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~we · Won 1-t- IDO tl 
That's Gov .. ~ ·'81anton's First Reaction 
To T unrlef f()t Overton ear:k -X-Wor--

By WENDELL POTIER 
The Press-Scimitar Bureau 

seeking a ·court ruling that would invali~ 
. date the latest federal mandate. 

with federal officials yesterday in Wash:­
ington, he had in hand a proposal to com- · 
piete I -40 through Memphis by building a 
depressed highway through the park that 
would be 60 percent covered by ·lands­
caped plazas. The •previous proposal that 
Adams rejected called for only a 40 per­
cent covering. 

WASHINGTON- Tennessee Gov. Ray 
Blanton said today there is almost no 
chance of building a $100 million-plus tun­
nel for Interstate 40 through Overton 
Park, even though federal officials say it's 
a tunnel or nothing ~ fl)r the highway. 

"My first response is we won't do it," 
Blanton said when asked about the latest 
federal pronouncement. 

"Knowing the terrain and the terra 
firma in Shelby County, the ~tenance 
cQst of the tunnel concept would be unreal­
istic," the governor said. 

Blanton said that unless the federal gov­
ernment is willing to pay 100 percent of 
the cost of building and maintaining a tun­
nel, the state has no interest in such a pro­
posal. Under present laws, the federal gov­
ernment would pay only 90 percent of the 
construction cost and the state would have 
to pay all of the maintenance costs, which 
are estimated at about $2 million a year. 

"lh good conscience, I can't commit the 
taxpayers' money for something like this," 
the governor said. · · 

While Blanton was in Washington to at­
tend a private conference on ratification · 
of the Panama Canal tr~ty, state transpor­
tation officials alread\~: r ere at work in 

-Nashville, tryjng__ro dej;ide what their next 
step will be- in seeking approval for con­
struction of the expressway first proposed 
in 1955. . ' . • 
· "We know the general direction we Will 
be going, but there are a lot of questions 
still unanswered,". said Paul Allen, the in­
formation officer for the Tennessee De­
partment of Transportation. 

Other sources said the alternatives un­
der discussion by the state officials in­
clude whether to build the park sectiol) of 
the interstate with state funds. If the state 
were to pay for the construction, then the 
project apparently would be .exempt from 
federal laws which allow park land to be 
used for roads only if no "prudent and fea- . 
sible" alternative is available. 

Other possible alternatives, the sources 
said, include seeking a congressional ex­
emption for the Overton Park project and 

William GOOdwin, deputy commissioner 
of· t.lte. state DOT, said he learned of the 
~'tunnel· ar nothing" requirement when he 
tried to sell federal officials on a highway 
design similar to the one Brock Adams, the 
secretary of the federal Department of 
Transportation, rejected in September. 

·"What . we truly learned today," said 
Goodwin,: "is that Secretary Adams' bot­
tom line is going through the park with a 
tunnel." 

When Goodwin went into· the meeting 

Although the cost estimates for buildiiag 
a tunnel have varied widely, no estimate 
has been below $100 million and Goodwin 

. said it probably would be closer to $180 
million. · -
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