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Rhodes College 
Family in Social Context 
Anth/Soc 209 
MWF  12:40-1:40 
Spring 2000 
 
 
Instructor:  Eva Brown 
 
 
Office Hours:  MWF  11:30-12:30 
Phone:         843-3930 (main office, Anth/Soc/Ms. Benton) 
               678-2792 (personal office, U of M) 
               678-2611 (Sociology main office, U of M) 
 
 
Required text:  Diversity in Families, 5th ed. 
                 Maxine Baca Zinn & D. Stanley Eitzen 
 
                  
 
 
 
 
I. Course Description: 
 
This major institution is considered from sociological, 
anthropological, and historical perspectives.  With emphasis on 
diversity and change, the course will examine issues of family 
organization, sexuality, marriage, and child rearing.   
 
Ultimately, the focus is on using critical thinking in the  
analysis of the family in its various forms across American 
society and around the world.  This includes looking at family 
in the context of social forces in U.S. society and globally. 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



II. Course Objectives: 
 
1. Recognizing and understanding the dynamic nature of 

marriages, families, and intimate relationships 
2. Recognizing, confronting, and dispelling prominent myths, 

stereotypes, and misconceptions about marriages, families, 
and intimate relationships 

3. Examining the social construction of family 
4. Discussing the historical and contemporary context of the 

American family 
5. Learning the current patterns of family formation and 

dissolution 
6. Exploring the future of the American family 
7. Comparing and contrasting traditional and nontraditional, or 

alternative, family forms and structures 
8. Looking at the idealized white, middle-class family and 

present conceptualizations of family and how both have been 
socially constructed 

9. Seeing the interactive relationships of race, class, and 
gender 

10. Analysis of diverse family forms, including the effects of 
race-ethnicity, gender, social class, and sexual orientation 
on family diversity and how family diversity affects 
individual identities 

11. In effect, examining the flexibility and fluidity of the 
family 

12. Examining how marriages and families around the world are 
increasingly affected by global events  

13. Learning the basic concepts and ideas in the areas of 
marriages, families, and intimate relationships 

14. Presentation of factual data on two levels: 
    a) abstract principles  
    b) empirically supported findings 
15. Comparing and contrasting social science research findings 

with the assumptions underlying public debate and 
controversies about the family  

16. Exploring the theoretical foundations of this field of 
sociology and how theory applies to historical and 
contemporary family forms 

17. Looking at the significance of group life in social 
organization of cultures and the dynamics of family that 
make it such a unique social group 

 
 
 
 



18. Putting family in the context of the social structure in 
order to analyze how family is influenced by the social 
structure and how the social structure is influenced by 
family.  In particular, we will show how the institution of 
family is related to other social institutions in society 
and how those institutions affect the intimate center of 
family life. 

19. Learning to discern the relationships between families and 
society and among individuals within the family 

20. Examining the relevance of family in modern society 
21. Discovering how family membership affects individual life 

chances and life choices 
22. Acquiring the ability to relate personal and familial 

values, ideas, and behaviors to differing lifestyles and 
individual circumstances in your own groups or culture and 
in relation to other groups or cultures 

23. Looking at the vital role family plays in the contemporary 
socialization process 

24. Distinguishing between personal troubles and private issues 
of family life 

 
 
 
III.  Attendance: 
 
Attendance is a vital factor in class discussion and provides a 
fundamental means of integrating, synthesizing, and organizing 
the material presented in text, lecture, and through other 
sources.  Information missed may have direct consequences on 
performance in the class.  It is your responsibility to obtain 
any information missed as the result of an absence.  It is 
impossible to give you a personal lecture on material missed.  
Find a colleague who can help you in this area. 
 
 
IV. Examinations: 
 
There are three(3) exams including the final exam.  Each exam is 
graded on a 100 point scale and covers approximately four 
chapters plus articles you will be assigned to read. 
 
Material on exams includes information from lecture, class 
discussion, text, handouts, and any other sources brought to the 
class.  Format for the exams is essay, short answer, and 
identification of concepts and theory. 
 
ALL MAKE-UP EXAMS WILL BE GIVEN ON THE LAST DAY OF CLASSES!!! 



V. Assignments: 
 
You are responsible for critical analysis of articles provided 
in class or on reserve in the library.  From the article you are 
assigned you should provide the following information: 
 
-description of the issue, concern, or problem (existing  
   knowledge) 
-analysis of the particular issue, concern, or problem 
-synthesis of the existing research 
-evaluation of findings 
 
This information will be presented in class and integrated with 
information previously presented in the course (through lecture 
or text). 
 
 
 
 
Each of you is required to write a research paper in the format 
of a family biography.  This paper will require personal 
research on your part.  In effect, you will be conducting your 
own research project including questionnaire, interviews, and 
analysis of data.  I will provide a handout concerning the 
specifics of this paper.   
 
This paper is graded on a 100 point scale, just as the exams are 
graded. 
 
 
 
VI.  Grading Scale:              90 – 100     A 
                                 80 -  89     B 
                                 70 -  79     C 
                                 60 -  69     D 
                           Below 60           F 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



VI. Calendar for the Course: 
 
Jan. 17   Observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. – NO CLASS! 
 
Feb. 14   Exam #1 – Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4 in Baca Zinn & Eitzen 
 
Mar.  6 
Mar.  8   Spring Break – NO CLASS! 
Mar. 10 
 
Mar. 27   Exam #2 – Chapters 5, 6, 7, 8 in text 
 
Apr. 17   Research paper due; you will be dropped a letter grade  

for every day that it is late... beginning at 12:40 
today 

             
Apr. 21   Easter Break – NO CLASS! 
 
May   5   Final Exam (1:00-3:30) Chapters 9, 10, 11, 12 in text 
 
 
 
 
 
Note:  The amount of material covered is subject to change in 

order to meets the needs of the class. 
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