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SS148.mp3	

(Muffled)	

Bill	Thomas‐	This	is	tape	2,	tape	2	with	Mrs.	Vasco	Smith	at	the	NAACP	office.	It	is	a	
100	degrees	in	the	house	says	Joan	Beifuss.	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	would	just	like	to	add	one	thing	to	that	(muffled)	Willis	faired	so	
poorly	and	I	guess	it	is	sort	of	a	relative	thing,	he	started	off	with	no	votes	and	got	
40%	so	in	one	sense	maybe	it	was	not	as	poorly	as	the	record	said.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	was	going	to	say	he	had	my	vote.	

Maxine	Smith‐	but	he	did	get	40%	of	the	negro	vote	and	he	thought	he	would	get	
100%	but	he	got	40%.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Well	while	we	are	on	that	what	did	the	figures	show	that	Loeb	got?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Oh	less	than	2%	when	it	was	pitted	against	Ingram	and	Loeb	in	the	
run	off.	Less	than	2%	I	think	1	point	something.		

Bill	Thomas‐	(muffled)	what	is	the	membership	of	the	NAACP	Memphis	now?	

Maxine	Smith‐	At	this	point,	we	are	about	8,500	for	the	year	of	1968.		

Bill	Thomas‐	Would	that	represent	a	big	gain	since	the	semester?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Generally	we	usually	finish	the	year,	our	best	year	has	finished	with	
that	many.	This	is	a	small	number	in	our	estimation	but	we	are	the	largest	branch	in	
the	south	and	we	are	amongst	big	ten	in	the	nation.	And	I	want	to	thro	in	for	the	
sake	of	posterity.	For	5	of	the	last	6	years	Memphis	branch	of	the	NAACP	has	been	
cited	as	the	most	outstanding	branch	in	the	country	at	our	annual	convention	which	
we	are	about	to	go	to	now	next	week.	We	have	been	the	recipient	of	the	Thelhymer	
award	for	our	effective	programming.	Thank	you.	

Bill	Thomas‐	And	now	back	to	commercial.	Ok	when	did	you	yourself	or	the	chapter	
become	aware	of	the	strike,	when	cid	this	happen?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Well	the	very	first	week,	the	NAACP	took	the	first	action	in	the	strike.	
We	called	an	emergency	board	meeting.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	When	did	you	know	about	the	strike	before,	did	you	know	they	were	
going	to	walk	off	before	they	did	walk	off?	

Maxine	Smith‐	No	I	don’t	think	I	did.	No.	It	seems	that	I	knew	about	it	on	Monday	the	
12th	on	the	day	that	it	happened.	But	as	I	revealed	before	this	has	been	an	issue	we	
have	fought	through	over	the	years.	So	we	called	an	emergency	board	meeting.		

Bill	Thomas‐	And	when	was	this	do	you	remember	what	day?	



Maxine	Smith‐	It	must	have	been	that	Wednesday.	That	Wednesday	or	Thursday	of	
that	week	because	at	first	everybody	thought	because	of	the	board	meeting	I	can	
remember	Ben	Hooks	saying	well	this	will	be	over	in	3	or	4	days	you	know.	The	
strike	wouldn’t	go	on	forever,	so	we	decided	a	line	of	direct	action…Billy	Kyles	
issued	a	that	night	we	may	have	come	by	and	talked	to	you	that	night.	It	may	have	
been	another	reporter,	I	can’t	remember	now.	

Bill	Thomas‐	I	only	did	a	couple	things	on	the	whole	thing.	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	don’t	know	why,	but	reporters	were	anxious	to	see	what	we	were	
going	to	do,	we	got	good	coverage	and	we	had	a	press	conference	the	next	day.	We	
issued	this	under	Billy	Kyles,	he	is	chairman	for	a	labor	industry	committee.	But	we	
planned	the	all	night	picket	vigil.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	When	was	that?	

Maxine	Smith‐	That	was	the	following	Monday.	The	strike	was	a	week	old.	

Bill	Thomas‐	The	18th	or	19th?	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	guess	it	was	on	a	Monday	as	I	remember,	the	strike	started	on	a	
Monday	the	12th	it	must	have	been	the	19th.		Well	the	strikers,	the	union	itself	
preferred,	they	thought	they	could	settle	this	thing	better	without	us	in	it	and	we	
just	knew	it	was	an	issue	of	race,	they	did	too.		

Bill	Thomas‐	How	did	you	know	that?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Because	nothing	but	black	people	were	involved.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Seemed	obvious	to	me	too.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Any	group	from	what	I	understand	any	all	black	job	category	has	the	
same	problems	in	city	government.	This	is	why	we	did	this	job	survey	back	in	
summer	of	67.	We	fought	this	type	of	thing	and	begged	for	community	support	but	
the	community,	the	black	community	I	am	talking	about	gets	involved	in	glamour	
situations	to	a	higher	pitch.	See	we	hadn’t	had	this	type	of	involvement	since	40	kids	
got	arrested	in	1961.	See	that	was	a	new	thing	and	the	community	came	together	
and	stayed	together.	Well	actually	it	didn’t	keep	all	that	togetherness	but	I	think	the	
macing	on	the	23rd	I	think	the	last	Friday	in	February	was	the	thing…because	it	
hadn’t	caught	on	in	the	community…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Hold	a	minute,	did	you	parade,	picket	in	the	all	night	vigil?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes.	

Bill	Thomas‐	How	many	were	there	and	(muffled)?	

Maxine	Smith‐	The	shifts	ranged	anywhere	from	50	to	4	or	5	depending	on	the	hour	
the	later	it	got	the	smaller	the	shifts	got.		



Joan	Beifuss‐	What	was	your	shift?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Well	I	was	there	4	or	5	shifts	really	but	Vasco	finally	gave	up	about	
1:00	so	I	wasn’t	there	after	1:00.	Mr.	(muffled)	had	the	last	shift,	I	think	it	lasted	
from	6:00	until	6:00.	This	was	just	another,	I	think	some	people	get	used	to	he	
NAACP	and	they	depend	on	us	totally.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	am	sure	that	yeah	someone	will	always	be	there	picketing.	

Maxine	Smith‐	As	I	said	the	garbage	strike	hadn’t	really	caught	on	but	on	the	23rd	
when	we	were	first	rebuffed	by	the	city	council,	when	we	marched	part	of	the	way	
but	I	had	to	leave	the	march	because	I	had	an	appointment	that	day.	But	the	day	
before	they	left	when	they	were	maced,	the	first	day	when	they	were	rocking	the	
police	car	and	that	story.	That’s	equivalent	to	them	turning	the	dogs	loose	in	
Mississippi,	or	spraying	the	hoses	in	Birmingham,	but	that	thing	right	there	is	what	
captivated	the	community	then.	
	
Bill	Thomas‐	Before	you	get	to	that	about	the	all	night	vigil.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	We	are	on	that	all	night	vigil.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Well	we	marched	and	sang	and	during	that	time	the	union	had	not	
decided	that	they	wanted	our	help.	In	fact,	when	Vasco	went	to,	he	is	the	vice	
president	of	NAACP	you	know,	he	was	asked	not	to	identify	himself	when	he	went	to	
their	meetings.	They	had	their	meetings	and	my	pastor	Zeke	Bell,	they	were	asked	
not	to	identify	themselves	as	NAACP	people	and	I	think	they	thought	they	could	
settle	this	better…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	they	think	it	hurt	it	rather	than	help	it.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes,	it	was	a	labor	problem	not	a	racial	problem.	And	but	at	some	
point,	the	mason	or	somewhere	along	it	was	seen	,	or	it	had	gone	on	long	enough	for	
it	to	be	known	that	it	couldn’t	be	settled	on	a	pure	labor	management.,	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Back	tot	eh	all	night	vigil,	was	this	the	silent	type	vigil	or	a	singing	type	
vigil.	

Bill	Thomas‐	What	did	you	sing?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Oh	we	sang,	it	was	peaceful,	oh	the	gambit	of	freedom	songs.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	is	the	gambit	of	freedom	songs.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Oh	gosh	I	need	some	of	my	youth.	Anywhere	from	we	shall	come	to	I	
ain’t	gonna	let	anybody	turn	me	around,	ph	it	is	a	number	of	them	I	am	not	a	
vocalist.	



Joan	Beifuss‐	Were	there	police	there	that	night?	
	
Maxine	Smith‐	We	were	constantly	watched	by	the	policemen.		

Bill	Thomas‐	(Muffled)	

Maxine	Smith‐	It	was	a	high	spirited	thing	and	it	was	a	bitterly	cold	night	but	we,	we	
may	have	had	some	shifts	as	high	as	100	people	on	them	at	one	time.	We	walked	
around,	well	not	around	because	we	didn’t.	I	think	some	shifts	earlier	had	started	
going	all	the	way	tot	front	but	we	sort	of	went	up	and	down	on	the	Main	St.	and	
some	of	the	union	officials	came	out	and	observed.	I	think	this	was	a	sort	of,	they	
were	impressed	because	they	knew	we	were	working	on	the	principle,	because	we	
were	doing	this	and	they	didn’t	particularly	want	us.	But	the	things	we	adopted	at	
the	branch	meeting	at	our	executive	board	meeting	was	the	parts	of	the	movement,	
the	economic	movement	(muffled)	newspapers	all	of	that	came	out	of	that	call	
meeting	when	we	decided	that	the	principles	for	which	we	fought	were	involved	
and	NAACP	had	to	get	into	this	fight	whether	we	were	welcome	or	not.	And	of	
course	we	were	soon	welcome.	

Bill	Thomas‐	And	most	did	at	the	call	meeting	on	Wednesday	or	Thursday	following	
the	beginning	of	the	strike	was	it	at	that	point	that	it	was	broadened	to	encompass	
more	inequities	and	than	just	the	sanitation	workers.	

Maxine	Smith‐	It	was	that	and	a	news	release	that	followed	it.	I	think	the	news	
release	came	out	on	the	15th	or	the	16th	in	the	morning’s	paper.	I	would	like	to	
determine	what	night	we	met	it	was	the	night	before	that.	We	adopted	5	or	6	point	
program	as	to	when	that	is	when	everyone	jumped	on	the	(muffled).	This	was	jut	
some	thing,	you	know	a	lot	of	these	things	that	we	never	put	into	action	that	we	
didn’t	give	much	thought	of	just	kind	of	up	the	line,	I	think	that	was	just	said	really.	
And	all	that	got	real	criticism	more	than	anything	else.	But	these	points	were	
decided	on	but	it	was	only	after	the	23rd	of	February	the	day	that	we	were	maced	
that	any	of	these	things	that	the	community	got	involved	and	the	umbrella	like	
organization	COME.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	This	was	so	then	the	night	of	the	all	night	vigil	was	solely	the	NAACP.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	that	was	solely	the	NAACP.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Were	you	at	the	Thursday	council	meeting	that	Fred	Davis	was	the	
chair	of?	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	was	not	there,	Jesse	Turner	was	there,	I	had	to	go	and	I	was	
completely	sick	that	I	missed	it.	This	was…	

Bill	Thomas‐	That	was	when	they	had	their	sandwiches	down	there?	

Maxine	Smith‐	That	was	yeah,	the	day	after	the	macing	I	moved,	right	in	the	midst	of	
this	we	moved	and	this	was	in	that	week	and	I	had	to	do	something,	I	had	to	meet	



somebody	from	light	gas	or	something,	somebody	about	that	house	and	that	was	
when	I	happened	not	to	be	there	or	I	would	have	been	there.	Jesse	was	there	and	
they	were	calling	me	on	the	phone	about,	I	can	remember	this	very	well,	the	
decisions	to	stay	all	night	or	not	to	stay.	And	we	were	saying	stay	there	and	some	
thing	developed	and	finally	Jim	Lawson	was	there,	this	was	the	longest…we	were	
trying	to	decide	some	thing	to	do	on	the	phone.	And	there	was	a	meeting	called	and	I	
know	we	left	and	all	met	at	the	Peabody		hotel	and	began	to	make	better	plans.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	There	was	a	meeting	at	the	Peabody	hotel	that	Thursday	night?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	that	was	when,	the	night	when	the	sandwiches	were	made	in	
the…..	

Bill	Thomas‐	Thursday	night.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Was	that	Thursday	I	don’t	remember.	

Bill	Thomas‐	The	day	before	the	macing.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	The	day	before	the	macing.	There	was	a	meeting	at	the	Peabody	hotel	
that	night?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	there	was	that	was	when	we…	

Bill	Thomas‐	Some	of	the	ministers		(muffled).	

Maxine	Smith‐	A	few	of	the	ministers,	Jesse	and	I	was	there,	Vasco	was	there	
because	this	was	when	I	started	talking	about…I	don’t	know	if	they	come	up	with	
the	name	of	COME	yet	but	we	were	assigned,	they	asked	everybody	or	somebody	
wrote	a	statement	and	I	think	maybe,	I	don’t	know	who	wrote	it	but	I	remember	
them	having	a	statement	or	something	and	they	wanted	everybody’s	signature	and	
what	organization	he	represented.	So	there	were	a	number	of,	Vasco	and	Chandler	
from	Shelby	county	democratic	club,	(muffled).	I	think	this	is	as	COME	was	coming	
into	being	as	an	umbrella	type	organization.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Who	were	the	ministers	there?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Jim	Lawson	was	there,	Billy	Kyles	was	there	Reverend	Bell	was	there,	
there	must	have	been,	I	know	there	was	some	more	but	those	are	the	ones	I	
remember.	If	I	ever	find	that	list	because	we	all	signed	our	names.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Mrs.	Smith	was	this	the	first	time	that	the	Memphis	negro	community	
and	leaders,	leadership	had	gotten	together	with	the	union.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Oh	was	the	union	there	that	night?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	this	was	a	meeting	with	union	people	in	that…	

Bill	Thomas‐	At	their	rooms	down	there?	



Maxine	Smith‐	Yeah	down	at	the	Peabody	hotel.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	They	set	up	the	meeting	and	invited	you?	

Maxine	Smith‐	This	sort	of	all	things	were	beginning	to	catch	on	at	this	time,	were	
beginning	to	happen	and	I	think	that	was	really	a	day	that	things	did	begin	to	
happen	because	the	next	day	the	city	council	then	rejected	and	then	we	were	maced.	

Bill	Thomas‐	You	remember	anything	more	about	that	meeting	that	night,	who	led	
that	meeting	or	who	was	the	moderator	do	you	know?	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	can’t	remember	that	really.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Did	the	union…	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	can	remember	I	was	on	the	phone	getting	a	telephone	committee	
together	to	get	people	out	the	next	day.	The	meeting	was	in	city	hall	so	I	started	
calling	board	members	to	make	contacts	and	city	club	presidents,	political	club	
presidents	who	could	put	their	hand	on	some	of	their	followers.	And	much	of	that	
meeting	I	can	remember	in	that	suite	of	rooms	on	the	phone	trying	to	solidify	the	
efforts	for	the	next	day.	I	guess	the	union	people	are	actually,	it	was	the	following	
Saturday	of	that	same	week	that	COME	actually	came	into	being.	And	down	at	Mason	
Temple	and	I	wasn’t	in	that	meeting.	

Bill	Thomas‐	You	weren’t	in	the	march	that	was	maced?	

Maxine	Smith‐	No	I	was,	I	started	it	and	I	had	a	4:00	appointment	at	the	beauty	shop	
and	I	wanted…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	(muffled).	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yeah	I	was	in	the	auditorium	and	I	heard	the	meeting.	

Bill	Thomas‐	The	union	at	that	time	on	Wednesday	night,	Thursday	night	did	they	
pretty	well	at	that	point	accept	that	it	was	more	than…..	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	I	think	I	am	right,	even	prior	to	that,	see	the	strike	is	nearly	3	
weeks	old	now,	or	2	weeks	anyway,	it	is	2	weeks	old.	I	think	it	became	evident	
because	I	am	pretty	sure	a	union	representative	Jesse	Epps	had	come	formally	
soliciting	the	support	of	the	NAACP.	And	we	ironed	out	any	differences	and	there	
really	were	no	differences.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Yeah	it	seemed	like	then…	

	
Maxine	Smith‐	I	think	that	was	actually	before	then	that	Epps	we	sat	here	one	
Wednesday,	maybe	it	was	the	Wednesday	before,	I	know	it	was	a	Wednesday	
because	it	was	Vasco’s	off	day	because	he	was	here.	Jesse	Epps	is	(muffled)	at	his	
home	in	Mississippi	you	know	the	international	representative	for	the	union	as	an	
NAACP	orientated	individual	so	we	did	meet	with	him.	



Bill	Thomas‐	Ok	fine,	you	missed	the	macing	and	did	you	attend	the	meeting	on	
Saturday	out	of	which	COME	came?	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	wasn’t	there.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	That	was	nice.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Vasco	and	Jesse	were	there	because	I	think	at	that	meeting	Jesse	was	
the	first	nominee	as	chairmen	of	the	strategy	committee	which	he	couldn’t	accept	
and	Jim	Lawson	took	it.	

Bill	Thomas‐		I	am	sorry	now	what?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Jesse	was	nominated	to	chair	the	strategy	committee.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Jesse	Jackson?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Jesse	Turner.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Oh	I	see.	

Maxine	Smith‐	But	this	was	getting	into	income	taxation	and	as	you	know	he	is	an	
accountant	and	it	is	the	busiest	time	of	the	year.	He	did	not	accept	and	I	think	he	
ended	up	at	vice	chairmen,	Jim	Lawson	took	chair.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Now	is	this	the	meeting	where	all	the	ministers	are	present	is	this	all	
one	big	meeting?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes.	

Bill	Thomas‐	This	was	at..	

Maxine	Smith‐	Ministers	and	other	leaders.	

Bill	Thomas‐	The	minimum	salary	building?	

Maxine	Smith‐	This	meeting	actually	took	place	at	Mason	Temple.	Because	Friday	
night,	now	I	got	to	the	(muffled)	after	the	macing.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	go	back	downtown?	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	got	back	down	to	Mason	Temple	see	that	was	where	the	march	was	
headed	and	they	enjoined	until	Saturday	and	went	back	to	Mason	Temple	where	
COME	was…I	don’t	know	what		was	happening	where	I	was	on	Saturday	maybe	I	
was	still…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	You	were	moving.	

Maxine	Smith‐		I	was	moving,	yes,	I	moved	that	day.(muffled)	



Joan	Beifuss‐	Where	does	O.Z.	Evers	come	into	this	what	organization	does	he	
represent?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Well…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Wasn’t	he	at	that	COME	meeting	on	that	Saturday?	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	am	pretty	sure	he	was	because	he	was	pretty	active.	He	is	head	of	
the	Unity	League.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	IS	that	still	in	existence?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Oh	yes	that	is	the	organization	that	is	political	group.	(muffled)	and	
pushing	this	recall.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Now	how	were	you	able	to	overcome	certain	barriers	that	must	have	
existed	between	Evers	people	and	say	the	NCAAP	people.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Well	that	wasn't	the	only	ones.	

Bill	Thomas‐	There	are	a	bunch	of	factions.	

Maxine	Smith‐	There	were	more	factions	than	them	and	as	many	factions	as	you	
have	in	Memphis	were	represented.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	pother	factions	are	there?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Oh	there	are	a	number	of	political	factions	and	religious	factions,	oh	
the	different	denominations	and	the	different	types	of	Baptists	and	different	types	of	
Methodists	who	don’t	have	the	greatest	love	for	each	other.	But	I	think	these	
differences	were	pretty	successfully	put	aside	but	for	the	time	being	and	to	a	great	
degree	of	success	I	think.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	now	there	was	no	attempt	then	among	these	different	groups	to	try	to	
get	the	leadership	of	this	emerging	organization?	

Maxine	Smith‐	We	never	tried,	I	will	put	it	that	way.	Nothing	serious,	there	was	
some	rivalry	between	the	denominations	religious	(muffled)	but	nothing	serious.	I	
think	our	goal	for	the	garbage	men	was	much	more	important	than…it	has	never	
been	a	habit	of	mine	to	fight	other	groups.	I	haven’t	and	I	won’t	because	my	time	is	
taken	by	pushing	my	own	program	and	if	we	can	dot	hat	it	is	not	necessary	to	fight	
other	groups.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Ok	what	happened	after	that	do	you	remember	another	high	point?	I	
remember	one	that	we	are	coming	to.	The	arrest	in	particular,	did	anything	
happen…	

Maxine	Smith‐	We	kept	trying	to	find	ways	as	time	went	on	and	it	didn’t	turn	out	to	
be	a	week	struggle	or	a	2	week	struggle	there	was	efforts,	always	efforts	to	escalate	
and	of	course	a	mass	arrest	was	one.	



Bill	Thomas‐	Can	you	tell	us	about	that	sort	of	in	detail.	(muffled).		You	were	
successful	in	getting	arrested.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yeah	I	finally	made	it.	Yeah	I	finally	made	it.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	And	then	you	complain.	

Maxine	Smith‐	About	the	5th	of	march	it	must	have	been,	it	was	on	a	Tuesday	
because	I	was	doing	board	meeting	and	I	had	completely	neglected,	we	have	our	
board	meeting	for	the	NAACP	on	the	first	Tuesday	of	every	month	and	I	owe	the	
board	a	report	of	activities	during	the	month	and	a	financial	report,	neither	of	which	
I	had	prepared	and	Billy	Kyles	came	by	and	you	know	we	were	having	the	daily	
marches	and	that	is	why	I	hadn’t	prepared	because	I	was	so	busy	marching.	I	said	I	
am	not	going	today	I	am	going	to	do	my	reports	because	you	will	be	looking	at	me	
tonight	at	the	board	meeting	and	I	won’t	have	a	report.	And	I	kept	going	to	the	
window	and	kept	seeing	how	the	march	looked.	I	saw	(muffled)	you	know	to	city	
hall.	Somewhere	along	the	way	the	decision	had	been	made,	it	is	not	a	clear	cut	
decision	that	we	wouldn’t	leave,	that	we	would	stay	there.	Perhaps	somebody	had	
been	notified	we	were	going	to	stay	there	because	there	were	policemen	
everywhere	underneath	around	under	city	hall,	sheriff’s	deputies.	I	think	there	must	
have	been	some	knowledge	that	we	intended	to	stay	and	maybe	it	had	been	released	
to	that	effect	or	had	been	issued.	And	of	course	many	left	but	some	119	I	think	it	was	
ended	up	being	arrested	because	we	did	refuse	to	leave	the	last	information	I	got	we	
were	going	to	stay	there	until	some	thing	happens.	I	must	say	I	wasn’t	quite	
prepared	to	stay	there	until	something	happened	because	before	going	I	didn’t	even	
know	I	was	going	to	be	arrested.	I	had	made	no	arrangements.	

Bill	Thomas‐	How	were	you	dressed?	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	had	on	a	red	dress	and	red	shoes.	And	I	gave	Billy	Kyles	my	bill	fold,	
I	just	hadn’t	gone	prepared	to	be	arrested.	I	called	Vasco	and	told	him	when	I	saw	
this	is	going	to	happen	and	he	said	I	am	not	particular	about	you	being	arrested	and	
I	said	ok,	but	I	knew	I	wouldn’t	leave.		

Bill	Thomas‐	He	meant	that	he	wouldn’t	turn	you	out	of	the	house	if	you	were	
arrested.	

Maxine	Smith‐	He	had	preferred	at	that	moment	of	course	that	I	leave.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	That	you	come	home.	

Maxine	Smith‐	That	I	come	home	yes.	But	I	think	he	knew	that	I	had	to	stay.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	So	what	did	you	do	while	you	were	sitting	around	waiting	to	be	
arrested.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Oh	there	were	testimonies	from	several.	They	gave	us	maybe	30	
minutes,	I	think	it	was	30	minutes.	



Bill	Thomas‐	Yeah	everyone	pretty	well	knew	they	were	going	to	be	arrested.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	and	some	left,	a	number	left	because	actually	I	was	on	the	front	
row	of	city	council	meeting	and	the	last	time	I	looked	around	the	council	chambers	
were	full	and	I	didn’t	want	it	to	appear	that	I	was	in	any	way	concerned	with	who	
was	behind	me,	so	I	didn’t	look	back	there	and	I	was	a	little	bit	surprised	when	the	
numbers	had	dwindled.	

Bill	Thomas‐	And	you	weren’t	backed	up	what	s	wrong?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Not	quite	as	many.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	(muffled).	

Maxine	Smith‐	Zeke	Bell	and	I	joined	hands	and	started	singing	Leaning	on	the	
everlasting	heart	and	we	paraded	on	to	jail.		

Bill	Thomas‐	Now	I	understand	that	some	thing	was	worked	out,	some	method	of	
arrest	and	so	it	wasn’t	really	a	bad	arrest.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yeah	I	objected	to	that,	I	wasn’t	in	that	deal.	I	don’t	believe	in	being	to	
friendly	and	because	I	wanted	to	be	dragged	to	jail.	I	wanted	my	debut	to	be	
memorable	really.	But	Jim	and	some	of	the	others	had	worked	out	quite	a	peaceful	
arrangement.	I	wanted	to	be	a	little	troublesome	to	the	police	department.	

Bill	Thomas‐	So	what	did	you	do?	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	think	they	told	us	to	get	a	partner	and	go	to	jail.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Grab	your	partner	and	go	to	jail.	

Maxine	Smith‐	So	Zeke	Bell	and	I	were	partners	and	there	was	an	officer	I	guess	put	
between,	each	couple	had	an	arresting	officer.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Were	you	the	only	woman	left	at	that	time?	

Maxine	Smith‐	No	there	were,	maybe	two	women	arrested	because	they	put	4	or	5	
of	us	in	one	cell	which	isn’t	much	bigger	than	this	table	and	had	us	pretty	crowded	
there	for	a	while.	And	some	that	had	got	in	a	cell,	I	was	one	of	the	early	ones	booked	
(muffled).	They	booked	me	early	and	so	I	was	put	in	a		cell.		

Bill	Thomas‐	So	you	walked	in	a	line	two	by	two	over	and	across	the	street.	

Maxine	Smith‐	On	across	the	street.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Singing?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Singing	as	we	walk.	

Bill	Thomas‐	What	did	you	sing?	



Maxine	Smith‐	Zeke	started	with	leaning	on	the	everlasting	arm	and	I	don’t	know	if	
it	changed,	it	must	have	because	I	don’t	know	if	we	would	have	sung	that,	that	long	
because	we	sung	all	in	jail,	the	usual	freedom	songs	and	when	we	got	outside	my	
youth	council	my	NAACOP	youth	council	was	there	in	great	number.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Oh	they	were	waiting?	

Maxine	Smith‐	They	were	waiting,	they	would	not	let	them,	they	had	marched	
through	city	hall	but	they	would	not	let	them	in.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Because	of	the	limit?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Right	so	they	stayed	out,	it	was	dark	by	this	time.		

Bill	Thomas‐	They	greeted	you	with	songs?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Oh	they	greeted	us	and	I	work	with	the	kids	some	kids	look	at	me	as	
another	mamma.	So	there	some	tears	you	know	some	of	the	emotional	ones.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Were	these	high	school?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Mrs.	Maxine.	Yes	mostly	high	school	age.	And	they	were	reaching	out	
and	we	reached	out	and	clasped	hands	and	what	not	the	kids	who	knew	me	best.		

Bill	Thomas‐	How	about	he	police	during	the	march	across,	did	they	say	anything?	

Maxine	Smith‐	No,	my	arresting	officer	happened	to	be	a	negro.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Oh	really?	

Maxine	Smith‐	We	got	along	quite	well.		

Bill	Thomas‐	Did	you	know	him?	

Maxine	Smith‐	No	I	didn’t.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Did	you	introduce	yourself?	

Maxine	Smith‐	No	I	didn’t,	I	think	he	knew	me.	And	I	can’t	remember	his	name	but	
he	was	quite	nice	and	I	was	quite	impressed	because	very	early	there	were	a	lot	of	
different	people	and	I	don’t	know	if	this	is	a	usual	arrest,	or	a	usual	procedure	but	
we	had	to	stop	at	a	lot	of	places	that	was	why	I	had	to	get	mad	so	many	times	
because	immediately	I	started	asking	that	I	not	be	called	Maxine.	

Bill	Thomas‐	These	were	two	people.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Different	people	that	had	to	give	me,	at	desks	I	don’t	know	what	all	
this	was	about.	

Bill	Thomas‐	A	little	blue	card	and	writing	information.	



Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	writing	information.	

Bill	Thomas‐	And	they	were	calling	you…	

Maxine	Smith‐	Whenever	they	would	have,	well	actually	they	have	to	call	me	
anything	because	some	didn’t	when	I	protested.	But	I	have	lost	my	point.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Filling	your	card.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Well	this	is	why	the	objection	started.	

Bill	Thomas‐	and	they	did,	many	of	them	did	refer	to	you	as	Maxine?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	whenever	say	we	went	to	one	desk	and	then	we	went	around.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Had	you	been	separated	form	the	men	at	this	point?	

Maxine	Smith‐	No	I	don’t	know	where	the	other,	I	don’t	know	how	I	got	so	far	from	
the	women	because	I	was	the	only	women	in	this	group	and	I	was	the	first	women,	I	
was	in	the	cell	alone	for	what	seemed	like	a	long	time,	I	was	glad	to	see	somebody	
else.	I	don’t	know	how	I	got,	I	jut	don’t	know	how	I	got	to	be	first.	Actually	I	think	
what	happened	in	court	the	next	day	we	were	back	up	they	have,	when	they	called	
the	first	case,	they	called	Maxine	Smith	but	I	was	not	the	first	to	be	booked.		

Bill	Thomas‐	But	you	were	the	first	called?	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	was	the	first	called	and	they	had	me	booked	at	let’s	say	5:15	which	
is	15	minutes	before	our	grace	period	was	over,	but	we	had	been	told	that	a	negro	
policemen	was	up	and	you	know	that	back	window	up	there	in	chambers.	

Bill	Thomas‐	There	is	a	press	box.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Back	there	was	naming	those	he	knew	on	the	front	row	so	I	think	
they	started	booking	us	to	save	time	because	actually	when	Churchill	read	this	in	
court	the	next	day	I	was	number	one,	I	was	not	the	first	to	be	put	there	were	others	
before	me	and	the	time	was	before	we	left	city	hall.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Well	they	were	just	saving	time	for	you.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yeah.	But	there	were	two	whites	arrested	with	us,	Dick	Moon	and	
Malcolm	Blackburn.	And	Malcolm	was	referred	to	as	mister	and	the	man	behind	him	
was	Tommy.	He	asked,	why	did	you	call	me	Mr.	Blackburn	and	refer	to	him	as	
Tommy	that	may	not	have	been	the	name.	The	officer,	I	will	call	him	what	I	want	to	
son	of	a	bitch,.	This	is	what	he	told	Malcolm.		

Bill	Thomas‐	now	who	was	that?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Some	negro	in	line	with	me	Tommy	(muffled).	



Joan	Beifuss‐	I	don’t	quite	understand	how	you	got	into	a	cell?	Because	I	understood	
people	stood	in	the	halls.		

Maxine	Smith‐	I	think	after	there	was	some	negotiations	begin	done,	see	I	was	
there…	

Bill	Thomas‐	You	were	early.	

Maxine	Smith‐	5	or	6	hours	and	I	think	I	was	locked	up	before	they	started	
negotiating.	

Bill	Thomas‐	So	after	they	booked	you	Mrs.	Smith	they	took	you	and	a	number	of	
others	and	put	you	in	a	cell.		

Maxine	Smith‐	That	was	when	they	started	separating	the	men	from	the	women	and	
I	had	no	woman	was	in	sight	then	when	they	first	let	me	make	a	call	and	I	had	a	run	
in	with	that	officer,	I	had	a	run	in	with	every	officer.	They	were	pretty	insulting.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Like	what	did	they	say?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Well	I	asked	Maxine	so	and	so.	The	man	would	say,	do	you	want	to	
call	Vasco,	something	that	is	quite	unnecessary.	I	put	down,	you	have	to	write	down	
the	person	you	want	to	call.	I	said	I	am	Mrs.	Smith	and	my	husband	is	Dr.	Smith.	
Hahaha	ain’t	that	too	bad,	this	is	the	attitude	I	got.	So	prior	to	this	you	know	there	is	
a	long	line	of	people,	this	is,	Mr.	Holloman	is	completely	discredited.	To	sort	of	clear	
the	halls	there	was	this	room,	he	said	what	it	was	in	the	letter	where	he	was	telling	
people	just	go	on	in	there	as	others	were	coming	in	and	the	first	thing	I	was	aware	of	
when	I	walked	in	there	was	a	man	using	the	urinal	so	I	you	know	drew	back…	

Bill	Thomas‐	You	didn’t	understand	that	this	was	a	men’s	room	or…	

Maxine	Smith‐	No	I	don’t	know,	I	was	being	ordered	by	a	police	officer	in	here,	all	of	
get	on	in	here	they	were	herding	us	like	cattle.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Was	it	a	restroom?	

Bill	Thomas‐	Yes	a	restroom.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yeah.	So	I	told,	I	turned	around	and	I	said	I	can’t	go	inhere,	I	
just…they	were	like	get	on	in	there	don’t	give	me	any	(muffled).	Those	were	his	
words.	So	I	am	still	with	Zeke	Bell	my	preacher.	I	said	Zeke	I	can’t	go	in	there.	I	don’t	
think	Zeke	had	really	observed.	

Bill	Thomas‐	He	didn’t	know	it	was	a	men’s	room.	

Maxine	Smith‐	But	that	was	the	first	thing	I	saw,	and	so	when	Zeke	saw	what	was	
happening	he	immediately	told	the	officers	what	was	happening.	And	he	said	you	go	
around	here	and	they	sent	me	to	a	little	hole	by	myself	then.	And	I	think	the	next	
step	was	to	the	telephone	where	I	had	that	run	in.	I	think	they	tried	to	get	me	on	out	



of	the	way	maybe	that	was	why	I	was	the	other	women	were	a	long	time	coming	up.	
I	went	to	the	women’s	floor	and	searched.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Do	you	think	that	the	officer	who	was	herding	you	into	the	men’s	room,	
was	he	aware	of	where	he	was.	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	don’t	think	he	was,	in	all	fairness	I	really	don’t	think	so	because	I	
don’t	think	he	understood,	I	can’t	go	in	there,	You	know	I	didn’t	say	why	I	just	said	I	
can’t	go	in	there	and	when	Zeke	came	back	and	told	him	he	told	him	to	go	on	around	
there.	It	wasn’t	very	gentle	but	at	least	he	told	me	to	go	around.	I	really	don’t	think	
he	did	this	intentionally.	Then	gradually	afterward	it	seems	to	be	a	very	long	time,	it	
probably	wasn’t	as	long	as	it	seemed	until	other	women…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	know	any	of	the	women?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	two	of	our	board	members	were,	I	met	one	of	the	little	girls	up	
there	she	was	my	cell	mate	that…I	met	her	in	jail	that	day	that	is	helping	us	now.	

Bill	Thomas‐	But	now	first	your	book	and	the	urinal	thing	and	then	around	the	
corner	where	did	you	go	then?	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	stood	there	until	they	came	to	give	me	the	calling	card	and	then		I	
was	taking	up	to	the	3rd	floor,	or	the	women’s	floor	I	don’t	remember	which	floor,	
but	to	another	floor.	I	was	taken	by	myself,	that	was	the	first	time	I	began	to	feel	for	
once	I	was	all	alone	I	was	not	with	the	group	anymore	and	these	doors	close	very	
definitely	when	they	close	and	I	think	the	strangest	feeling	I	had	was	when	the	cell	
door	slammed	behind	me.	They	had	started	closing	in	on	me	and	I	have	this	feeling	
of	Claustrophobia	generally.	

Bill	Thomas‐	And	where	there	others	in	the	cell	already?	

Maxine	Smith‐	no	for	quite	a	period…	

Bill	Thomas‐	You	were	all	alone.	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	was	the	only	one	and	when	I	heard	somebody	coming	I	felt	pretty	
good.	Once	they	started	coming	because	although	the	10	or	12	women	that	were	
among	the	group	must	have	been	fairly	close	together	I	was	with	the	men	for	some	
reason	and	they	filled	this	cell	to	capacity	and	then	shortly	after	this	Jim	Lawson	and	
I	think	reverend	Starks	came	and	I	tease	him	I	say	your	trustees.		You	will	have	the	
run	of	the	prison,	but	they	had	arranged	that	we	would	be	let	out	on	our	own	
cognizance	because	I	had	no	idea	when		we	were	going		to	get	out	because	the	last	
understanding	I	had	was	that	we	were	going	to	stay	although	I	was	really	hoping	
that	somebody	would	come	and	get	me	because	I	had	made	no	arrangements	to	stay	
in	jail	indefinitely.	Once	Jim	came	they	didn’t	put	anybody,	they	called,	they	
unlocked	the	cell	and	we		all	came	out	and	Jim	and	reverend	Starks	explained	the	
proceedings	we	would	be	going	through	and	we	were	not,	we	were	just	kept	in	the	
women’s	section	but	not	behind,	we	were	not	taken	out	of	the	cells	that	part	is	



locked	in	and	from	there	we	went	to	where	they	mug	you,	where	you	are	
fingerprinted.	

Bill	Thomas‐	and	they	take	a	picture.	Did	they	do	that?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Oh	yes	they	fingerprinted…	

Bill	Thomas‐	They	did	that	for	everybody?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes,	I	have	a	number…By	that	time	I	was	at	the	height	of	my	anger	
then	because	the	matrons	just	went	on	Maxine	and	every	other	name	they	could	use	
and	I	asked	them	not…	

Bill	Thomas‐	(muffled)	and	did	they	force	you	to	undress	or	anything?	

Maxine	Smith‐	No	they	just	make	you	take	your	shoes	off	and	they	pat	you	down.	
You	got	a	knife	on	you?	I	told	them	to	just	look	and	see.	The	attitudes	were	just	so	
nasty	I	don’t	think	I	look	like	a	knife	wielder.	I	had	gotten	mad	when	I	first	got	there	
at	the	general	attitude,	they	treat	you	like	a	common	criminal,	they	resent	what	you	
are	doing	really.	‘	

Bill	Thomas‐	And	they	talked	to	(muffled).	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yeah	and	at	some	point,	see	they	take	your	rings	and	any	personal,	go	
through	your	pockets	and	what	not	and	that	was	when	they	started	with	these	
names.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Were	some	of	even	wives	of	the	garbage	meant	that	point,	or	were	the	
garbage	men	had	pretty	much	cleared	out	the	city	councilmen.		

Maxine	Smith‐	Most	of	them,	I	think	most	of	the	people	arrested	were	garbage	men.	
Because	there	were	about	8	ministers…	

Bill	Thomas‐	How	about	women	who	were	they?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Cornelia	Crenshaw	was	one,	two	others	were	board	members	of	
NAACP.	And	about	3	of	them	I	called	kids	but	they	were	old	enough	to	go	to	jail,	kids	
that	were	in	the	movement.	One	of	the	kids	in	the	office	there.	That	is	just	about	it.	
There	was	a	one	young	married	girl	that	I	haven’t	seen	since.	Her	husband	worked	
for	the	sanitation	department	but	not	as	a	garbage	man.	He	worked	for	the	city,	but	
he	wasn’t	one	of	the	strikers	but	I	haven’t	seen	her	anymore.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Well	so	you	stayed	in	jail	for	about	5	hours.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	I	think	it	was	about	11:30.	I	think	they	gave	us	until	5:15	or	5:30	
to	clear.	And	at	that	moment	we	were	arrested	and	I	think	it	was	about	11:30,	well	I	
guess	when	we	came	down	to	the	church	I	guess	it	was	1	or	2:00	because	we	began	
planning	strategy	again.	And	my	car	got	arrested	too,	not	really	but	I	had	a	little	
trouble	getting	my	car.	It	was	parked	on	the	lot	behind	city	hall	and	the	lot	closes	at	
6.	And	you	take	the	ticket	somewhere	else	and	se	I	didn’t	know	al	this	to	get	your	car	



to	another	parking	lot.	And	Billy	Kyles	had	my	billfold	with	my	ticket	in	it	so	we	had	
to	do	a	whole	lot	to	get	my	car.	

Bill	Thomas‐	And	then	most	of	the	people	who	were	arrested	did	they	go	from	the	
jail	to	this	meeting?	

Maxine	Smith‐	No	this	was	the	strategy	committee	and	very	few	were	on	the	
strategy	committee.	In	fact	I	don’t,	I	really	don’t	know	why	it	was	so	long	because	
they	had	been,	you	know	Jim	and	the	others,	we	tease	him	about	this	had	been	there	
you	know	a	couple	hours	before	I	say	you	people	are	going	to	stay	forever	and	here	I	
am	the	first	one	to	get	in	and	the	last	one	to	get	out.	They	must	have	let	the	men	out	
first	that	must	be	what	happened.	But	they	had	been	at	the	church	for	awhile	until	
we	got	there.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Well	did	somebody	wait	for	you	at	the	jail?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Well	Vasco	was	there	he	had	come	to	get	me.	And	I	know	John	Smith	
and	I	were	getting	out	together.	

Bill	Thomas‐	John	Smith?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Of	the	Invader	fame.	We	will	fight	the	(muffled)	as	to	what	our	plans.	
We	condemned	the	lousy	system	as	we	left	jail.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Now	did	the	strategy	committee	feel	that	this	had	escalated	things?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	I	think	they	did	but	everything	seemed	to	level	off,	things	even	
leveled	off	after	Dr.	King’s	assassination,	seemingly.	We	kept….	

Bill	Thomas‐	What	was	the	arrests	was	that	one	of	the	plans	to	sort	of	kept	he	
pressure	on?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	that	is	a	part	of	as	you	say	keeping	pressure	on.	They	didn’t	
arrest	us	anymore	that	happened	awhile	back	when	the	city	anything	gives	a	little	
too	much	attention	they	will	cal	that	particular	thing…	there	were	other	arrests	of	
course.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	No	more	mass	arrests.	

Maxine	Smith‐	No.		

Bill	Thomas‐	Great	mass	arrests.	

Maxine	Smith‐	No	efforts	to	stop	the	garbage	trucks.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Yeah	who	was	rearing	those	efforts	to	actually	go	out	and	stop	the	
trucks	form	coming	out.	
	
Maxine	Smith‐	Well	actually	some	of	the	ministers	and	Vasco	never	participated	in	
that	because	they	had	never	started.	They	had	to	meet	at	6:30	in	the	morning	and	



that	is	just	the	time	of	the	day	I	have	to	get	my	family…well	I	am	just	not	awake	at	
that	time	of	the	day	but	I	just	had	to	deal	with	my	family	I	have	to	get	my	boy	to	
school.		

Bill	Thomas‐	Mrs.	Smith	were	you	in	the	march,	the	unsuccessful	march	that	Dr.	
King	led	that	they	call	the	mini	riot.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Could	you	tell	us	a	little	bit	about	it.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes,	for	some	strange	reason	I	was	in	front	of	Dr,	King.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Oh	I	heard	about	you,	you	are	one	who	broke	the	window….	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	don’t	know	how	that	happened	but	it	was	certainly	all	wrong.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Wait	just	a	minute	now	the	march	was	planned	by	the	strategy	
committee	is	that	correct.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	this	March	28th	march.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	That	is	Dr.	King’s	people	did	not	help	plan		the	march.	

Maxine	Smith‐	No	they	were	not	in	it.		They	came	in	after	the	march.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Dr.	King	was	late.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	his	plane.	Actually	the	march,	no	we	waited,	somehow	there	was	
a	lot	of	confusion	that	morning.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Well	it	didn’t	start	until	after	11:00	that	morning.			

Maxine	Smith‐	No,	and	it	he	confusion	this	is	how	I	got	in	front	of	Dr.	King	because	I	
can	remember	very	well	walking	beside	Chief	Lux.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	you	were	walking	beside	Chief	Lux?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yeah	and	we	were	both		in	front	of	Dr.	King.	And		I	had	a	feeling	of	
anxiety	before	the	march	started.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	was	going	to	ask	you	that,	did	you,	had	you	been	standing	out	front	
before	it	had	started.		

Maxine	Smith‐	Yeah	I	had	been	and	out	of	here,	I	saw	people	that	I	knew	had	never	
been	involved,	not	that	I	knew	everybody,	this	was…and	there	was	sticks	and	things,	
I	had	never	seen	such	big	sticks	on	picket	signs.	Our	door	is	locked	I	will	show	you	
the	type	of	sticks,	we	use	a	completely	harmless	stick,	on	our	picket	signs	a	very	
light	weight	stick.	Of	course	we	didn’t	order	the	sticks,	you	were	at	the	march	
weren’t	you?	Yeah	because	I	saw…	



Joan	Beifuss‐	Who	would	have	ordered	the	sticks?	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	was	just	not	on	that	I	was	on	committee	to	make	signs.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	We	haven’t	found	a	single	person	yet.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Somebody	up	there	from	the	church,	we	could	have	made	5	or	6	or	
10	sticks	out	of	the	type	we	use	if	there	are	any	left	they	would	be	in	that	room	and	
it	is	locked	right	now.	But	I	saw	some	strange	people	holding	these	sticks.	

Bill	Thomas‐	From	your	vantage	point	a	the	very	front	of	the	march.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Well	actually	before	we	marched	I	was	in	and	out	you	know	last	
minute	details	between	here	and	the	church.	And	I	think	it	was	a	bad,	it	was	a	
tactical	error	handling	that	many	people	not	to	have	alerted	the	police	not	to	have	
more	supervision	of	the	march.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Was	there,	did	the	police	asked	not	to	line	the	march,	were	they	asked	
to	just	stay	at	the	intersections	because	that	was	the	only	place	I	saw	them?	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	am	not	just	sure	just	why	they	were	not	more	in	evidence.	I	think	it	
is	partly	not	all	together	our	fault	you	just	need	that	kind	of…with	that	many	people	
and	there	were	thousands	of	people	there.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Well	you	were	marching	down	the	street	in	front	of	Dr.	King…	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	heard	a	window	break.	In	fact	I	looked	over	and	se	the	windows	
being	broken.	

Now	this	was	on	Beale	I	guess?	

Maxine	Smith‐	This	was	on	Beale.	I	think…	

Bill	Thomas‐	Approaching	Main.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Approaching	Main,	it	was	between	2nd	and…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	(Muffled).	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	saw	figures	breaking	windows	and	chief	Lux	did	too	and	he	had	his	
walkie	talkie.	I	couldn’t	understand	why	there	was	no	effort	to	stop	these	people.	

Bill	Thomas‐	By	the	police?	

Maxine	Smith‐	By	the	police.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	But	there	were	no	police	in	that	immediate	area.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Maybe	that	was	it	but	it	was		little	you	know	it	was	just	uncanny	
there	was	just	no	effort	made	to	stop	these	people.	At	some	point	Jesse	Turner	and	
two	or	three	other	people	we	were	the	major	(muffled)	in	front	of	everybody.	He	



saw,	and	these	things	probably	happened	in	very	rapid	succession,	he	says	some	
thing	must	be	done	so	he	left	us	and	at	some	point	I	realized	I	was	not	the	leader	of	
the	march	and	I	let	Dr.	King	get	in	front	of	me.	But	by	the	time	we	got	to	Main	and	
McCall	I	guess	Jesse	and	Jim	and	some	of	the	others	had	conferred	and	the	decision	
was	made	that	he	march	would	turn	around	because	the	glass	was	flying	more	and	
people	were	beginning	to	panic	because	one	of	the	people	with	me	pulled	me	let’s	
go,	it	was	getting	a	little	frightful	at	that	point	and	I	have	never	run.	I	think	the	
policemen	were	getting	into	that	at	that	point	and	I	said	I	will	not	run.	I	will	die	
before	I	run,	I	have	never	run	from	policemen.	And	there	was	an	effort,	our	leaders	
had	said	we	were	going	back.	

Bill	Thomas‐	To	turn	the	march	back.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes,	and	my,	the	crowd	had	gotten	pretty,	you	know	you	couldn’t	see	
as	well	it	wasn’t	well	defined	it	was	almost	pandemonium	at	this	time,	people	not	
participating	in	the	window	breaking	as	I	said	one	of	the	ladies	with	me	was	saying	
come	on	Maxine	let’s	go.	I	had	to	in	very	positive	language	tell	her	to	cool	it.	
(muffled)	we	are	going.		

Bill	Thomas‐	Did	you	see	Dr.	King	during	this	time?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	I	was	very	close	to	him	and	I	was	at	the	corner	when	he	left	he	
march.	

Bill	Thomas‐	How	did	he	leave.	

Maxine	Smith‐	He	went	down	McCalls	St.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	he	have	a	police	escort	when	he	left	he	march.,	

Maxine	Smith‐	No.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Who	left	with	him	do	you	know?	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	don’t	really	I	just	remember,	things	were	happening	so	fast	then,	I	
just	remember	a	group	perhaps	of	ministers	and	perhaps	some	aides.	

Bill	Thomas‐	and	he	just	walked	down	McCalls.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	because	I	stood	there	on	the	corner	of	McCall	for	awhile.,	

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	was	your	first	reaction	when	the	windows	starting	breaking	
what	did	you	think?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Well	I	must	be	honest	I	wondered	why	they	didn’t	wait	until	they	got	
to	Main	St.	to	start	but	in	seriousness	I	didn’t	want	this	to	happen.	Actually	I	didn’t	
think	it	would	break	all	loose	like	this.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	think	there	was	going	to	be	trouble	on	the	march?	



Maxine	Smith‐	As	I	said	when	looking	I	never	anticipated	it	before	hand	but	there	
was	a	feeling	of	uneasiness,	not	a	serious	feeling	because	not	enough	to	need	to	say	
let’s	go	get	some	policemen.	I	think	if	it	had	been	that	serious	I	would	have	taken	
some	positive	steps.	It	was	just	a	feeling	that	I	had	I	didn’t	like	what	I	saw,	the	
people	with	the	big	sticks	in	their	hand,	I	didn’t	like	it	and	it	gave	me	a	funny	feeling.	
And	my	first,	when	policemen	really	swung	into	action,	now	I	couldn’t	see	what	they	
were	doing	to	the	people	who	were	breaking	windows,	but	I	saw	them	roughing	up	
people	who	were	just	panicking	and	alarmed,	innocent	citizens	just	participants	in	
it.	Because	at	that	point	we	came	on	back	Main	past	Beale,	I	didn’t	come	back	down	
Beale	St,	I	came		you	know	where	the	urban	renewal	program	where	they,	the	
crossway	of	Memphis	light	gas	and	water.	And	the	window	breakers,	these	people	
who	were	taking,	there	were	no	windows	there	to	be	broken.	So	the	people	that	
were	surrounding	me	were	people	who	were	just	regretting	that	this	day	had	
happened	and	were	following	the	instructions	of	our	leaders	to	get	back	to	eth	
church.	These	people	and	policemen	were	using	violent	language	and	swinging	
clubs,	now	they	may	have	been	doing	the	same	thing	to	the	window	breakers.	And	I	
really	think	that,	well	you	see	the	window	breakers,	I	don’t	know	it	is	just	hard	to	
say	why	people	do	what	and	I	don’t	know	who	this	plan	organized	because	those	
first	ones	I	saw	breaking	windows	they	made	no	effort,	they	just	walked	down	
breaking	them,	walking	down	and	breaking	them.	They	weren’t	looting	they	were	
just	breaking	and	then	the	letters	came.	

Bill	Thomas‐	They	kept	going.	

Maxine	Smith‐	They	just	kept	going	they	never	stopped,	they	just	had	sticks	and	they	
were	breaking	windows.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Did	this	seem	to	you	like	a	plan?	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	didn’t	think	of	it	as	such,.	I	don’t	think	the	window	breakers,	I	think	
the	looters	are	just	people	who	wanted	to	steal.	I	think	the	window	breakers	this	is	
their	way	of	fighting	the	problem,	which	is	not	a	productive	way.	But	IO	think	these	
are	two	different	groups	of	people	really.	And	then	it	just	started	boomeranging.	
Now	it	wasn’t	until	I	got	back	tot	eh	corner	of	Hernando	and	Linden	that	again	I	saw	
well	a	brick	came	and	almost	parted	my		hair.	I	was	right	walking	by	the	liquor	
store.	And	this	guy	made	no	effort	to	hide	himself.	Threw	a	brick	at	the	liquor	store	
right	there	and	glass	just	sort	of	rocked,	it	didn’t	break.	They	worked	on	that	store	a	
long	time.	And	finally	got	it	because	I	was	in	the	office	writing	letters	and	it	must	
have	been	a	long	time	because	we	came	on	down	from	the	office.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Did	you	have	a	any	trouble	getting	back?	

Maxine	Smith‐	No	as	we	got	to	the	office	I	was	coming	from	this	way	there	were	
others	who	were	coming	who	had	apparently	taken	Beal	St.	I	met	Harold	(muffled)	
at	the	door.	My	son	was	with	him,	I	was	very	anxious	to	know	where	Schmitty	was.	
The	whaler	was	a	Sugarmon	so	all	our	children	were	together.	Laurie	had	gone	and	
it	was	so	much	and	I	was	quite	anxious	and	Harold	didn’t	know	where	the	children	



were.	So	we	were	standing	in	the	door	of	my	office	and	I	didn’t	really	know	about	
the	orders	to	clear	the	street,	but	we	were	standing	in	the	door,	I	am	inside	the	door	
we	are	both,	the	door	is	open	and	a	police	officer	came	by	and	we	were	talking	about	
our	children	that	is	really	what	we	were	talking	about,	2	or	3	people	ended	up	
(muffled).	

Bill	Thomas‐	I	am	sorry	what	did	he	say?	

Maxine	Smith‐	So	Harold	turn	around	Harold	Whalum,	he	is	president	of	(muffled)	
not	a	thug	at	all.	He	says	do	you	have	to	talk	to	the	ladies	like	this?	

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	had	he	said?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Get	in	there	you	black	MF’s	and	so	Harold	very	gently	rather,	so	he	
called	him	a	black	SOB	and	hit	him	and	knocked	him	down	and	sprayed	him	with	
mace.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Is	this	while	you	are	standing	there?	

Maxine	Smith‐	While	I	am	standing	there.		

Bill	Thomas‐	Just	one	policemen	or	what?	

Maxine	Smith‐	That	was	just	one	policemen	that	did	this	but	there	were	numerous	
policemen.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	he	hit	him	on	the	head.	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	don’t	really	remember	because	we	all	jumped,	you	know	it	was	just	
something	surprising,	why	bother	us	you	know.	And	actually	none	of	the	other,	
finally	at	that	time	the	liquor	store	up	on	the	corner	they	finally	got	that.	But	see	
there	are	no	businesses		here.	People	in	this	block	were	really	just	trying	we	had	
been	told	to	go	back	tot	eh	church.	That	was	all	the	people	in	this	block	were	doing	
because	there	is	nothing	to	do	here.	And	any	riotous	condition	that	was	created	on	
Hernando	I	think	I	can	truthfully	say	was	created	by	the	police	officers.	I	testified	in	
court	to	an	incident	I	witnessed	right	in	front	of	this	office	was	standing	in	Jesse’s	
office,	his	office	is	on	the	front.	It	was	obvious	I	didn’t	know	what	the	conversation	
was,	I	didn’t	know	who	the	people	were,	I	didn’t	know	them	at	all	but	as	it	turned	
out	I	met	them	in	court	it	was	a	family	of	elderly	couple	who	was	the	mother	of	the	
young	lady	and	the	grandmother	of	the	young	man	and	the	grandmother	of	two	
early	teenage	children.	And	from	the	gestures	they	were	pointing	at	a	car	on	the	
parking	lot	at	this	business	right	in	front	of	us	and	the	officer	showed	the	girl,	
(muffled)	but	he	fellow	and	the	girl	were	in	early	20’s	and	aunt	and	nephew	and	he	
reached	over,	she	fell,	she	was	trying	to	as	I	found	out	and	as	I	said		as	far	as	I	could	
determine	to	tell	the	officer	she	was	pointing	to	a	car.	It	seems	that	maybe	two	or	
three	of	them	were	pointing	to	a	car	on	the	lot.	And	in	about	clubs	I	could	see	about	
6	clubs	in	there	and	they	started	beating	them,	I	had	never	seen	anything	like	that.	

Bill	Thomas‐	The	girl	too?	



Maxine	Smith‐	Beat	the	girl	and	the	boy,	I	think	he	must	have	gotten	more	of	the	
blows	because	he	was	leaning	over	her	to	try	and	pick	her	up	she	had	been	knocked	
down	when	all	of	them	just	started	beating	them.	He	was	obviously	unconscious,	a	
squad	car	acme	from	up	the	street	and	he	was	dragged	and	just	thrown	in	the	squad	
car.	But	he	looked	limp.	

Bill	Thomas‐	(Muffled).	

Maxine	Smith‐	The	girl	identified	the	officer	in	court.	I	couldn’t	really..	

Bill	Thomas‐	Do	you	know	who	the	girl	was?	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	didn’t	know	them	at	that	time	but	I	have	met	them	since	because	I	
was	subpoenaed	to	court	to	testify	some	sort	of	Franklin,	it	should	be	easy	to	find	
out	who	they	are	because	Walter	Bailey	is	their	lawyer.	When	they	picked	up	the	
girl,	because	they	didn’t	arrest	the	girl,	and	took	her	to	one	of	the	houses	right	
across	from	the	office	the	police	turned	around	and	we	all	up	here	hollered	because	
I	don’t	know	a	tear	gas	gun	from	another	gun,	I	thought	he	was	shooting	her,	but	it	
was	just	tear	gas	he	shot.	But	after	she	was,	she	may	have	been	unconscious	too	but	
neighbors	were	taking	her	to	her	house,	people	on	the	street	just	picked	her	up.	And	
as	it	turned	out	her	mother	and	father	too	but	then	they	shot	tear	gas	at	her.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Now	who	was	it	that	picked	her	up?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Just	bystanders	and	her	parents,	I	didn’t	know	who	any	of	the	people	
were	at	the	tie	it	happened.	

Bill	Thomas‐	But	her	parents	were	there.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	it	was	6	people	in	a	family	who	had	been	to	the	march	and	the	
people	were	telling	them	to	clear	the	streets	that	is	hwy	there	were	so	many	cases	
like	this,	They	tell	you	to	clear	the	street	and	then	you	can’t	even	go	to	your	car	
because	people	were	standing	in	the	door	and	they	were	afraid	to	go	across	the	
street	to	their	cars,	you	know	they	had	to	get	down	there	some	way.	Actually	looking	
out	the	window	now	I	saw	and	you	don’t	know	where	these	people	get	this	kind	of	
courage.	It	is	misdirected	courage	because	I	saw,	these	policemen	would	come	in	
flanks	up	the	street	and	these	boys	reminded	me	of	Jackson	Mississippi	the	day	of	
Metgers	funeral	standing	in	clear	range	of	the	policemen	just	throwing	bricks	at	
them	which	is	senseless	really.	But	do	you	know	they	never	put	a	hand	on	them,	
never	put	a	hand	on	him.	

Bill	Thomas‐	(Muffled).	

Maxine	Smith‐	And	I	finally	heard	the	glass	much	later	shatter	in	this	liquor	store	
thing.	And	they	just	so	boldly	walking	out	with	whiskey	and	as	many	policemen	I	
didn’t	see	a	one	of	them	(muffled).	I	could	see	that	out	of	my	side	when	looking	out	
of	my	office.	When	I	finally	heard	that	glass,	you	know	I	didn’t	know	they	were	still	



working	on	that	glass	just	periodically,	I	don’t	know	what	kind	of	glass	it	was.	But	
this	is	what	I	can’t	understand.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	the	police	come	in	this	building	at	all?	

Maxine	Smith‐	After	they	sprayed	Harold	and	we	locked	the	door.	Because	we	didn’t	
want	them	to	spray	he	mace.	

Bill	Thomas‐	And	you	watched	from	behind…	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yeah	for	anybody	who	wanted	we	were	looking	out	the	window	for	
an	hour.	We	were	actually	upstairs	looking	down.	And	a	number	of	our	people	had	
sort	of	regrouped	here,	they	didn’t	make	it	to	the	church.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	IU	was	going	to	say	you	didn’t	make	it	to	Clayborne	Temple	then?	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	did	yes	I	went	up	there	because	I	was	still	looking	for	Schmitty,	I	
went	over	there	several	times	during	the	day.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Were	you	quite	frightened	about	him	by	this	time?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yeah.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	fear	he	was	out…	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	was	quite	disturbed	for	better	than	an	hour.	

Bill	Thomas‐	(Muffled).	

Maxine	Smith‐	But	Harold’s	wife	Tellie	had	taken	the	kids	home,	he	was	alright.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	But	you	didn’t	find	this		out	for	an	hour?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Oh	it	was	at	least	an	hour	but	he	was	home	and	quite	worried	about	
mommy	and	daddy.		

Bill	Thomas‐	Where	was	Dr.	Smith	at	this	time?	

Maxine	Smith‐	We	were	together	at	this	point,	I	had	gotten	separated	from	him	
before	the	windows	started	breaking.	

Bill	Thomas‐	He	wasn’t	in	front	of	Dr.	King.	

Maxine	Smith‐	No,	he,	I	don’t	know	we	had	started	together,	he	started	off	in	front	of	
him	but	for	some	reason	I	don’t	remember,	it	was	a	pretty	good	reason	he	went	
somewhere	and	then	we	met	again	at	the	march	at	Main	and	McCall.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	your	little	boy,	did	he	see	the	breaking	and	the	macing	and	what	
not.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes.	



Joan	Beifuss‐	He	did	what	was	his	reaction	to	the	march,	did	it	frighten	him?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	he	was,	he	was	quite	frightened	because	he	has	never	been	in	
anything	like	that.	He	was	arrested	when	he	was	8	years	old	in	a		picket	line	in	front	
of	a	Loeinsteins.	He	has	been	picketing	since	he	was	4	years	old	really.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Who	your	son?.	

Maxine	Smith‐	My	son.	So…	

Bill	Thomas‐	He	was	arrested	at	8?	

Maxine	Smith‐	But	he	was	arrested	for	his	mother.	I	think	he	was	more	frightened	
than	he	would	admit	to	me.	Because	I	know	the	day	of	his	arrest	it	frightened	him	
the	police	calling	him	a	black	SOB.	My	little	boy	he	is	quite	the	negative	attitude.	This	
question	came	up	the	other	night	if	I	had	failed	my	child,	the	implication	in	not	
teaching	him	to	respect	police	and	I	tried	to	point	out	that	his	first	direct	
confrontation	with	police	was	a	very	negative	one	for	him	and	I	didn’t	have	to	teach	
him,	I	wouldn’t	purposely	teach	a	child	that.	But	there	are	so	many	other	forces	that	
will	teach	otherwise.	But	I	didn’t	see	him	during	this	period	but	I	am	pretty	sure	he	
was	pretty	frightened	because	he	said	Skip	and	Roy	were	scared,	these	are	his	
buddies.	I	know	he	was	probably	the	most	frightened	of	all,	but	it	was	all	over	when	
I	saw	him.	He’s	you	know	a	child	of	this	movement.	I	think	that	is	my	one	regret	as	to	
my	participation	in		the	movement	if	I	can	say	I	have	a	regret.,	because	he	was	3	
years	old	I	think	when	I	got	deeply	involved	in,	he	was	about	3	or	4	years	old	when	I	
got	deeply	involved.	Who	is	going	to	baby	sit	me	tonight,	he	is	a	show	off	today	
because	of	that.	He	is	pretty	cocky	and	he	is	just	getting	to	the	age	where	I	can	
explain	to	him	why	mommy	and	daddy	must	be	away	from	him	so	much.	Now	we	let	
him	come	to	rallies	you	know	we	thought	this	was	good	for	him,	he	didn’t	have	to	
observe	his	bed	time	because	I	think	he	is	big	enough	to	begin	to	understand,	I	don’t	
think	a	child	should	be	put	in	a	bubble	where	there	is	no	reality.	So	I	think	through	it	
all	he	has	developed	into	a	pretty	good	little	boy	and	you	know	this	whole	problem,	I	
think	maybe	the	cockiness	is	apart	of	desire,	his	craving	for	attention	has	helped	
him	adjust	to	his	situation	at	school.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Where	does	he	go	to	school?	

Maxine	Smith‐	He	has	just	completed	the	6th	grade	at	Peabody.	He	went	to	Bellevue	
but	he	was	one	of	the	4	first	negro	children	to	go	to	Peabody	school,	he	and	
Sugarmon.	

Bill	Thomas‐	He	said	that	he	was	the	only	negro	boy	in	his	class.	

Maxine	Smith‐	This	past	year	there	is	still	very	too	few.	But	because	of	his	cockiness	
and	his	wanting	to	show	off	his	craving	for,	I	think	he	is	definitely	an	extrovert	
which	I	think	is	good	in	that	situation.	So	being	called	a	nigger,	which	he	certainly	
has	been	in	the	past	6	years	and	related	things	didn’t	bother	him	too	much	because	



he	thinks	he	is	god’s	gift	to	humanity	really.	Which	is	not	a	very	admirable	trait	but	I	
think	in	his	school	situation	he	needed	some	of	that.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Right	right.	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	was	talking	to	the	principal	just	the	last	day	of	school	I	went	over	
and	they	had	their	little	closing	program.	It	was	a	very	wonderful	person	I	think,	and	
I	think	it	was	a	pleasant	experience	for	him.	His	daddy	enrolls	him	in	Karate	because	
he	saw	him	being	kicked	one	day,	he	was	getting	picked	up	and	he	didn’t	like	it.	We	
taught	him	not	to	fight	back	these	people	don’t	know	any	better.	So	Vasco	said	
enough	of	that.	At	some	point	we	found	that	we	were	making	a	little	sissy	out	of	him	
and	everybody	in	the	neighborhood	was	chasing	him.	He	mustn’t	fight	back	you	
know.	So	we	had	to	put	back	some	of	this	aggression	into	him.	But	despite	these	
incidents	he	would	do	anything	to	keep	his	perfect	attendance	record	even	if	he	was	
sick.	Which	indicates	to	me	that	he	natural	tendency	of	a	little	boy	being	to	stay	out	
of	school	despite	that	he	wanted	to	go	to	school,	he	enjoyed	going	to	school,	I	think	
the	experience	was	not	completely…and	I	think	it	is	pretty	well	summed	up	in	the	
way	those	children	were	accepted	in	bringing	one	of	his	classmates	home	the	first	
time	the	little	boy	came	home	as	he	got,	and	we	left,	we	just	moved	into	the	
neighborhood	of	the	school	now	but	we	were	completely	out	of	district	for	5	½	
years	in	ac	solid	black	community.	And	his	little	class	mate	she	would	say	Schmitty	
there	are	niggers	on	your	street.	Which	said	a	lot	to	me.	Schmitty	is	a	different	name	
you	know	that	is	my	class	mate.	And	you	know	which	indicated	that	he	had	sort	of	
blended	in	with	the	structure	there.	At	one	time	I	thought	he	was	a	pretty	good	
student.	He	hasn’t	done	too	well	lately	but	he	was	a	sort	of	natural	leader	(muffled)	
he	has	just	sort	of	been	raised	in	this	atmosphere.		

Bill	Thomas‐	I	would	like	to	ask	you	one	thing	about	the	march.	Was	there	in	the	
organizing	the	planning,	I	guess	I	don’t	know	what	they	are	trying	to	(muffled)	for	
the	explanation	on	the	march	(muffled)	but	was	there	an	effort	at	that	point	to	
impress	on	everybody	the	desirability	of	a	nonviolent	march.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Well	I	will	put	it	this	way	you	can	see	a	definite	difference	in	the	1st	
and	the	2nd	march.	And	to	get	that	type	of	thing	you	have	to	have	planning	and	
training	and	it	just	didn’t	happen	in	the	first	march.	I	take	as	much	responsibility	I	
am	not	sitting	here	criticizing	I	am	just	being	honest	because	I	was	a	part	of	it	but	it	
just	did	not	happen	and	I	think	we	anticipated	it.	

Bill	Thomas‐	That	is	what	I..	

Joan	Beifuss‐	That	is	what	I	didn’t	understand	about	it.	Because	it	was	obvious	that	it	
was	so	uncontrolled.	

Bill	Thomas‐	One	thing	is	puzzled	me	really	all	along	is	the	youth	seem	in	many	
places	to	be	involved	in	a	creative	way	and	I	think	of	the	(muffled)	of	freedom	down	
at	city	hall.	Let’s	see	that	was	reverend…I	actually	can’t	think	of	who	that	was	but	
the	marches,	and	it	seemed	like	that	they	had	been	to	a	certain	extent	involved	



throughout	the	thing	and	then	I	know	right	after	that	there	was	I	don’t	know	the	
story	that	they	had	felt	rejected	or	something	like	this.	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	don’t	think	there	was	as	much,	you	see	the	youth	group	started	
around	our	core	NAACP	youth	council.	These	are	youngsters	that	I	have	worked	
with	and	I	know	and	I	think	we	have	a	mutual	respect	for	each	other.	At	the	
president	of	the	NAACP	of	the	council	was	named	the	chairman	of	the	youth	group.	
But	as	time	went	on	I	did	not	work	with	the	youth	in	this.	There	was	a	person	who	
was	over	the	youth.		

Bill	Thomas‐	Who	is	that?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Reverend	Middlebrooke,	reverend	Harold	Middlebrooke.	

Bill	Thomas‐	I	was	trying	to	think	of	reverend	MIddlebrooke,	he	did	the	varial	of	
freedom,	with	the	casket.	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	certainly	don’t	want	to	be	critical	and	I	don’t	intend	to	be	but	I	am	
just	stating	things	as	I	saw	them.	Youth	need	constant	supervision.	And	I	think	there	
was	a	laxness	of,	and	I	hadn’t	really	noticed	this	until	really	the	adult	march	had	
started	we	would	go	down	about	2	or	3:00	and	we	would	be	met,	there	was	a	youth	
march	that	had	started	and	then	a	lot	of	youth	that	I	didn’t	know,	and	I	am	not	trying	
to	say	I	had	the	goodie	good	ones	because	I	had	youth	you	know	but,	people	
different	controls	and	what	not.	Somebody	came	to,	I	was	in	my	office	working	and	
they	were	just	going	down	sort	of	helter	skelter	you	could	hear	quite	a	bit	of	bad	
language,	which	completely	appalled	me.	And	indicated	to	me	that	the	supervision	
needed	to	be	tightened	up.	So	I	mentioned	this	to	someone	in	charge	and	I	think	
there	was	an	effort	to.	But	I	guess	when	you	stay	in	a	movement	that	has	a	lot	of	
loose	ends	and	I	never	liked	to,	this	is	a	sort	of	touchy	subject.	But	because	of	natural	
rivalry	between	people	in	organizations	and	what	not	I	didn’t	want	to	appear	to	be	a	
know	it	all	on	every	problem.	I	never	want	to	give	indication	that	NAACP	was	trying	
to	run	the	show,	that	type	thing.	

Bill	Thomas‐	It	seemed	like	most	of	the	organizations	kind	of	delegated	there,	well	I	
am	sure	they	worked	as	organizations	and	sort	of	delegated	their	spear	to	the	total	
movement.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yeah.	The	primary	ministerial	groups,	you	see	there	has	not	been	
another	organized	civil	rights	organization	in	Memphis.	But	it	was	a	sort	of	umbrella	
organization	meeting	under	political,	civic.	So	anybody	that	really	had	a	common	
interest.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Well	it	was	extremely	effective.	

Maxine	Smith‐	IU	think	it	was	quite	effective.	

Bill	Thomas‐	(Muffled).	



Maxine	Smith‐	I	think	perhaps	it	will.	I	think	it	(muffled)	organization.	Trying	to	get	
a	purpose	and	structure	together.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Well	we	kept	you	awfully	late.	

Maxine	Smith‐	What	time	is	it.	

Bill	Thomas‐	It	is	5:30.	So	we	have	taken	up	your	entire	afternoon.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Well	I	enjoyed	it	I	had	no	idea	it	was	this	late.	

Bill	Thomas‐	But	it	has	been	very	good.	The	only	other	thing	I	would	sort	of	like	to	
ask	and	maybe	there	isn’t	time	to	go	into	it.	But	maybe	you	could	help	us	
somewhere	along	the	way	or	maybe	go	again	the	other	way	I	understand	the	maybe.	
Perhaps	you	don’t	know	anything.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	are	you	saying?	

Bill	Thomas‐	On	the	Payne	boy,	the	death	of	the	Payne	boy.	Did	the	NAACP	make	any	
sort	of	investigation?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	well	the	mother	came	to	us	and	filed	a	complaint	and	witnesses	a	
number	of	people	talked	to	us	and	filed	complaints	and	statements	completely	
contrary	to	the	police	reports.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Was	this	soon	after	the	killing?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes,	well	it	was	sometime	before	the	mother	came	it	was	after	the	
funeral.	And	I	immediately,	you	know	a	suit	is	being	prepared	on	her	behalf.		

Bill	Thomas‐	That	is	what	I	understand.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Which	law	firm,	the	Sugarmon	law	firm	in	town	that	law	firm,	these	
are	our	lawyers	that	we	use,	but	we	filed	her	complaint	with	the	justice	department	
and		asked	for	a	grand	jury	(muffled)	and	of	course	the	grand	jury	failed	to	indict	as	
we	expected.		

Bill	Thomas‐	I	understand	the	grand	jury	didn’t	call	some	of	the	eye	witnesses?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Well	she	called	and	she	was	quite	upset	the	mother	called	and	talked	
to	me	she	was	quite	a	sad	case	as	you	can	well	imagine.	When	the	grand	jury	refused	
to	indict	she	felt	that	it	was	hopeless.	But	it	may	be	but	I	assured	her	that	this	is	
what	we	expected.	

Bill	Thomas‐	So	Mr.	Sugarmon’s	law	firm	is	going	to	go	ahead	as	far	as	you	know	
then	and	pursue	this	case.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	go	to	Clayborne	Temple	where	they	had	the	Payne	boys	
funeral.	



Bill	Thomas‐	Did	you	go	to	that	funeral?	

Maxine	Smith‐	No	I	went	to	the,	I	am	not	a	funeral	goer.	I	went	to	the	church	for	the	
funeral	and	looked	at	the	body	and	what	not	but	I	did	not	go	to	the	funeral.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	was	that	like	were	there	a	lot	of	people?	

Maxine	Smith‐	There	was	just	a	lot	of	people	just	viewing	the	body.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Was	it	a	silent,	were	people	making	talks?	

Maxine	Smith‐	No.	this	was	saddened	type	thing,	very	emotion	packed,	boy	was	so	
innocent.	I	didn’t	know	the	boy	but	a	16	year	old	boy.	It	just	seems	some	thing	other	
than	killing	could	have	been	the	answer,	no	matter	what	he	was	doing,	I	don’t	know	
what	he	was	doing.	(muffled)	to	what	he	was	doing	but	I	am	sure	there	must	be	
another	way.	I	remarked	that	(muffled)	was	captured	in	a	country	where	policemen	
don’t	carry	guns.	It	is	very	seldom	that	you	hear	of	FBI	brutality	and	I	think	they	are	
responsible	for	apprehending	the	most	hardened	criminals.			So	I	just	think	that	so	
much	if	this	is	excessive.	If	a	police	can’t	arrest	a	victim	without	that	then	there	is	
something	wrong	with	the	policemen.	Perhaps	the	victim	too	but	definitely	the	
policemen.		

Bill	Thomas‐	Well	ok	do	you	Joan	you	have	anything.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	am	almost	exhausted.	No	I	can’t	think	of	anything.	I	would	like	more	
of	the	details	of	the	Payne	funeral.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Well	I	didn’t	attend	I	went	to	the	church	prior	to,	I	sent	flowers	from	
the	NAACP.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	help	arrange	the	wake,	or	the	funeral	or?	Is	that	a	COME	
project?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Really	the	family	did	that.		

Bill	Thomas‐	(Muffled).	

Maxine	Smith‐	A.J.	Ford.	

Bill	Thomas‐	What?	

Maxine	Smith‐	N.J.	Ford.	But	it	was	a	family	thing	really.	I	represented	COME	at	the	
funeral	of	Mrs.	Bailey	(muffled).	

Joan	Beifuss‐	You	represented	COME?	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yes	they	sent	two	of	us.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	they	Kennedy	last	week	bring	back	the	whole	Dr.	King	thing.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Well	it	definitely	did.	



Bill	Thomas‐	It	did	for	us	I	know	that.	

Maxine	Smith‐	Yeah,	again	a		false	hope.	And	I	just,	after	the	shooting	somebody	
awakened	us	that	morning	just	after	it	was	announced	and	I	this	was	early	
Wednesday	morning	it	happened.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Yes	a	little	after	midnight.	

Maxine	Smith‐	I	new	enough	about	he	medical	reports	to	have	no	reason	to	believe	
he	survived.	I	couldn’t	look	at	television,	I	just	didn’t	want	to	hear	it	I	just	avoided	it.	
And	Thursday	morning	he	passed,	Thursday	morning	he	passed	Schmitty	came	in	
and	said	mommy	they	said	the	late	senator	Kennedy.	I	said	oh	no,	they	said	late	
president	Kennedy.	I	think	I	had	a	block	not	to	accept	it.,	I	went	to	eh	beauty	shop	it	
seems	like	I	am	always	at	the	beauty	shop	I	look	so	bad	all	the	time.	That	morning	
and	the	television	was	on	and	I	very	shyly	asked	what	is	the	status….(Tape	End)	


