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Interviewer 1, Charles F. Drake, Lucy Jane Collins, Interviewer 2

[0:00:00]

Interviewer 1:
This is Pat Fawdry with Betty Tilley on April 26, 1979.  We are talking with Mr. Charles Drake, D-R-A-K-E.  What’s your middle initial?

Charles F. Drake:
F.

Interviewer 1:
Charles F. Drake, and Miss Collins, give me your full name.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Lucy Jane.

Interviewer 1:
Lucy Jane Collins, C-O-L-L-I-N-S.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Right.

[Audio Distortion]

Charles F. Drake:
_______ people to ask me they wonder why Evergreen Street is so wide here, and so is Galloway east of Evergreen, if you’ll notice that.  It’s a big, wide street.  Well the reason for that is there used to be a double streetcar track – 

Lucy Jane Collins:
I mean do you want things like that?

Interviewer 1:
Absolutely.  Yeah.

Charles F. Drake:
It used to be a double streetcar track that ran from here to Raleigh, and it used to make a turn at Poplar and it used to go right in front of the house, and then made a right hand turn and went to the park there on Galloway.  So, that’s the reason Evergreen Street and Galloway are as wide as they are.

[0:01:12]
Interviewer 1:
That’s interesting.

Interviewer 2:
We need to be putting this on tape.

Interviewer 1:
I’ve got it going.

Lucy Jane Collins:
But when they paved over, then there was that much more street.

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, that’s the reason for it.  I do remember this, when I was a little boy, that there used to be a fellow come by on a bicycle that would light the lights on Angelus and Avalon up here.  They had gaslights, and he had a torch he would stick up in there and light these lights.  I don’t recall them ever being up and down here, but they were on Angelus and Avalon.  I do know that.  I do remember there was a blacksmith shop down at McLean and Poplar, and there was a watering trough there for horses and mules.

[0:02:09]
Interviewer 1:
Do you remember the man who had –

Charles F. Drake:
No.  I was just a little kid, you know, boy then, but I do remember the blacksmith shop and –

Interviewer 2:
Was that where the Gulf Station or the – 

Charles F. Drake:
Yes, right along there by the – of course they’ve widened it and all down there now, but it was right there, I’d say where the Gulf Station is now.

Lucy Jane Collins:
And of course St. Peter’s Orphanage, that’s always been there, and then of course up where scags, and all that, that used to be –

Charles F. Drake:
A convent.

Lucy Jane Collins:
– a convent.  Was it Good Shepherd?

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, Good Shepherd.  Yeah, that ran from Poplar to Madison.

Interviewer 2:
They moved farther out, didn’t they?

Charles F. Drake:
I think so.

Lucy Jane Collins:
I think they did.

Interviewer 1:
I can’t remember that being there.

[0:03:00]

Lucy Jane Collins:
Are you from Memphis?

Interviewer 2:
No.  Well, I’m from right out of town right across the line, and we always – 

Lucy Jane Collins:
Well that was there when we were growing up.  It was a huge building, and it was very impressive, but that was torn down when they made the shopping center, wasn’t it?

Charles F. Drake:
Yes.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Right.

Interviewer 2:
Well start back and tell us about when your family first lived in the neighborhood.  You said they lived over on Faxon, on the other side of the Parkway.

Charles F. Drake:
Yes, that’s true.  Yeah, in the 1800 block on Faxon.  Of course, we started in at Snowden school, and of course Snowden was a small school at that time.  In fact, we used to line up outside on Monday morning and we even read the Bible every Monday morning – which we don’t have anymore, I understand – and march into school.  I’m trying to think along the lines – I don’t know exactly what you people are wanting, you know?

[0:04:06]
Interviewer 1:
When you were mentioning Snowden school, what was the parkway like during the time that you were just beginning Snowden?

Charles F. Drake:
Well, the parkway, it hadn’t changed much except for one thing; they used to have a big hump in the parkway, and that was to slow the cars down – 

Interviewer 2:
Where was that on the parkway?

Charles F. Drake:
Well, they had one right before you got to Snowden school to slow the cars down while going by the school.  You’d have to go over this hump.  If you didn’t, it –

Lucy Jane Collins:
I think we need to put some of those back in.

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, and that’s the way they had of slowing cars down.  I remember that.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Of course they widened the street on each side –

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, they’ve widened the parkway –

[0:05:00]
Lucy Jane Collins:
– _______ always separate the road.

Charles F. Drake:
– but they’ve always had those beautiful trees up and down the parkway.

Interviewer 2:
That’s still beautiful.

Charles F. Drake:
Yes, it is. [Cut 0:05:10]
Interviewer 2:
______ you lived down on Faxon.  Do you remember how long you lived down there?

Charles F. Drake:
I know I started Snowden school in the first grade, when we lived on Faxon Avenue, and –

Lucy Jane Collins:
And then moved up here around 1923 –

Charles F. Drake:
Somewhere along there we moved here in 1923.  Well, there’s kind of a little story.  I don’t know whether you want to use this or not.  My father built a house right here on Lawrence and Evergreen, here on the northeast corner, and we were to move into that.

[0:06:02]


My father had sold the house on Faxon.  So, we was going to move in on a Monday, and a lady came by down at the cleaners and bought the house from my daddy on a Saturday.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Cash money is_______.

Charles F. Drake:
Anyway, there was a vacant lot up here on this hill, and my father bought that and he didn’t want anyone to – the people on each side didn’t want anybody building there.  They wanted a side yard so they bought that from him, and then he bought these two end lots, and that’s why we’re living here.

Interviewer 1:
And he did the building?

Charles F. Drake:
Well, of course he had it built.  Yeah, a contractor.

Interviewer 1:
Was he –

Interviewer 2:
Did you all live in the other house until they got this one built?

Charles F. Drake:
No.

Lucy Jane Collins:
We had to go somewhere else in the meantime.

[0:07:00]
Charles F. Drake:
My father built a whole big row of garages behind the house here, these two lots, and my father and myself, we lived out there while the rest of the family I think went to visit some relatives out of town until we could get this house built.

Interviewer 1:
I’ll be darned.

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah.  But I know you all are not interested in that.  I’m just kind of thinking –

Interviewer 2:
That first house that he built, is that still there?

Charles F. Drake:
Oh, yes.  Of course, we never lived in it, you know?

Interviewer 2:
I didn’t know if that was the same one –

Lucy Jane Collins:
It’s built similar to this one, only this one is a little bit on a larger scale.  What about the cleaners?  Now when daddy bought the cleaners, was that I understand a bakery before –

Charles F. Drake:
Yes, it was a bakery.

Interviewer 2:
You don’t remember the name –

Charles F. Drake:
No.  It was a bakery.  Of course, there was only two buildings on this corner, and it was the drugstore building where the Steak and Eggs is now.

[0:08:04]
Of course, they tore it down to build a Steak and Eggs restaurant there.  It was these two buildings, and that was all on the corner at that time.  See, my father, he went into business down there in 1917, and there was only two buildings on the corner.  Of course, where the stores and all are, that’s all been graded off, the dirt removed to get it down to the street level.

Interviewer 2:
The ones on Evergreen here?  Is that –

Charles F. Drake:
Yes, on Evergreen, and Poplar, too.  Yeah, you take across the street on Poplar, even, I remember when there was – well this hill about the size of ours here that the house used to sit up there.

Interviewer 1:
You said that he got this in 1917.  He took it over –

Charles F. Drake:
Yes.

Interviewer 1:
– in 1917.

[0:09:00]
Interviewer 2:
What was involved in starting the cleaners then?  What kind of equipment did they have?

Charles F. Drake:
Well –

Interviewer 2:
Pretty much the same principal?

Charles F. Drake:
– it’s more or less the same principal as it is today, but of course you’ve got easier equipment to work with and faster equipment, and labor-saving equipment, I’ll put it that way.  And of course there have been improvements.  Oh, golly, it’s escalated since World War II, really.

Lucy Jane Collins:
But it was a new industry when –

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, it was a new industry when my father went into it. [Cut 0:09:40]
Lucy Jane Collins:
It was maybe you’d say a novelty, you know?  It was definitely a new way to have your clothes cleaned, I mean instead of having it done at home.  Oh, I remember you said that these buildings down here on Evergreen had brick that was left over from the Peabody –

[0:10:07]
Charles F. Drake:
Yeah.

Lucy Jane Collins:
– the face of the building.

Charles F. Drake:
That’s right.  If you’ll notice this _______ they’re getting kind of run down –

Lucy Jane Collins:
Shabby _______.

Charles F. Drake:
– shabby looking now, they haven’t kept them up, but these stores right on this side of the street facing Evergreen, across from the cleaners, if you’ll notice that front brickwork on them is the same that the Peabody Hotel is made out of.  What happened there, the contractor, Mr. Wessels that built the Peabody, that contracted the Peabody Hotel, he had those bricks left over and so he built those stores down there.

Interviewer 2:
We’ll have to go down there and look.

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah.  Well it’s a lot of little things like that I know about, but if I can just think of them, you know?

Interviewer 2:
Well when he moved out here, or when he started the cleaners in 1917, this was already a pretty developed neighborhood where, you know, that you thought there’d be good business?

[0:11:00]
Charles F. Drake:
Oh, yes.  Yes.  You know at one time, I guess this section through here, it’s a lot of big, influential, successful people that’s come out of this Evergreen neighborhood, you know?

Lucy Jane Collins:
Where these houses have been torn –

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, where all these houses have been torn down and it was –

Lucy Jane Collins:
– you know Overton Park _______ and all through there.  I mean that was well developed.  Now Charles I remember said the homes on Lawrence and Carruthers west of Evergreen, they’re older –

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, they’re older than the ones on the east side of Evergreen.  They’re older.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Let’s see.  Mother said, I think, these homes on Lawrence were here when daddy built –

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, that’s right.

Lucy Jane Collins:
– and this was a cornfield, as I understand it, when he built the house here at that time.  But if you’ll notice, the homes west are an older style than the ones east. 
[0:12:00]
Interviewer 1:
You said it was a cornfield.  Do you have any idea who owned it at that time?

Lucy Jane Collins:
It was probably the Bettis Estate, you know, the monument back of Monteses, the _______ land grant.

Interviewer 1:
Oh, yeah.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Well it was part of that.

Interviewer 1:
I see.

Lucy Jane Collins:
But I don’t know who owned it, do you?

Charles F. Drake:
No, I don’t know who daddy bought it from.

Interviewer 2:
What would be your definition of the Evergreen community, the boundaries, I mean like in the ‘20s?

Charles F. Drake:
Well of course, see, you’re taking the ‘20s.  See, I was born in 1915, so that makes me pretty young when, you know, _____.  But they used to have the Evergreen civic club up here on the corner of Overton Park and Evergreen on the northwest corner, and – 

[0:13:06]
Lucy Jane Collins:
That home is still there.

Charles F. Drake:
It’s still there –

Interviewer 2:
We wondered if that was there.  We’d heard –

Charles F. Drake:
Yes, and that used to be the Evergreen Club there.  It was a civic club, you know?

Interviewer 1:
Like Betty was asking, would you consider the membership would have gone north of the parkway?

Charles F. Drake:
Of course, back in those days, see, those houses, let’s say north of – well I can remember when there was no houses on Tutwiler.  You know where Tutwiler is, right there below the parkway?  I think maybe perhaps Faxon there was kind of the boundary because I can remember all the way up to Jackson, and all that was just fields, you know?

[0:14:02]
Lucy Jane Collins:
So, I guess it would be, say, from –

Charles F. Drake:
I would say Poplar.  I think it could –

Lucy Jane Collins:
Yeah, Poplar and the park, Overton Park, and I don’t know west.  Would you say Cleveland, or maybe Stonewall?

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, it wasn’t very large, you know?

Lucy Jane Collins:
Maybe to Stonewall.

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, I would think so.  Yeah.

Interviewer 2:
I guess that would be the boundary. [Cut 0:14:31]
Lucy Jane Collins:
But of course in this area at that time, as I remember it, you had your school and your churches, and at this corner, there was everything there.  I mean you had grocery stores, you had a barbershop or a shoe shop, or a movie.  Well, that’s still there, but there was just everything.  You could get off the bus from town and the person could do all their shopping and walk home if they wanted to.  It was a self-contained area.

[0:15:04]

Charles F. Drake:
Yes, that’s right.  That’s very true.

Interviewer 1:
You mentioned grocery.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Yes, there were several privately owned groceries on the corner, very nice stores.

Charles F. Drake:
Yes.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Well this whole area, I think, it was a first class neighborhood.

Interviewer 1:
Would you consider this the main neighborhood shopping area, this corner up here?

Lucy Jane Collins:
At one time it was –

Charles F. Drake:
At one time it was, yes.  Back then it was, yeah.  It was a good business corner at one time.  Yeah.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Of course, there wasn’t anything at, say, Cleveland.

Charles F. Drake:
No.

Lucy Jane Collins:
You know, that wasn’t a shopping –

Charles F. Drake:
No, that’s true.

Lucy Jane Collins:
There was I think a drugstore, but I mean it wasn’t developed as much as this corner was, and then when you go on out Poplar, of course, the Parkview has always been there.  But there wasn’t anything else at that –

Charles F. Drake:
That’s right.

Lucy Jane Collins:
– intersection, so really this was the major one.

[0:16:00]
Interviewer 1:
So, you drew from the whole neighborhood right here.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Right.

Charles F. Drake:
Yes, that’s right.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Of course, when those homes were torn down for the expressway, that hurt this area tremendously.

Interviewer 1:
Enlarge on that from the standpoint of did the neighbors feel like there was a lack of prestige, a change in prestige?  Did they feel like it was just the bodies were leaving and, therefore, you didn’t have as many people to service?

Lucy Jane Collins:
Well that was one part of it right, and I think up until that time, the neighborhood was still a growing area.  I mean no one was moving out because they thought the neighborhood was going down, or anything like that.  But after those nice homes were torn down, those families, naturally, moved to a new section of town.  Of course I didn’t live in Memphis at that time, but I could tell when I came home that the neighborhood wasn’t as well kept as it was.

[0:17:00]


You know, things were kind of on the downgrade.  But in the past three years that’s reversed, because I think young professionals are moving in and it’s kind of the fad nowadays to buy an old house and do it over, you know?  And they like the large rooms and the hardwood floors, and so that’s gonna help this area.

Interviewer 1:
So, you feel like that the downtrend has bottomed out, so to speak.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Right.

Interviewer 1:
You see, if not leveling off, an upward trend?

Lucy Jane Collins:
Right.

Charles F. Drake:
Oh yes, definitely, on the upward trend.  Yeah.  Definitely.  They’re buying these old homes and they’re spending a lot of money on them.  They really are.

Lucy Jane Collins:
But of course, in our mind, I think the turning point will be when all this area, all this land comes back on the market, what’s gonna happen then, or if the government – what is going to happen to that land?  That’s gonna affect this area tremendously.

[0:18:05]

Interviewer 1:
If – well, that’s a dumb question.  I was gonna say –

[Audio Distortion]

Charles F. Drake:
_______ they talk about the expressway, when they get this north perimeter around, I don’t think they’ll even need it.  It’s a shame that they ever started it, to me, or not finished it.  Well, it’s just hurt everyone through here by all of this land like it is.  I mean they should have done one way –

Lucy Jane Collins:
One way or the other.

Charles F. Drake:
Put it through or don’t, one of the two, because nobody knows what to do through here, you know?  It hurt a lot of people, a lot of elderly people that, well, have been working for lifetimes, you know?  You have a lot of things in your homes, your lawnmowers and your rakes and shovels and all.

[0:19:02]


And then they had to pick up and move into apartments, and then it’s still laying there.  They tore the houses down and it’s just still laying there all these years.  Well, of course, that’s the same as –

Interviewer 2:
How did they get to the point of tearing those houses down –

Lucy Jane Collins:
I don’t know.

Interviewer 2:
– before they had it –

[Crosstalk]

Charles F. Drake:
_______ already there.  Like I say, I’m going back – of course, I was just a little boy, and I just remember those things, and the sidewalks and –

Interviewer 1:
As far as you remember from way back, they were already here and –

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, the sidewalks were here.  That’s right.  That’s true.

Interviewer 1:
What about the lights?  You mentioned gaslights earlier, and I assume that there was electricity already here, and all that kind of stuff was already set and in place –

Charles F. Drake:
That’s right.  Yeah.

[0:20:00]
Interviewer 1:
– when you all started building.  Do you remember any changing of the gaslights over there?

Charles F. Drake:
Well, of course I don’t know what year they did it.  Of course, they converted to electricity, and when that took place I don’t know but that was just one of the little things that I remember when I was a young boy, that they did have gaslights over there for the streetlights.

Interviewer 2:
Snowden went through eighth grade then?

Lucy Jane Collins:
Right.

Charles F. Drake:
Yes, through the eighth grade.

Interviewer 2:
And then you went to Central?

Charles F. Drake:
Yes. [Cut 0:20:37]
Lucy Jane Collins:
One thing I can remember about the homes, now the ones, like I said, west of Evergreen on Lawrence, I usually call them cottages; they didn’t have a central heating system.  They just had fireplaces.  I mean, of course, our house, this is where I was born, and of course we had radiators and everything.  That always impressed me, when you’d go to visit down the street, that those homes only had fireplaces to heat.

[0:21:07]
Interviewer 1:
So, that meant that they had to have the coal person come around?

Lucy Jane Collins:
Right.  Of course, we did, too, up here at that time.  We –

Interviewer 1:
Tell me how that was arranged.  I mean how would you get coal delivered, and that sort of thing?

Charles F. Drake:
Well, they had what you’d call coal yards, you know, companies, and –

Lucy Jane Collins:
Usually ice and coal companies.

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, usually so they could be in business in the summer and the winter, they usually manufactured ice, and then, in the winter, it was the coal.  _______ used to be a pretty big coal and ice company right up here at Waldran and Overton Park.  Of course, we had a basement under this house, and we had a big coal bin, and they would just shovel the coal down in the basement, and then we would have to shovel it into our furnace.

[0:22:01]
Lucy Jane Collins:
And then, after that, stokers were invented, where you put coal in a stoker and the stoker automatically puts it in the furnace.  Well, that was a big –

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, that was a big improvement.

Lucy Jane Collins:
And then, after that, it was converted to gas.  But I can remember, of course, like Charles said, the ice and coal, and then in the summertime the ice man would stop down at the foot of the hill.  He had horses, didn’t he, or –

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, some of them.  Yeah, they were mule-driven.  Ice wagons.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Yeah, he wore a big leather apron, and he was kind of gruff because all the kids wanted ice shavings and he didn’t have time to fool with them.  But he’d have the big ice picks, and he’d sling the ice over his shoulder and come up the driveway and put it in the icebox.

Interviewer 1:
How often would this happen?

Lucy Jane Collins:
Well in the summertime, he’d come twice a day.  How often do you think he’d come?

[0:23:03]
Charles F. Drake:
Well, of course, we should have mother up here to tell about that.  She’d really know, you know?  I think he used to come around every day during the hot summertime, you know, and then it’d slack off.  In real hot weather, in July and August, I think they used to come around every day.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Of course at that time, you had the Negroes coming around with their produce in the summertime.  They would sell all their produce, and chickens, live chickens.  I remember that.  And then mother said there used to be a meat market that would call and ask if you would like to place your order for meat, what they had special for that day, and they’d bring it out in a tin pale.  Of course that’s gone.  We don’t have that.

[0:24:02]


Of course, you had your dairy; they delivered milk right to the door, and bakery men came around.  There’s not too much home delivery anymore.  That’s just little things I remember.

Interviewer 1:
I think this is one thing we miss sometimes.  We get wrapped up in the dates, and to get a glimpse of what life was like – I mean what you were talking about, the coal converted to stoker, converted to gas, that was, I would assume, fairly typical of most of these houses?

Lucy Jane Collins:
Right.

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, that’s true.

Interviewer 1:
Most of them started out with a coal bin that you shoveled –

Charles F. Drake:
It started out with the coal, and then the stokers were improvements, you know?  You could fill up this hopper in the stoker, and then you wouldn’t have to do anything all day, you know, for 24 hours with it.  ______ by hand, you’d begin to get cold, you know, “Well, we better go –

Lucy Jane Collins:
Run down there and –

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, and shovel a couple shovels full of coal in there, you know?

Lucy Jane Collins:
Well I can remember we burned coal in the fireplace.  Upstairs didn’t have too much heat.

[0:25:05]


Now I can remember in the wintertime, mother would put our pajamas on the screen around the fireplace and they’d get warm, and we’d come in and jump in them and run upstairs and hop in the featherbeds.  You’d just sink right down and you wouldn’t move for a while and warm your spot.

Interviewer 2:
Well the people to the west, in the cottages that just had fireplaces, was that really because they were just more modest homes?

Lucy Jane Collins:
No, ______.

Charles F. Drake:
No.  At the time that they were built, that was it, you know?

Lucy Jane Collins:
They weren’t using radiators, steam –

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, well they didn’t have it, you know?  That was the way of heating homes, and things, the reason they had.  And then, later on, like when my father built this home, they had furnaces and hot water heat, you know? [Cut 0:25:56]
Interviewer 2:
Were those homes built with indoor plumbing, do you know, or –

[0:26:00]
Lucy Jane Collins:
Oh, yes.

Charles F. Drake:
Oh, yes.

Lucy Jane Collins:
And of course the homes in through this section, you had your alley, and most homes, not all but a lot of them, had servants’ quarters, and of course your garage was underneath.  Wasn’t the garage underneath in the servants’ quarters?

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, _______.

Lucy Jane Collins:
And that was up and down all the alleys here, they had that.

Interviewer 1:
Were the servants’ quarters really servant – I mean they lived there all the time?  This was actually their home and not just a place –

Lucy Jane Collins:
That’s right.  They lived there.

Interviewer 1:
And so it was very common for most of these houses to have servants attached to the household?

Lucy Jane Collins:
Oh, yes.

Charles F. Drake:
Oh, yes.  Yeah.  Definitely.

Interviewer 1:
Most of them had this?

Lucy Jane Collins:
Right.

Interviewer 2:
And do they rent those out now?

Lucy Jane Collins:
Well most of them have been torn down.

Charles F. Drake:
Most of them have been torn down, you know?

Lucy Jane Collins:
They were wooden, most of them.  I don’t know of any that’s left, really.  But, of course, Newt, who cut our grass, now he lived in one down on Autumn.  Was that where he lived?

[0:27:07]

Charles F. Drake:
Down on Carruthers, there still may be a few of them left, on Carruthers down here, and there were some up on Autumn, too, but they’ve all been torn down now, I think.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Well there were a lot of black people who lived in them and worked, you know –

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, worked and –

Lucy Jane Collins:
– as maids, yard men, whatnot.

Charles F. Drake:
Well I’m telling you, there’s got to be something if you can get anybody to cut your yard or anything anymore.  It really is.

Interviewer 1:
When they lived in the area in the servants’ quarters, I assume that it would be families.

Charles F. Drake:
Well, I would think so.  Yeah.

Interviewer 1:
The question I was really wanting to ask was what about children in school?  Schools, I know, were still segregated then.  Were there any black schools for children in this – were there schools for black children in this area that you know of?

[0:28:02]
Charles F. Drake:
Not that I know of.  I don’t ever recall one.

Lucy Jane Collins:
But you know, of course I was just a kid, but I don’t remember seeing any black children, do you, much?

Charles F. Drake:
Not much.

Lucy Jane Collins:
They were usually adults –

Charles F. Drake:
I sure didn’t.

Lucy Jane Collins:
– and I don’t really remember seeing any black children.

Interviewer 1:
That’s interesting.

Charles F. Drake:
It seems like they were older black people that lived in these servants’ houses, you know?  It wasn’t the younger blacks raising families, or anything.

Interviewer 1:
So, it could have been older people whose families were already gone, and this was a way to –

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, and that’s the way I kind of think it was.  Yeah.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Or really didn’t have a family, because I don’t really remember seeing any black children.

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Of course there were neighborhoods not too far where they lived around here, don’t you think?

[0:29:02]
Charles F. Drake:
Oh, no.  Well, you take right down on Angelus here, right south of Poplar.  Oh, that was settled black people that lived all up and down that street between Poplar and Madison.  In fact, there’s still some of them down there.

Lucy Jane Collins:
And around Watkins.

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, down around Watkins.

Lucy Jane Collins:
And over here at east end, around east end _______.

Interviewer 1:
But you don’t know of any particular black schools –

Charles F. Drake:
No, I sure don’t.  I don’t recall any black schools.

Interviewer 2:
I bet another thing is that the children might have stayed with the grandmother or the aunt and uncle, or something like that, because the mother might have had trouble taking care of them, working like that –

Lucy Jane Collins:
But like Charles said, they were really older, you know, not younger people, _______.  That’s the first time I’ve ever thought about it, you know?  Now over in Orange Mound, I guess they had schools over there.

[0:30:07]

Interviewer 1:
They did.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Right, and what about in Binghamton?  Did they have –

Charles F. Drake:
I don’t know whether they had any –

Interviewer 1:
I think there was.  This lady we were talking with, Miss Beckett, said that there was a black school up in there, and I think I read – but I was just wondering if there were any around in here.

Charles F. Drake:
Well, you know, Binghamton, when my father went into business, I just remember him talking, see Binghamton was a separate township from Memphis, you know?  The American Car and Foundry had a big plant there.  That’s where they built railroad cars.  But that was a separate township, Binghamton was, east of the parkway there, where Broad Street and – you’ve all been down to Broad Street and seen the old stores and all in there.

[0:31:05]


That was separate from Memphis.  That wasn’t in the city of Memphis.  See, when my father built _______, as far as I know the city limits was probably the parkway out here, you know?  This was the edge of town.

Interviewer 2:
You were in the suburbs.

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, suburbs.  That’s right.

Lucy Jane Collins:
I can remember driving out, you know, on your Sunday drive as you always had, if you went out as far as Poplar and Highland, that was a long drive.  That was considered way out.

Charles F. Drake:
Well every [Audio Distortion] when a dollar used to buy a lot, but that dollar sure was hard to get a hold of, I’ll tell you.  I’ll tell you, we’re living in the best time – well, right now, as far as I’m concerned as far as financially, I’m better off today than I ever was in my life, believe it or not, with this inflation.

[0:32:09]


So, I don’t know about this inflation business.  I really don’t.  Where it’s gonna stop, I don’t know.  I hope it doesn’t just continue to grow. [Cut 0:32:24] Well, what’s happened, back there in those we’ll say the hard times, people worked harder.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Long hours, very long hours.

Charles F. Drake:
And long hours, and the government hasn’t done a lot of good in a lot of ways really to help.  But I don’t want anymore of them, I’ll tell you.  I remember a little incident, talking about that, I was pretty young and the Southern Railroad, they were running specials I think it was on Saturdays to Muscle Shoals, Alabama.

[0:33:08]


That’s where that big dam was built in World War I, you know?  Of course, I was going to Snowden school and I was too young to know what the purpose of it was at the time, but later on I realized what it was.  It was a political thing.  So, I went on one of those special trips.  It was a dollar roundtrip, and they had guides and all.  They took us down in this big, huge dam, and you could see this big battery of big huge generators as far as you could see.  It looked like a mile, you know?  And all of them was idle, just sitting idle.  It was a big political thing.

[0:34:04]


So, that’s the first time that I had ever heard of Roosevelt, but they had the Roosevelt banners on down there, I tell you.  President Roosevelt promised those people that all this energy going to waste no one could get any use out of, and Roosevelt had promised these people that if he was elected president he would get that dam in operation, and for the people to get some benefit out of it.  But at the time, I didn’t know it was a political thing, you know?

Lucy Jane Collins:
You got a free ride and –

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, and –

Lucy Jane Collins:
– an adventure for a day.

Charles F. Drake:
Well, it was a bad situation, it really was.  All that energy, you know, for Tennessee River, and no one getting use of it, and they had it there – 

Lucy Jane Collins:
It’s already built.  Yeah.

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, it’s already built and everything.  Of course, it was politics.  It was, the way I understand it, the Republican people, they didn’t want that – in other words, they didn’t want the government to get into private industry, so they thought –

[0:35:17]
Interviewer 1:
The same argument today.

Lucy Jane Collins:
I don’t know if I _______ and it seemed like there was just everything here that you could ask for.  I mean, of course, we always worked hard.  I mean, you know, my brothers and ______, they worked hard.

Interviewer 1:
How many children were there in the family?

Lucy Jane Collins:
Five.

Interviewer 1:
So, he had a lot of hands to help with the cleaners.

Lucy Jane Collins:
I always had jobs I think after we got out of school.  We just didn’t have anything, you know, to do, which I think is good, now that I look back on it.

[0:36:10]
Interviewer 2:
Kept busy.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Right.

Interviewer 2:
Has the cleaners changed?  Is it the same size as it was then, or has it –

Charles F. Drake:
It hasn’t changed.

Interviewer 2:
The same?
Charles F. Drake:
All these years______.

Interviewer 2:
_______ you can take a before-and-after photo and it’d be the same.

Charles F. Drake:
Well, the building sits on the property _______, you know, the building takes up all the property.  Of course, I did acquire this little point out here.  I don’t know whether that was good or bad.  I tell you, when them bunch gets out of those beer joints, they’ve completely tore up that – I kept it cut nice and trim and neat.  Now, they’ve ran the cars through it while it’s wet and ruts and beer cans, whiskey bottles and everything else.

[0:37:03]
Lucy Jane Collins:
Knocked the fireplug down one night.

Charles F. Drake:
Oh, I’ll tell you.  It’s something else.  Of course, now we used to didn’t have that, but it’s nothing I can do about it.

Lucy Jane Collins:
Well of course now you’re talking about that’s even better than it was when the hippies were out here for a while.  They used to sleep out there.

Interviewer 1:
Just on the little point?

Lucy Jane Collins:
Mm hmm.

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, it was awful.  I’ll tell you, this corner got pretty bad at one time.  It really did.

Interviewer 1:
Tell me the period you’re talking about.

Charles F. Drake:
Well how many years ago would you say that was, Jane?  Golly, I wish I could remember years –

Lucy Jane Collins:
Well we lived in Richmond then, but when they left the Highland strip –

Interviewer 2:
_______ in the ‘60s –

Lucy Jane Collins:
Yeah, it was after that, when they were trying to close the Highland strip, a lot of them came out here, and they would sleep on the point.

[0:38:01]


Also, down here where the houses were torn down, there were little settlements of them all through there, you know?  And at one time, it was not very good around here.  I mean it was –

Charles F. Drake:
It sure wasn’t.  It was pretty rough.  I don’t know how I survived it.  I really don’t.  I _____ sweeping the hypodermic needles out of the alleys every morning, and everything else.  It was awful, the dope and all.  It was terrible around here at one time.

Interviewer 2:
Well now where did they go?  Where are they now?  Have they –

Charles F. Drake:
I don’t know.  They cleaned them out some way, and I don’t have that trouble anymore. [Cut 0:38:43] But it was pretty bad –

Interviewer 2:
How long did that last, about a year?  Was it that long?

Charles F. Drake:
It lasted a couple of years there.  It was at least that long.

Interviewer 1:
How did it cleaned out?  Did the businesses go together and sort of form an alliance?

Charles F. Drake:
Well, I really don’t know.  I think the police just made a ______ effort to just clean it up.

[0:39:11]


But of course they cleaned up this section – that’s the reason they got down here.  They cleaned up the Highland strip and they came here, and I don’t know where they are now but I’m sure they’re somewhere –

Interviewer 2:
That’s why I was wondering –

[Crosstalk]

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, and you –

Lucy Jane Collins:
Well I don’t know of any section in Memphis now, I don’t, that they have that going on.  Of course, I think that’s kind of phased out as far as –

Interviewer 2:
I think it has.

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, I think so.

Interviewer 2:
That living and camping out –

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah.  The young people are dressing neater and nicer today.  They are.  They’ve gotten away from, especially boys, that old bushy hair and all that kind of stuff.  Now you still see some of them with old beards and stuff on them, but not near as many as you did –

Lucy Jane Collins:
Well they’re not dirty –

[0:40:00]

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, they’re not dirty.  Two or three years back –

Lucy Jane Collins:
– the difference, the style.

Charles F. Drake:
So, I think it’s changing for the better.

Interviewer 2:
So, now you just have the beer joints.

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah.

Lucy Jane Collins:
That’s up and down Poplar.

Charles F. Drake:
Well, that’s everywhere.  That’s all –

Interviewer 2:
Well it’s just the late-night crowd, you know?  When they leave, they don’t care how they leave the property.

Lucy Jane Collins:
That’s a shame.  The police didn’t stay out there for about a week, though –

Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, now I don’t know.  My grass needs cutting kind of now, but I don’t know whether I can even cut it or not, you know?

Lucy Jane Collins:
________ –

Charles F. Drake:
Well, that’s just one of the things you have to go through.  There’s nothing I can do about it, so –

Interviewer 1:
Had you acquired it for parking?

Charles F. Drake:
Yes.  Yeah, I acquired it for my own benefit, you know?

Lucy Jane Collins:
Of course that street has – I don’t know when that street was cut through Belvedere in the back of the shop.  That’s been there quite a while –

[0:41:03]
Charles F. Drake:
Yeah, that’s been there –

Lucy Jane Collins:
– but of course back when we were growing up, that section wasn’t there, you know, the street in back of the place.  I guess the last ten years it’s been back there.

Charles F. Drake:
Ladies, I’m gonna have to get back down _______ – 

[End of Audio]
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