringing
me receipts that seemed legitimate.”

The receipts have been confiscated
by Campus Safety and the SRC, and
there is speculation that they may have
been forged. If this is true, the SRC
will investigate the possibility that

‘Norcross received help from a source

capable of design and publishing.
While the Publications Board has
not made a preemptive strike to in-
tercept the possible allegations, it
has been rumored that Publications
Commissioner Jonathan Nolen
(’98) has made plans to leave for
Canada immediately after finishing
his coursework.

None of the victims in the
Norcross scandal have come for-
ward, but SRC is currently speak-
ing to those rumored to have been
seen with Norcross in Tunica and
other flashy, high profile areas.

“Given the extent of the records
found in the files,” Vennepalli said,
“we might be reviewing this case for
some time. Perhaps months will go
by before we see any signs of the
bottom of Norcross’s debauchery.”

All RSG activities will now be
monitored by a watchdog commit-
tee comprised of Matthew Marcotte
("99) and Kevin Willoughby (’99).
Both members were pleased to have
something fun to do over the sum-
mer.



Page 2

Opinion

It’s Good To Be Klng

Spring is here, and you can smell
something in the air.

No, it’s not my feet. Very funny,
wiseass.

Actually, what I smell is change.
Yep, things have been too quiet
around here this year. I haven’t got-
ten called in onto the carpet yet, and
no one in a position of authority has
said anything notably stupid. (Not
that they haven’t said anything stu-
pid this year, just that we’ve all heard
it before, “always faithful” to the
same old song and dance.)

Anyway, I'm tired of advocating
“openmindedness” and “dialogue.”
It just ain’t working. So what I pro-
pose is simple: open revolution to be
followed by an enlightened despot,
namely me.

Oh, like I could use this column
name for two years and not write this

with a few cartons of cigarettes and
a paid vacation to Brazil, bird-watch-
ing capital of the world.

Then we boot every car parked
in a twenty-four hour space in front
of Palmer. Thus immobilized, the
powers-that-be will be forced to hole
up in their plush offices, quaking in
fear..

Taking a few kiddies from the
Music Academy hostage, we then
bargain their lives in exhange for the
“Infidel of the Yellow Ties.” Gil
Haynes would never stand for the
sort of bad P.R. that hostages would
bring, even if it meant dropping the
Infidel into the hands of disgruntled
students who don’t appreciate being
mentioned once in an hour-long lec-
ture that made it quite clear that
whatever the hell “Rhodes is,” it isn’t
the students or the faculty as a whole.

Once we have the Infidel, we’ll
force feed him Darwin until he ad-
mits that the man was on the button
about evolution. We will then, as we
are a merciful lot of revolutionaries,
deposit the illuminated ex-infidel
outside his precious gates. Having
the campus to ourselves, we begin
the purges.

ange and brown gets to you after a
while.

Next against the wall is the
Honor Council. All infractions of
the Code will be directed to me,
wherein [ will employ tried and true
Spanish Inquisition torture methods
to extract confessions. Also, confi-
dentiality has proven innefectual in
preventing further infractions, so
anyone caught stealing so much as a
field pea from the Rat will have their
headA Religious Studies seminar will
study my work and it’s place in the
classroom.

The purges will continue freely.
First, any fraternity that did not
grant me a bid when I was a fresh-
man. Well, okay, so that’s all of them.

Next, anyone who says I'm just
bitter and if I don’t like the place I
should quit whining and leave. If I
didn’t like the place I wouldn’t care
enough about it to put in so much
damn time writing about how it
could be even better, as well as plan-
ning this whole revolution so that *I*
can be the highest paid college presi-
dent in the world.

Finally, the last purge will in-
clude all administrators who have

year programs in order to ensure that
my rule will continue long past my
earthly death. First will be the raz-
ing of the Diehl statue that it might
be replaced by a large, black mono-
lith a la 2001: A Space Odyssey. It will
be the duty of the Anthropology de-
partment to obtain two chimpanzees
to bow in homage to it on the anni-
versary of my birth and ascension,
symbolic of humanity’s dingy past,
the and my new world order.

I will cement my bonds with the
students by abolishing the registra-
tion tree and waiving P. E. require-
ments. Glenn Shwab will be held on
staff as my personal physician,
should I choke on a Chicken Philly
at the CLC or otherwise require
medical attention.

On to academia: We’re talking
Postmodernism A-Go-Go here,
folks. Anyone caught proposing “ob-
jectivity” will be locked in a closet
with Lloyd Templeton, who will be
told that you're the one that booted
his car in the initial revolt.

The recent Service Initiative wil
be redirected into servicing me by
washing my car, cleaning my room,
and clipping my toenails. Service

column. Besides, if certain elements First out is the International ever called myself or my compatri- hurts, kiddies.
have their way it’ll be my last,so why  Studies department fornootherrea-  ots a zealot, as well as people who I realize that most farewell col-
not go out with a Machiavellian son than I’'m a contrary little cuss  say I hold grudges. Landreth canstay, umns are a little more “I’ll miss you
bang? and their facilities are too nice tolet  in case I am deposed and need my guys” and a little less megalomania-
So anyway, the first thing we  go to waste as classrooms when they  old job back next year. cal, but its April Fool’s Day and
need to do is get Campus Safety with  could be my Imperial Chambers. My Thus cleansed of undesirables, James Spears upped the ante with his
us, since they have all the tear gas, throne will be surrounded by red vel-  Rhodes College will ride the path to  farewell column. I gotta be me. Be-
parking slips, and old unclaimed bi-  vet and cherubs. It’s not that Idon’t  greatness under my enlightened, ef-  sides, Machiavellian administrating
cycles. I think Officer Humphries like the poor lighting and nifty 70s ficient rule. isn’t exactly unheard of around here,
might go for it if we sweeten the deal  interior in Clough, but all that or- I will then begin a series of five is it? :
LETTER-TO-THE-EDITORS

To the Editor:

| relize that this letter does not fall
neatly within the genre of the letters
you usually print in the Sou'wester.
However, | didn’t notice anything that
was inaccurate in the last issue.
Anyway, I'd really appreciate it if you
could help me out with a problem
I'm having. | trust you, Mr. Spears,
in a way that | cannot trust anyone
else, and | need you.

It oll began this summer when my
father found a pack of cigarettes in
my car and threatened to revoke my
tuition and make me change my
major to Biology. So | returned to
school in the fall, and discovered that
| have no career prospects after
graduation, but cannot change my
major based on my own pride and
unwillingness to prove my father
right. Then the strange dreams be-
gan. They're all about this girl in my
class, and usually she has some kind
of power over my physical well-be-

ing. So | am tortured day and night.
| worry about the asteroid hurfling
towards earth as we speak. My pro-
fessors ridicule me, my advisor ridi-
cules me. | just finished a
relationship with a depraved,
drunken psycho. What advice can
you give to me in my hour of need?
Sincerely,

Too Many Problems for One Person
P.S. . Libby Robertson has stopped
taking my calls.

Editor’s note:

Okay man, pull yourself together.
You are obviously suffering from sev-
eral phobias and a dementia or two.
Right now, you're nuttier than a Chi-
nese chicken salad, mmkay? Your
warped little mind is concocting some
mixed mind drink that is smoking and
purple and has the little umbrella in
it, except that your umbrella won't
come up, it just breaks off into your
drink and the inks bleed out of the

tissue paper info your drink and
makes a noxious mess. So, we have
to figure out how fo change that big
scary drink into something fasty and
good for you, like a can of Guinness.
Find someone on campus who is on
Prozac or has a friend or family
member on Prozac. Take some.
Then, binge heavily on an assortment
of alocoholic drinks. Try hard drugs

for the first time and don’t worry '

about overdoses. Remember, what
doesn't kill you makes you stronger.
Find a Biology or Chemisiry major
to make you a jello shot of some
mutogen laying around the lab.
Something you can pass on fo your
kids, insuring that at least their lives
will be worse than yours. Who
knows, you might get lucky and have
a flipper baby, and that means seri-
ous cash in a Russian freak show.

If's good to have a hobby, too, and
woodworking and mercenary enlist-
ment are two lucrative hobbies right
now. So, grab a glue gun and hop

fo it, buddy. Don’t worry about the
dreams. After you've turned 30% of
your brain into water from excessive
drug abuse, they’ll stop, along with
fine motor skills like writing, so soon
the professors will be off your back
and you'll be on your way fo a free
leave of absencel Of course, you'll
have to leave Rhodes and enter re-
hab, but hey, itll buy you a couple
of months and by then you can think
of your next move. As for the ex,
bring that special someone to your
house and cannabalize him or her.
Videotape it and send it o your par-
ents showing them your new “biok
ogy project.” | bet Dad won’t pester
you anymore— not if he knows
what's good for him, eh? Take care,
my friend, and let me know how it
turns out.

PS. As for the as'arold we’re all
screwed. So if you keep your mess
of a life together for thirty more years,
God will take care of it from there.
heh heh heh.
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Young Faculty: The Rhodes Subculture

By Brandon Barr
Size Twelve

The last two weeks at Rhodes has
seen a drastic resurgence in faculty
leftist politics, as young faculty mem-
bers are less cautious in hiding their
extremist tendencies.

“It’s really gotten out of hand,”
says Ralph Hatley, Director of Cam-
pus Safety. “Already this year we have
had three sit-ins in the cloister, and a
tremendous rise in ‘Damn The Man’
grafitti around campus. And there
was that triceratops vandalism in
Frazier Jelke just last week — it’s just
sickening.” '

According to Hatley, a core group
of professors from several depart-
ments are the cause of the new out-
break. Hatley says the departments
with the problem professors tend to
be those that are most characteristi-
cally “liberal”— Theatre, Art, English,
and Political Science.

Assistant Professors Marshall
Boswell, John Hilgart and Todd
Marshall of the English department
are perhaps the most organized of the
faculty extremists. Self named “The
Three Horsemen,” the young profes-
sors support an active anarchist
agenda. Sporting the Modernist slo-
gan “Make It New” branded on their
left arms, the three have terrorized the
campus this year: sending envelope
bombs through inter-departmental
mail, firing upon administrators com-
ing out of Palmer with a BB gun
(“They never should have given Tod
Marshall that window office,” Hilgart
said Tuesday). Their most recent plot
has consisted of slipping Liquid
Plumber into President Daughdrill’s

brandy supply.

Todd Marshall gives much credit
for their group’s stance to former As-
sistant Professor Traci Carroll, who
gave him her copy of Abbie Hoffman’s
anarchist classic Steal This Book be-
fore leaving Rhodes.

“That book has done more than
teach me how to make Molatov Cock-
tails and wreak havoc on communi-
cation infastructures — it has taught
me a lot about life,” claims Marshall,
who now plans to teach his children
about the joys of anarachism.

Boswell, who wrote the liner notes
for the anarchist band
Choombawomba’s album Tub
Thumper, says that causing chaos
around campus has not only helped
his transition to Rhodes — it has
helped foster a friendship between the
three professors.

“Our offices are so close, we're like
alittle family up there. Anarchistscan
have families, can’t they?”

Other professors active in the
Rhodes subculture include Steven
Wirls and Robert “Big Daddy” Bartlett
from the Political Science department.
Wirls sports large tattoos on either
arm which depict utopian scenes of
chaos — and he works together with
Bartlett, a known Nihilist, in editing
their dadaist political newsletter, The
Bi-Weekly Extremist.

Bartlett adopted his chaos-ori-
ented Nihilism after he was caught in
the back stairwell of Buckman by a
group of Search students and beaten
senseless with six copies of Stark and
White’s The Elements of Style.

“Suddenly, the sense of Machia-
vellian order in the world, which had

Casey Allots “Circus

By James Spears
Editor-in-Chief

With the amount of debate
over student housing this past
month, Carol Casey, director of
Residence Life, has announced
new and improved theme housing.

“Well,” Casey said, “no one
seemed really interested in my
‘substance-free’ and ‘quiet hours’
ideas, so I got creative.”

The first addition will be “Cir-
cus Housing: Lions and Tigers and
Bears, Oh My!” in which Glassell’s
resemblance to a zoo will be fully
realized. All rooms will be con-
verted into pens, and all students
without roommates will have the
chance of getting the “wild card”
roommate, Bobo the Performing
Bear.

“Bobo was going to be disposed
of,” Curry said. “The rabies infec-
tion had spread and the mange and
smell are pretty bad, but many first-
year males develop similarly by the
time they become sophomores, so
we don’t expect too much of a shock
with Bobo’s roommate.”

The second themed housing will
be “Greek and Roman Studies: A
Tribute to Gladiator Combat.” Resi-
dents living in this section of
Townsend (renamed “slaves” or
“contestants”) will have their rooms
turned into ampitheater-style pits,
where roommates with “cohabita-
tion problems” can engage in con-
flict resolution activities and earn
P.E. credit at the same time.

“The social rooms will be turned
into training rooms,” Casey said.
“The R.A.s with the best proficiency

comforted me since high
school, was no longer
there. I felt more alone
than I ever had. Then
Steve introduced me to
Nihilism, and we’ve never
looked back.”

A frequent contribu-
tor to The Bi-Weekly Ex-
tremist, Art Professor
Dianne Hoffman has re-
cently given up her recog-
nizable broad
brushstroke style for
more avante-garde tech-
niques. Her new pieces
include “First Year,” a dy-
namic found object
sculpture consisting of
first year student Andrew
Sullivan chained against
his will to a concrete ash-
tray, nude and holding a
carrot in his teeth, and
“Fundamentalist,” a
mosiac made of thou-
sands of tiny pictures of
President Daughdrill,
which will be displayed
in the Refectory after he
retires.

Hoffman defends
her work as a logical

Assistant Professor of Political Science Steven Wirls allowsa
rare photograph of his extensive tattoos. Wirls became interested in tattooing
during graduate school, when he was intensively studying the political
ramifications of anarchism and communism. The tattoos, which picture
mythological scenes of chaos, Wirls says, “are a way not only of expressing my
individualistic extremist politics — they also soothe that savage artistic child
that our society so often incourages us to repress.” Wirls hides the tattoos because
of the adminstrations strict “skin dress code,” which encourages fair, unblemished
skin. “It only really is a problem when I play squash — long sleeves can get very
hot sometimes.”

What’s under that oxford shirt!

Photo by Brandon Barr

extention of her connec-

tion to the Rhodes pro-

fessorial subculture. She is thankful
for the support the subculture com-
munity gives her work.

“Some people don’t like what I'm
doing with my new works,” Hoffman
says, “‘but after a letter from The Three
Horsemen, they usually begin to see
the artistic merit that lies beneath the

surface.”

Greg Krosnes, Instructor in the
Theatre Department and the
subculture’s newest member, thinks
his recent exploration of body pierc-
ing has helped his connections to his
students.

“We trade location ideas, the

names of piercing artists in Memphis,
funny piercing stories. There is a lot
of mutual respect between the
pierced. Body piercing is probably the
best classroom technique that I have
discovered. It opens up a realm of
possibilities — and the learning ...
man, it just explodes.”

Housing” For Next Year

in spear and net or trident and
shield combat will have the choice
of their own suites, complete with a
harem from nearby Trezevant.
While it is not quite ‘feminist’ to
subjugate women, we draw from
President Daughdrill’s Seidman
Lecture for support.”

Religiously-affiliated students
will have the option of living in the
new Robb-White-Ellett complex
called “Bible Stories.”

Students can live in a mock-up
version of Noah’s Ark, heightened
by weekly visits from Bobo and the
other residents of Glassell. History
buffs can live in the “Egypt during
the Plague” section, where Physical
Plant will deliver a variety of “good-
ies” to residents, ranging from frogs
to locusts to dead Egyptian chil-
dren.

“We think the curse of Yahweh
will really be something that will
draw more students to live on cam-
pus,” Casey said.

Another popular housing idea
that will make it into Blount dorm
next year will be aimed toward For-
eign Language majors and Political
Science majors. Called “The Span-
ish Inquisition,” this dorm will co-
ordinate with Kinney Programs to
offer a service outreach to the im-
pudent.

“Well, we don’t know how recep-
tive the community will be to this
new program,” Casey said. “Because,
as you know, nobody expects the
Spanish Inquisition.”

Finally, there have been rumors
that Voorhies residents next year
have banded together and adopted
their own themed housing, modeled

after Chicago of the 1920s.

“Rumors of a Speakeasy in the
Voorhies laundry room are untrue,”
Casey said. “The dormitory is cur-
rently being used as a rehabilitation
center for seniors and members of
publications, but there is no .50
cent-dryer gin, and any students
found making homebrew will be
brought before the SRC”

Former Publications Commis-
sioner Jonathan Nolen (‘98), how-
ever, had a different story to tell.
Apparently Nolen, several weeks be-
hind on his tab, was “rolled” behind
the Refectory, losing his watch, belt,
and shoes.

“It seems to be a sweet deal at
first,” Nolen said, “but it’s worse
than the damn casinos.”

“Casinos,” Casey said. “Good
idea.”






