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by David Vecchio

Everyone on the campus has heard
+ enough about the alcohol policy by
now. But perhaps we should take a
~ closer look at the policy and what its
short-term effects have been.
A new Federal law passed last year
» mandates that all colleges implement
a ‘‘drug and alcohol prevention pro-
' gram’’  that punishes students for
» underage consumption, and warns
students of the health risks of drug and
* alcohol use. (Students are also to be
. told that ‘‘unlawful possession of
drugs and alcohol is wrong and harm-
~ ful’’.) Each year a sample of schools
will be reviewed, and those which can-
“ not “‘ensure”’ that these rules are be-
« ing enforced may lose their eligibility
for Federal financial aid. The law is
- similar to the law passed in 1984
ordering states to raise the legal drink-
" ing age to 21 to lose federal money for
- their highways.
In response to this legislation,
" Rhodes has banned the sight of alcohol
,.on campus. No one, of age or not, may
traverse the irrigated green campus
> carrying an open container of alcohol:
if you ar€ twenty-one, you may drink,
"but only in your dorm room. As Dean
.of Student Affairs Tom Shandley told
me, ‘‘80% of our campus is under 21;
~we have to do this in order to ‘ensure’
that there is no illegal consumption.”’
"As of Friday there had been 18 peo-

+

ple fined $25 for violating the policy.
The next offense would cost these 17
students (and one faculty member)
another fine and finally, for the
students, expulsion from campus
housing.

This is in stark contrast to the open,
almost ritual drinking of the past years
under Rhodes’ casual ‘‘look the other
way’’ policy, and along with the visi-
ble decline in weekend activities on the
campus, many students complain of a
lack of community. Students are forc-
ed to go off-campus if they wish to
drink, and many drive back drunk.
Asked how it had affected himself and
his friends personally, an up-
perclassman commented, ‘it definitely
has affected what, when, and where
we drink.”’

In New Dorm, a sign hangs on a
door that parodies the new BACCHUS
poster. “‘Don’t be BOOZIN’ or $$
you’ll be loozin,”’ it says and a wallet
with 25 dollars floating away becomes
the symbol for SALMSAP (Students
Against Legislating Morality and a
Suckin’ Alcohol Policy).

The Student Assembly is currently
discussing revising a section of the
policy (7a) which does not allow
anyone under 21 at functions where
alcohol is served. This excludes
students from board meetings, alum-
ni association meetings, etc. The
policy could be reformulated so that

Alcohol Policy Takes Affect

it required monitors be present at such
events to prevent illegal drinking. The
SA has also formed a committee to
study the drinking laws and their
effectiveness.

There is also uneasiness about the
manner in which the new policy is to
be enforced—specifically by Resident
Advisers. During the application pro-
cess last year, the RAs were asked
whether they would report one of their
friends for violating a policy with
which the RA did not agree: RA’s are
bound to enforce the alcohol policy
even on their own time. One student
said, ‘I feel like my RA is not my
friend, she’s my enemy. I just don’t
feel I could go to her anymore.”” In
one case an RA, upon entering to ask
that the music be turned down, found
a student with alcohol in his room. In
the talk that ensued the RA reported-
ly said *‘I am the law.”’ This statement
illustrates the awkward situation into
which RA’s have been put.

Although Dean Shandley had said
that he personally had been uncomfor-
table with the state of affairs before the
policy. He did not feel that the Col-
lege would have made such steps had
there been no Federal law. He also
noted that it is a mistake to ‘‘equate
alcohol with community. Because
what is community made of? It’s made
of people.”
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And Much, Much More!

Fenced In!

by Kellye Crane

The face of our campus is changing
with every wink of the eye. Among the
most obvious and recent of these

changes is the construction of 1.3 -

miles of seven foot tall wrought iron
fence around the boundaries of the col-
lege. Although the construction of the
fence caused little controversy on cam-
pus (probably because the decision
was made during the prime season for
interesting developments — summer),
there was a great deal of discussion
about the matter within the Memphis
community.

There were many letters written to
the local Memphis Commercial Ap-
peal both in support and in opposition
to the administration and the decision
to build a fence. Initial reaction was
primarily negative. One citizen wrote
that the fence ‘“. . . makes an unfair
and untrue statement to the rest of
Memphis and to out-of-town prospec-

tive students that ‘we have to put a
fence around our campus because we -

are in such a bad area.’”” Another
Memphian commented that ‘“While so
much of the world is tearing down
fences and walls that keep people apart
it is indeed sad to know that building
one is a significant part of Rhodes’s
plans.”

There was, however, positive sen-
timent expressed as well. One Rhodes
student defended the plan by writing
‘‘Although there are times when I
disagree with the Rhodes administra-
tion, I support this decision. If this
fence can make us (the college com-
munity) safer, then let it go up.”” And
the president of Vollintine Evergreen
Community Association asserted that
““This is a litigious society and a col-
lege such as Rhodes is prudent to
manage risks to student, faculty, and
all others who use the campus.

The fence, which is costing an
estimated $200,000, will soon be com-
pleted. Robert Frost said ‘‘Good
fences make good neighbors.”” Rhodes
College is going to put that to the test.

Students Still Face Security Threat

A first-year male student was the vic-
tim of an armed robbery on the Rhodes
campus Monday night, August 28. He
had parked his car in the Gym lot and
was walking to Glassell Hall about
2:15 a.m. As he walked between the
SAE and ATO lodges, he was ap-
proached from behind by unknown
assailants, who placed a knife to his
back and demanded his money. They
took $15 in cash and dropped his
wallet at the scene.

The victim continued on to Glassell
Hall and did not report the incident to
Security or to the Memphis Police
Department. Only after rumors began
to circulate was Security able to deter-
mine the identity of the victim and

confirm that the incident had indeed
taken place. The victim stated that he
believed his assailants were two black
males, but could not give further
description. He said he didn’t report
the incident because he believed that
nothing could be done about it.

All incidents of a criminal nature
should be reported to Security. In
general, the Memphis Police Depart-
ment will also be notified. In this case,
the assailants might have been caught
if the crime had been reported. Since
they were not caught, the assailants
may still have been in the area. Failure
to report this incident might have ex-
posed other members of the campus
community to unnecessary danger.

Gordon Leaves As Athletic Director

Staff Reports

Charles Gordon, athletic director
here at Rhodes for the past five years,
has resigned that post in order to ac-
cept a similar position at Emory
University in Atlanta. Gordon, whose
resignation became effective last
week, was replaced by Mike Clary,
head football coach at Rhodes for the
past six years. Clary will remain in his
capacity as football coach as well as
serving as athletic director.

Clary, a Rhodes graduate himself,
has amassed an impressive win-loss
record during his tenure as football

coach, and as track coach won the
1990 CAC track and field
championship.

His appointment was announced on
August 30, as Dean Tom Shandley
unveiled him as the replacement for
the departing Gordon. Coach Clary
thanked his staff and players, and his
professors coaches and mentors as a
student here. Clary was the obvious
choice for the position due to his
familiarity with the athletic program
at Rhodes, and for his many years of
association with the department.
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The Evolution Of The Fence

by TREY WHITE
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Please submit all articles, announcements, press releases or creative
works — typed and double-spaced to the Sou’wester office by Mon-

day at 6:00 p.m.

Editorial: 3

Fear and Loathing: »
Or The Thoughis Of A Senior -

by Jonathan Smoke, Co-editor

““This world is a comedy to those that think, a tragedy to those that feel.’”
—'Horace Walpole, Fourth Earl of Orford, 16 August 1776.-

If that line is true, where does that leave those who think AND feel? Whether

I am a feeling thinker or a thinking feeler, it turns out the same way — I'm’
simply crazy.

I am crazy because I have been here in Memphis much too long, and I have’
therefore experienced the strange blending of emotions that this city can create .
I have seen the fireworks on the Fourth at the River. I have seen the billboards
praising Memphis as ‘‘the lowest cost of living.”’ I have seen a Friday night
feature at the Orpheum. I have listened to a blues band on Beale Street. And,
I have found my car vandalized and with a concrete block in the front seat.
All in the same month. <

I am crazy because I have been in school too long and have studied far too
much to hear constantly that my education means nothing because I am in"
America after America’s decline or that nothing good comes out of the South.

I am crazy because I have been at Rhodes during its troubled adolescence
when nothing remains the same from one year to the next, not even a system.
of registration or a system for buying books. I have seen the bad politics of
a stressed-out, anal retentive campus that produces unneeded fear in students*
and professors alike regarding their personal attitudes towards politics.

And I’'m sure that there are plenty of people around here who will vouch

.for my insanity. I did a pretty good job of stepping on toes and otherwise of~

fending many people on this campus last year because I let things get to me.
Did it help relieve the stress on this campus? No. I dare say it created far more.*

So you think, what is he trying to say? Is he sentimental for the days of yore?,
Is he writing his last farewell? Is-he becoming a GRANOLA? No. It’s far worse
than that. I am admitting my insanity and I am fully prepared to inflict it upon.
all of you here. We are just too serious about ourselves, and it’s high time
we sit back and laugh at how foolish we really are. I am warning you about®
what to expect from me and from the Sou ’wester this year.

Liz and I hope to make this paper the most diverse and best possible paper

that this school has ever seen, yet we also feel a need to reflect on the lighter,
side of life and laugh at ourselves. Thus, we have the birth of The Rhodes’ ter
— the weekly lampoon of campus life.
' Let this be a warning to everyone. No one is free — capitalist or communist,
feminist or chauvinist, first-year student or freshman, you are all fair game
And I dare you to laugh and enjoy it. If not. (1d10m for sex) you if you can’t,
take a joke!
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