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In a hectic, nearly seven-
hour-long session, the City
Council approved yesterday
the long-delayed and highly
controversial rezoning of the
Ridgeway Country Club prop-
erty at the northeast corner of
Poplar and Interstate 240.

The 9-to-3 approval gave

Cook Industries, Inc. the go-a-
head to jointly develop a mul-
timillion-dollar office park
which has been on the drawing
boards since 1967.

The council approved an
amended version of the origi-
nal zoning request which the
council first heard in October,
1970, and tossed back to the
planning commission for fur-
ther study and development of
a new planned unit develop-
ment ordinance.

The approved plan reduces
the amount of office and com-
mercial zoning and includes a
redesigning of the interchange
at Poplar and Sweetbrier.

“If the state and federal
governments won’t pay for the

Boyle Investment Co. and|‘

interchange redesign, then the
developers will,” said Walter

P. Armstro develop-
ers’ attomeW

Residents of the area have
vehemently opposed the rezon-
ing because they fear it will
increase traffic, lower proper-
ty values and destroy the
character” of the neighbor-
hood.

Nearly 100 residents of River
Oaks, Brierwood and other in-
dividual property owners af-
fected by the proposal re-
mained to hear the council’s
decision. Another hundred left
as the meeting dragged on into
the dinner hour.

After the vote came, the dis-
appointed homeowners drifted
into the hallway. One said,
“I’m selling my house tomor-
row.” Another said, “Can’t we
take this to court?”’ And a law-
yer in the group shook his
head and said, “I'm afraid
we’ve come to the end of the
road.”

The councilmen voted the
same way for approval as they
did on the amendment to the
riginal ordinance.

Voting against were Mrs.

wen Awsumb, Edwin E.

cBrayer and Philip Perel.
Voting for were Fred Davis,
Lewis R. Donelson III, Billy
Hyman, Bob James, W. T.
McAdams, J. O. Patterson Jr.,
Downing Pryor, Thomas Todd
and chairman Wyeth Chan-
dler. 3

Councilmen .Terred Blan-
chard and James Netters were
absent. <)

James F. ‘Txm Schaeffer,
president of the River Oaks
Association, said members of
his group will meet at 8 p.m.
Thursday at the Rldgeway
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Country Club to discuss the
council’s decision.

“Meeting with us will be
members of the Brierwood As-
sociation and any other indi-
vidual property owners be-
tween Poplar, Walnut Grove
1-240 and Shady Grove Road
who want to attend,” he said.

In other action, the council
also voiced doubts about
switching funds from two large
Whitehaven street improve-
ment projects for construction
of an airport connector route.

Improvement of Shelby
Drive and Horn Lake Road in
Whitehaven were the largest
of the projects to be delayed.
City officials said funds for the
connector route must be found
within the capital improve-
ments program already ap-
proved by the council.

““Joe Citizen’s thought is that
whenever you need something
for the convention center or
the IRS (Internal Revenue
Service center), you find the
money. When you propose a
street by my house, you don’t
have the money,” said Coun-
cilman Ed McBrayer.

Councilman Billy Hyman
said a uniform city disability
payment policy will be pre-
sented in a few weeks. He said
the subject has been under
study for nearly three years.

Payments proposed yester-
day would go to 13 employes
injured in the past 20 years
while working for the sanita-
tion department. The workers
havg been drawing payments
from the city, but Mr. Hyman
said the new policy would
make all payments one-half
the person’s previous salary. A
maximum of $20, 000would be
paid.



