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COURSE INFORMATION 
GERMAN 202 (INTERMEDIATE GERMAN) 

Spring 2000 
   
Instructor: Sabine Schmidt  
Office: 515-C Rhodes Tower  
Phone: 3763 
Office Hours: MWF 10-11:30 and by appointment  
E-mail: schmidt@rhodes.edu  
Website: http://schmidt.forlang.rhodes.edu/home.html 
   
 
Course Texts  
Required:   German 202 Reader  
Recommended: Zorach, English Grammar for Students of German   

DiDonato et al., Deutsch, na klar! (Keep your textbook for grammar 
and vocabulary reviews)  

  
                                                
Course Outline  
The amount of independent, individual work in German 202 requires a considerable degree 
of self-discipline from students. You will apply what you have learned in the past, but you will 
also build up your vocabulary, learn to write more complex sentences and texts, and 
practice expressing your ideas creatively. You will translate literary texts, analyze short 
stories and poems, keep a journal, contribute to an online discussion group, and discuss 
various authentic materials pertaining to German culture and society.  
 
The reading and discussion of literature are accompanied by grammar reviews. Systematic 
exercises reinforce grammatical concepts and help you practice. Unannounced quizzes test 
familiarity with the new vocabulary and the assigned readings. Students keep personal 
journal, allowing them to write without topical restraints. You have to turn in the journal about 
once every two weeks. The discussion group has no thematic restrictions, but it is especially 
useful for more detailed discussions of class topics and issues related to the service/ 
learning experience.  
 
An optional service/learning component is part of German 202. Its idea is to create a 
meaningful link between the classroom and the “real world” by allowing students to apply 
their skills in ways that benefit the Memphis community. This requires some volunteer work 
outside of class and off campus. A student service/learning fellow will assist in organizing 
the activities. Expect a time commitment of 15 to 20 hours over the course of the semester. 
Some conversation classes may be cancelled in order to give you more time for your 
service/learning work. You may choose not to participate in the initiative and spend the 
allotted time on a research project instead. Please feel free to bring up questions and points 
for discussion regarding service/learning. 
 
The weekly conversation classes are an integral part of the course; they are designed to 
reinforce the listening and speaking components with the help of videos, broadcasts taped 
from German TV, CDs, tapes, and Internet sources.  
 
The language of instruction is German (except for grammar reviews and brief explanations).  
Grading  
Most students are aware that learning a foreign language is cumulative and requires 
constant practice. It is essential that you come to class, are prepared, participate, and keep 



up. With one quarter of your grade depending on active class participation, any absence 
from class, including the conversation sections and service/learning appointments, will bring 
your final grade down.  
 
Completion of the homework assignments, contributions to the discussion list, regular 
entries in your journal, and possible research projects make up 25% of your final grade. If 
you select the service/learning option, some of the written work has to reflect this 
experience. In your journals, I will not so much grade grammatical accuracy or brilliance of 
thought; the journals provide an additional way for me to follow your progress individually, 
and I will grade more on how much effort you put into your writing.  
 
Expect about one unannounced quiz per week. Quizzes may cover vocabulary, grammar, or 
a text—anything we are discussing that week. Your quiz average (minus your lowest quiz 
grade) will be 20% of your final grade. Two hourly tests and the final constitute the 
remaining 30%. There is no midterm. The tests cover grammar and listening comprehension 
as well as reading comprehension, writing, and translating.  
 
Grading the service/learning work is difficult, because there are no set rules to determine the 
quality of a student’s involvement. If you decide to participate in the project, I will not check 
how many hours you actually spend working on it but trust that you will provide me with 
accurate information. Grading will be based on how involved you are and how you reflect on 
your work.  
 
30% -- Two hourly tests and final  
20% -- Quizzes  
25% -- Active class participation 
25% -- Written assignments: homework, journal, discussion list, research projects 
 
 
Remarks 
Some assignments will be put on my homepage. The page also contains copies of all my 
course syllabi, tips for practicing German, information on study abroad, and many links to 
sites related to German language, culture, and everyday life. Check it frequently for updates.  
 
Access to the discussion group is limited to students enrolled in German 202 and myself. To 
send a message to the entire list, address your e-mail to 342021@rhodes.edu .  
 
 
Vorläufiger Semesterplan* 
 
Mi, 12. Januar: Das Semester beginnt. Informationen zu Deutsch 202.  

“Die Sterntaler”. Kaufen Sie ein Tagebuch.  
Fr, 14. Januar:  "Die Sterntaler". Bringen Sie Ihr Tagebuch mit.  
Mo, 17. Januar: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.-Tag.  
Mi, 19. Januar: "Die Sterntaler".  
Fr, 21. Januar:  "Rapunzel".  
Mo, 24. Januar: "Rapunzel".  
Mi, 26. Januar: "Rapunzel".  
Fr, 28. Januar:  "Rapunzel".  
Mo, 31. Januar: "Rapunzel". Bringen Sie Ihr Tagebuch mit. 
Mi, 2. Februar:  "Der Erlkönig".  
Fr, 4. Februar:  "Der Erlkönig".  
Mo, 7. Februar: "Till Eulenspiegel", Einführung.  
Mi, 9. Februar:  Erster Eulenspiegel-Schwank.  



Fr, 11. Februar: Zweiter Eulenspiegel-Schwank.  
Mo, 14. Februar: "Schwierige Auskunft". Bringen Sie Ihr Tagebuch mit. 
Mi, 16. Februar: "Schwierige Auskunft".  
Fr, 18. Februar: "Schwierige Auskunft". Wiederholung und Vorbereitung auf den 

ersten Test.  
Mo, 21. Februar:  Erster Test.  
Mi, 23. Februar:  Test zurückgeben und besprechen. “Die unwürdige Greisin”.  
Fr, 25. Februar:  "Die unwürdige Greisin".  
Mo, 28. Februar: "Die unwürdige Greisin". Bringen Sie Ihr Tagebuch mit. 
Mi, 1. März:   "Die unwürdige Greisin".  
Fr, 3. März:   "Die unwürdige Greisin".  
Mo, 6. März:   Frühlingsferien.  
Mi, 8. März:   Frühlingsferien.  
Fr, 10. März:  Frühlingsferien.  
Mo, 13. März:  "Die unwürdige Greisin". Bringen Sie Ihr Tagebuch mit. 
Mi, 15. März:  "Die unwürdige Greisin".  
Fr, 17. März:  "Vater hat geholfen".  
Mo, 20. März:  "Der Schmöker".  
Mi, 22. März:  "Die gute Gelegenheit".  
Fr, 24. März:  "Der Milchmann".  
Mo, 27. März:  "Der Milchmann". Bringen Sie Ihr Tagebuch mit. 
Mi,  29. März:   Wiederholung und Vorbereitung auf den zweiten Test. 
Fr, 31. März:   Zweiter Test.  
Mo, 3. April:   Test zurückgeben und besprechen. Material von Robert Gernhardt. 
Mi, 5. April:  “Leichenrede”. 
Fr, 7. April:  “Leichenrede”. Bringen Sie Ihr Tagebuch mit. 
Mo, 10. April:  "Lebenslauf". 
Mi, 12. April:  “Lebenslauf”. 
Fr, 14. April:  Kein Unterricht.  
Mo, 17. April:  "Lebenslauf".  
Mi, 19. April:   "Was hat dich bloß so ruiniert?", Text und Musik. 
Fr, 21. April:  Osterferien. 
Mo, 24. April:  “Lieblingslied”, Text und Musik. Bringen Sie Ihr Tagebuch mit zur  

Klasse. 
Mi, 26. April:  "Was nehm’ ich mit (wenn es Krieg gibt)?", Text und Musik. Eventuell  

Präsentationen.  
Fr, 28. April:  Eventuell Präsentationen. Wiederholung.  
Di, 2. Mai:   Abschlußklausur, 8.30-11 Uhr. 
 
*Diese Daten können sich noch ändern. 


