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‘Bcaker Pledges to Push’

lFor‘lOverton Interstate {
[ By WENDELLPOTTER <2/, G

¥y Press-Scimitar Bureau
WASHINGTON. - Sen. Howard Baker, R-Tenn., said
today he will contact Secretary of Transportation Bruck
Adams soon to request quick approval of plans to com-
plete Interstate 40 through Overton Park in Memphis. W |
'/, Baker, the Senate minority leader, said he will stress |
to Adams “with all the urgency I can'command” that the' |
proposed expressway through the park be finished. -
. Baker said he was encouraged that Adams, a former J
congressman from Washington state, earlier this week ||
announced support for construction of an interstate in ||
northern Virginia that, like the proposed expressway link
in_Memphis, has been halted: by, ppposition . from
eny'ronmemahstsu R s Shaarsidsian|
b akersaid he:bel ves ‘Adams’ statement on the Vir-
ginia highway cpmpletxon is an indication that he will be’ | "
sympathetic to ‘requests from Memphis and Tennessee j
officials, who have tried for more than 20 years to com-="
plete 1-40 through Overton Park.
. Three preyious transportation secretarxes have failed |
‘0 decide the issues of design and route on the 140 lmk'-
iespxte urging by state and city officials. " L4 i
. Environmentalists' have opposed all routes through §
he park, claiming the park route to be illegal under the
Inviornmental Protection Act. Government officials,
wwever, claim the park route to be the only reasonable
mk for the interstate and have proposed designs to mini-
mze environmental damage.
. A decision to build through the park would be met by ‘
awsuxts ‘énvironmentalists have vowed that would lea!ie/

iltimate ruhngs up to the courts. | it / i
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