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Around the World...
Compiled from CNN

The nation’s latest disease
scare, the West Nile virus, has
claimed 98 lives this year, these from
2,072 people diagnosed thus far. Per-
centages of those infected who are
actually affected are low, except in
cases of weakened immune systeins.

A military rebellion in the
Ivory Coast has given need to de-
ploy troops to protect U.S. citizens
in the country. Around 200 students
and staffers at an American school
are expected to be evacuated to safer
towns in the Ivory Coast. U.S. offi-
cials are on alert and expect success
in the mission.

According to a British secu-
rity report, Iraq can begin to destroy
the world in less than an hour. Prime
Minister Tony Blair alerts that Iraqi
weapons are far from shut down.
Blair asserts a series of lies and
cover-ups made by Saddam

~ Hussein about the program, but

Blair is concerned merely with
disarmament, not with a regime
change as is President Bush.

The U.S. abstained in an oth-
erwise unanimous approval of a
U.N. Security Council resolution
condemning and requesting an end
to the Israeli house arrest of Yasser
Arafat. U.S. ambassadors noted
that the resolution only noted the
Palestinian aspect of the tragedy
and failed to mention, much less
condemn, terrorist groups against
Israel.

Colombian drug wars have
led to a U.S. Justice Department
indictment. A rightist pseudo-mili-
tary group at war with rival leftist
drug lords was convicted of drug
trafficking charges, and its lead-
ers are expected to be extradited
soon. Seventeen tons of cocaine
were funneled from the right-wing
“terrorist group” to the U.S. and
Europe within five years.

profile: Phil Bredesen 5=*

By Grace Williams
Staff Writer

As Election Day draws
near, Democratic gubernato-
rial candidate Phil Bredesen
feels positive about his po-
sition in the polls. Recent
statistics show Bredesen
feading his Republican op-
ponent Van Hilleary.
Bredesen vows to continue
running a positive campaign
geared towards affecting
much-needed changes in
Tennessee’s state govern-
ment.

To the Bredesen cam-
paign, this election is “about
change” in the state govern-
ment.

Throughout the cam-
paign he has emphasized
bringing strong leadership to
the office of governor and
better management to the
state government. He is
committed to making educa-
tion his number one priority,
as well as creating new jobs
to improve the Tennessee

economy.

Establishing a success-
ful business of his own and
serving as mayor of Nash-
ville for eight years has left
Phil Bredesen equipped with
the experience he needs to
manage the state govern-
ment. “I am running for gov-
ernor because our state is in
desperate need of strong
leadership. My background
as a businessman and suc-
cessful mayor can help get
Tennessee moving again,”
said Bredesen.

While Bredesen was
serving as mayor from 1991-
1999, Nashville saw numer-
ous improvements. Bredesen
was able to recruit two hun-
dred new police officers, re-
sulting in a drastic decrease
in the crime rate.

The candidate also suc-
ceeded in attracting a record
number of new businesses
and companies to the state’s
capital.

Bredesen’s proudest ac-
complishments as mayor,

RAB brings new ideas

By Daniel Head
Staff Writer

Last Friday the Rhodes
Activities Board embarked on
their annual three-day retreat to
a small camp in Pleasantville,
TN. Although the small cabin
sometimes made the program-
ming board delirious and hys-
terical, RAB came out of the

woods with a great feeling of ac-
complishment after an ex-
tremely efficient weekend.
RAB’s new president,
Kim Kirkpatrick, said she was
“really excited about the events
that this year’s board has
planned. We have a great board
this year and each member
brings a new and unique per-
spective!” The purpose of the
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however, were in the field of
education, which has also be-
come a concentration in his
campaign for governor.
Bredesen’s proposed
education initiatives for the
state include paying teachers
more to increase teacher re-
tention and setting high stan-
dards and accountability to
ensure that all students are

working to their abilities.
Bredesen has set a goal of
making sure that every student
is reading at his grade level by
the timehe finishes third grade.

into school year

retreat was not only to brain-
storm and set tentative event
dates for the rest of the year, but
also to orient new members, dis-
cuss board goals, and come up
with a new internal structure to
make the board more effective.

Under the new structure,
there will still be three del-
egates from each class, but
representatives will also take

on the role of a chair position
representing different activi-
ties.

The chairs and their assis-
tants, under the guidance of the
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Letter to the editor: even a monster has rights

By Andrew Willey
Contributing Writer

David Westerfield has
been sentenced to death. Is that
not enough? To some, as
championed by Ms. Elizabeth
Porras in the September 18
Sou 'wester, it most certainly is
not. Yes, what he did is heinous,
and certainly there is no way that
Danielle van Dam can ever be
brought back, but even a
convicted criminal such as David
Westerfield should be accorded
his constitutional rights in full
measure.

What David Westerfield
now faces is certainly punishment
enough; he must wait through
appeal after appeal, every day
alone, faced only with the grim
specter of death. For good
reason, the American judicial
system is notoriously slow
involving death penalties. From
death there is no appeal. Our

nation’s constitution itself states
that “no person shall be [...]
deprived of life, liberty, or
property without due process
of law” (Fifth Amendment).
As nice as it would be to think
the judicial system infallible, it
most noticeably is not. This has
been shown most recently in
Illinois, with the exoneration of
Rolando Cruz. In recent years
in that state alone 13 death
penalty inmates have been
exonerated based on new
evidence, more than enough to
justify Governor Ryan’s
moratorium on the death
penalty in that state.

Ms. Porras suggests
that Westerfield should be put
into life incarceration so that
he can “know the sick and
degrading things that human
beings can do to each other” as
well as what it is like “to be
assaulted, brutalized, and
sexually abused.” This is at

worst cruel and at best unusual,
both of which are prohibited by
the Eighth Amendment. Prisons
were never meant to be halls of
torture, but were intended to be
a place of rehabilitation so that
an inmate could, following
incarceration, successfully
reenter society. That intent
should remain, and perhaps we
as a people should be ashamed
that the prison system has fallen
so far astray.

Human life is indeed
sacred, and most certainly is not
to be disposed of lightly.
However, there comes a time
when, for the good of society,
a criminal must be put to death.
Ms. Porras argues that by
subjecting David Westerfield to
a life of torment and agony the
state will somehow show him the
value of human life. She seems
to want a way to punish Mr.
Westerfield now, without due
process of law, and most

certainly without regard to his
own human dignity. To truly
show how much society values
life, it must value the life of the
accused as well as the victim.

The judicial system is
slow and deliberate, because
most would prefer a guilty man
going free to the execution of an
innocent man. Yes, David
Westerfield deserves to be
punished for his crime, but
subjecting him to sexual assault
and death makes society no
better than he. The US
Constitution allows for the death
penalty, and as such it may be
put into law by Congress or
state legislatures and enacted
accordingly. David Westerfield
has indeed committed an act of
evil, but we need not stoop to
evil to punish him. Put him to
death humanely, as the jury has
decided, but only after all of his
appeals have been duly
processed.

Letter to the editor: recycling on campus needs help

By Jennifer Riem
Contributing Writer

To the Rhodes com-
munity:

Whose responsibility is
recycling at Rhodes?

Oh wait, I know this
one, you say—those people |
see hauling bins around. I
don’t know who they are.
Campus Green maybe? Hey
look, those paper bins are
overflowing onto the mailroom
floor again. It looks like there
was a paper explosion! Some-
one should really fix that.
There’s some girl I’ve seen in
there cleaning it up——what
about her?

I repeat: whose re-
sponsibility is recycling at
Rhodes?

Yours and mine. Al-
low me to explain.

Recycling was
started on this campus by
concerned and dedicated stu-
dents, and it has been such

students who have run the
program over the years. This
is how it works: volunteers
(students, faculty, and staff)
bring the recycling to several
pickup points across campus.

program alone. Unfortu-
nately, this year, like last year,
the program is not working
like it’s supposed to.

The crux of the prob-
lem is this: the program re-

“So, who does the recycling on this campus?
We do, the dedicated students, faculty, and
staff who have always done it.”

The environmental coordina-
tor, with the help of student
volunteers, loads them onto
a truck and drops them off
behind the Rat.

For most of last year,
Tim Moreland and Emily
Hogue did all of the transport
from the pickup points and
carted many of the bins to the
points by themselves.

But if the program
works like it’s supposed to,
then no one has to carry the

quires student support. It’s al-
ways been difficult to organize,
and so each new environmen-
tal coordinator has to start
over recruiting volunteers.
This is one reason last year’s
recycling was done by a few
people——it was difficult to
find help. Our current coor-
dinator, Dan Calvert, is ex-
periencing the same problem.

So, who does the re-
cycling on this campus?

We do, the dedicated

students, faculty, and staff
who have always done it,
mostly without your aware-
ness or appreciation. And we
need your help. Bins all over
this campus are filling, as
many of you are already
aware. It’s only 15 minutes
of your week. If I can do it,
SO can you.

So, about that mess in
the mailroom? 1 cleaned it
up twice last week and many
more times last year. Hi, my
name is Jennifer, and I'm
that girl who hauls the bins
from Briggs, Hassell, and
Austin. )

Most of you ignore me
in my weekly routine. A few
of you smile or help me with a
door, and for that [ thank you.
You have no idea how rare that
has been.

All I’m asking is a
small effort from all of you, so
that the program can work.

To help, please email Dan
Calvert at recycle@rhodes.edu.

S{)H&’wester staff

Editor-in-Chief
Scott Holmes

Associate Editor
Margie Hall

Executive Assistant
Amy Barnette

SECTION EDITORS
Op/Ed Editor:
A&E/Scene Editor:
News Editor:
Sports Editor:
Rhode’ster Editor:
Forum Editor:

Margie Hall
Emily Ramsey
John Zeanah
Jack Baber
Jamie Groever|
Nicole Templet|

GRAPHICS & DESIGN STAFF

Eayout/Copy Editor:  Frances Rabalais
Photography Editor:  Miriam Dolin
Online Editor: Seott Holmes
Design By: Jonathan Nolen
STAFF WRITERS

Calvert Tooley
Bill Harrison
Tyler Sanders
Andrea Coleman
Sarah Clark
Carolyn Westfall
Jennifer Brooks
Colin Strickland

Ann Young

Chad Jones

Carson Weitnauer

Stu fohnston

Lance Ingwersen
Christian Masters
Georgianna Bowersox
Amanda Moshier

Ted Stonbely Daniel Head
Grace Williams
COLUMNISTS

C.J. O’Neal
Jessica Paz
Elizabeth Porras

Adam Boyd
Ted Stonbely
Chris Ebersol

As the official student newspaper
of Rhodes College, The Sou’wester is pro-
duced entirely by the students on staff. 1t
functions independently of faculty and
adminisration. 1t is published weekly
throughtout the fall and spring semesters,
except during exam periods and breaks.

Staff meetings are open to the Rhodes
community and convene in the second story
of Briggs every Monday at 8 p.m. The
Sou'wester is a member of the Student Pub-
lications Baord, a six-publication consortium
that includes the editors of all tudent publi-
cations, class representatives and at-large rep-
resentatives from the student body.

Al staff editorials published in The
Sou'wester represent the majority opinion
of the Editorial Board composed of section
editors and executive editors. Opinions ex-
pressed in The Rhode ster, opinion columns,
and letters-to-the-editor do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of The Sou 'wester edito-
rial board. Letters-to-the editor are encour-
aged; all letters must be signed and will be
edited for clarity.

REACHING THE SOU'WESTER
Phone: (901) 843-3970

Fax: (901) 842-3409

E-mail: sou westerf@rhodes.edu

Address: Rhodes Box 3010

The Sou’wester

2000 N. Parkway

Memphis, TN 38112

Member, Associated College Press (ACP)Y






















