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Bslke~ ,,PI~dQes to Push\ 
,for:Ov'ePtc)rf.lnterstate ~, ~ 
f:;:· i ', '' . '. By WENDELL :P~ITER oij ._ ~j ;; : 

>'" Press·Sdmltar Bureau 1 

WASHINGTON.··-· Sen. Howard Baker, H-Tenn., said , 
,today he will contact Seactary of Transportation llrock 
Adams soon to request quick approv(,ll of plans to c;om- r 

plete Interstate 40 through Overton Park in Memphis. ·, ~·.: 
..; t~.A Bak~r, the Senate minority · le~qer, ;~~id he will stres~ · 
to A,dam·s 'lwith ·all th~ urgency J .'ciuf command'' th~~ - the·. 
proposed expressway through the park .be finished; .. : ·: \1; -' 
.. . Baker said he was encouraged that Adams, a former 

congressman from Washington state, earlier this week 
announced · support for construction of an inters tat~ in · 
northern Virgi~a that, like the propased expressway link · 
in )vlemphii, . has . ;P,eeq qalted f~y;;Jlppo&itiQn -. J r9llh: 
e. n. viro rim en taiist Q lii;;~j~~~~(*i·.'~ii~Jt~~~.'i~~:;,t~l~~"\fi£~·~ei~~;{·t~~~i~k~ij(i.: 
~~~~~~"al{e~ ~sai~ .. h¢':beli'e~~~~~Naa:ni1t~~~~~t~~r~~4"fli~vi;: 
giriia highway cpm.pletion is an indication that he will be1

· 

sympathetic to !.requests from Memphis -and T~nne&see. j 
officials, whQ have tried for more than 20 ·years to com~·~: 
ph~te I-40 through Ove1ton Park. , , · ' ' 

Three _previous transportation secretaries have failed .l 
:o decide the i!)sue~ of design anCI ro1:1te on the ~~0 · unk,·,~~ 
Je~pit~. ~r~in~ by s~at~ and city . ~ffjcials': ~t \ . , i. ·: .. ·<~~::ttl ;,,;.,;~ 
·: ·; Env1ronmentahsts· have · .oppos~d all. routes .. thr<?ugh,;l 
he ·park, claiming the park route to be tllegal under the ; 
~nviormnental Protection Act. Govenunent officials, '1 

wwever, claim the park route to be the only reasonable 
\nk for the interstate and have proposed designs to mini- l 
nizeenvironmental damage. ·' .. ,,,'~ . ··.' . ,+· ·,· ·/ / 
··> .. A decillion to build through t4e park' would be met QY J 

a ~syi~~! · ~py~ronmentalis~~ hav~.,v,?.Yfe.d,:· ~P~.t ~.·.w .•. ould · 1ea~ye ' '. 
1lt1matc ruhngs up to the courts;:/-. ···t··, , ,:· \'< .. ,,, •. ~ • p1 
~ ~; ·,~ > .·:· . -~: ·: " ' ' . ·>:. ,.-~ ·, :·~ !:. ? . .;-. ' ' /: ·. ~ 
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