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Seidman S

Address Media Issues

The 19th annual M. L. Seidman
Memorial Town Hall Lecture Se-
ries at Rhodes College will bring
three award-winning journalists to
the campus this spring with the
purpose of putting the news in per-
spective. This year’s guests are
Haynes Johnson on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 26; Paul Duke on Tuesday,
March, 26; and Charles McDowell
on Tuesday, April 23. All are regu-
lars on television’s popular and
critically acclaimed, ‘“Washington
Week in Review,”” a PBS public af-
fairs program.

The 1985 lecture series is entitled
“Dateline, the World: Three
Award-Winning Journalists Size Up
the News.”” Memphian P. K. Seid-
man provides the lectures as a pub-
lic service and as a memorial to
his late brother, M. L. Seidman.
Rhodes hosts and administrates the
series.

“The participation of these out-
standing journalists adds an excit-
ing, topical dimension to the se-
ries,” said Mel Grinspan, Rhodes
business professor and director of
the lecture series. Each lecturer
will analyze and comment on what

Choate Recital

Sunday evening at 8:00 p.m.,
Carol Choate will present seven
songs in recital in Hardie Audi-
torium.

Carol, a senior music major, -
was recently named state cham-
pion in her age division in com-
petition sponsored by the Ten-
nessee Federation of Music
Clubs. Later this month, Carol
will travel to New Orleans to
perform in the regional compe-
tition.

Accompanying Carol on the
piano both in competition and in
recital is Janice Crumpacker.

they see as the important news
developments at the time, noted
Grinspan.

Johnson is a Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning reporter for The Washington
Post and presently a columnist on
national affairs. He is also the

author of eight books and has re-,

ported on the activities of every
president from Dwight Eisenhower
to Ronald Reagan and on most of
the major news events at home and
abroad for the last generation.

Mr. Johnson, a native of New
York, won the Pulitzer Prize in
1966 for distinguished national re-
porting of the civil rights struggle
in Selma, Ala.

Paul Duke is senior correspond-
ent for public television in Wash-
ington and moderator of ‘‘Wash-
ington Week,” which has won the
DuPont-Columbia award as tele-
vision’s outstanding public affairs
program. A veteran political re-
porter, he has worked for the Asso-
ciated Press, The Wall Street Jour-
nal and NBC News. He has an-
chored a multitude of PBS specials
and Congressional Hearings and
has interviewed every major po-
litical leader of the past two dec-
ades. Presently he hosts the week-
ly PBS series, ‘“The Lawmakers.”

Charles McDowell has been the
Washington correspondent and a
columnist for The Richmond
Times-Dispatch since 1965. He has
covered all national political con-
ventions since 1952 and has written
three books, including ‘‘Campaign
Fever,” journal of a presidential
campaign.

All three Seidman Lectures will
be held at 8 p.m. on the evenings
scheduled in Hardie Auditorium on
the Rhodes campus. Following their
talks, the journalists will take ques-
tions from the audience. The lec:
tures are free. )

later this term.

permits.

Biegler or Bob Lawhon.

The Question-of-the-Week is:

“What happened to the clock on the north side of the Refec-
tory?” Well, story has it that one day it fell off the wall, broke, and
was henceforth pronounced disfunctional. A new clock has been
ordered. See Chuck Carter for updates on this topic.

Suggestions for Questions-of-the-Week may be submitted to
Beth Baxter, who will attempt to answer those questions, rumors,
claims and stories that befuddle us daily.

SGA Corner

by Beth Baxter

The SGA Ride Board has been placed in the mailroom of the
Student Center. Instructions for its use may be found adjacent to
it and will be distributed to members of the campus community.
For more information, please contact Ira Jackson or John Thomas.

A Student/Faculty Dinner to discuss Project 1 proposals was
held in the Refectory on Thursday, Jan. 31. The SGA would like to
thank the ten professors who attended despite the hazardous
weather conditions. This event proved to be a constructive time
for interchange of concerns and perspectives regarding these pro-
posals. Another Student/Faculty Dinner will probably be held

The SGA will be sending a general letter to each member of
the Board of Trustees during the next week. The letter presents
some student concerns and opinions about the proposals under
consideration by Project 1. A copy of this letter can be found on
the SGA Board near the mailroom.

Ice covering steps and sidewalks has proven'to be a hazardous
problem. Attempting to clear these icy areas presents additional
problems; after these areas have been cleared, rain and melted
snow which refreezes may prove to be even more dangerous, as it
freezes on a flat surface. Maintenance workers will continue to
clear and sand key areas. Walkways will be widened as weather

The SGA is currently looking into a project to install pencil
sharpeners in all dormitories. Aspects of this project which are
currently under hot debate are: brand, style, single- or multi-holed,
color, method of attachment to wall, and angle of point produced.
Recommendations on any of these choices can be given to Angie
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photo by Frank Wright
The top of Haliburton Tower offers a unique but coel vantage point from which to gaze out over a snowy

campus.

Exploring Limits of Self, Others Was
Normal Course Load for Watkins

by Alan Harris ’87

In the fall, most Rhodes students
were busy learning the basics of
their first term classes. Frank Wat-
kins, however, was getting an edu-
cation of a very different nature.
Watkins, a junior, spent three
months in the Leadership Develop-
ment Program of Outward Bound,
an organization dedicated to fos-
tering personal and social growth
through physical challenges. I

Black History

came out learning that leadership
is making things happen,” Watkins
said.

The program contained five seg-
ments, each of which presented
grueling physical and psychological
tests. Throughout the course, stu-
dents learned fundamentals of
ecology, geologic history, and an-
thropology, and at the end of each
section, took a written test cover-
ing all aspects of their training.

A Reminder For Us All

by Howard Griffen
BSA Public Relations

History is the unfolding of events
which affect mankind as a whole.
American history is a part of the
world history with every nation as
a part affecting the whole. Radical-
ly, America is a ‘“‘melting pot” of
various peoples contributing to cre-
ate a nation founded on freedom
and truth. But at times, the his-
torical picture of America becomes
distorted and one-sided leaving out
a bit of truth. In this case, the con-
cern is Black History.

February being Black History
Month, the question arises (or
should arise) ‘“Why does this cele-
bration exist?”’ ‘“What is its pur-
pose?’” and particularly, “Why
Black History as opposed to history
as a whole?”’

The first two questions are eas-
ily answered. The ‘celebration”
exists for the purpose of promoting
the history of Blacks. But, the
question is ‘““why is it necessary?”’
Isn’t the history of America, the
world, an incorporation of myriad
events without respect to race?
Shouldn’t “‘Black History” simply
be a part of American history?
The answer is yes. But what should
be is actually not the case.

The contributions of Black Amer-
icans have been underrated, untold,
and untaught in most public schools.
Despite major contributions to the
fields of science, literature, art,
and even politics, names such as
George Washington Carver, Cris-

pus Attucks, Alexander - Dumas,
Toussaint L’Ouverture, Langston
Hughes, and Charles Drew are vir-
tually unknown to many. It is sad
that many such persons receive
little or no recognition at all until
February, the shortest month of
the year.

For the most part, the history
of Black Americans is sheltered
because they are embarrassing
epochs of American history. Slav-
ery was ended through war in
1865, but true freedom was not
issued until over a century later
through amendments to a constitu-
tion which was originally estab-
lished with the implication of equal-
ity of all mankind. Only two dec-
ads ago were Black Americans
even able to attempt a facade of
integration into white society or
able to vote without oppression.

We have come a long way. But
only until history loses its racial
bias and Blacks truly merge into
the American dream will the ne-
cessity for Black History, Black
Music Awards, Black Colleges, and
Black Churches, ete. . . . be de-
leted. When total equality is
achieved and the disproportionate
number of Blacks at or below the
poyerty level decreases, the need
for a ‘“Black” anything will then,
and only then be unnecessary. I
personally hope that this happens
and that someday the stigma
“Black American” loses its color
and each ethnic group emerges in
this great nation as simply Amer-
icans.

Month—

The program culminated in a final
section in which the students took
the place of instructors for a
group of eighth graders.

Early in September, Watkins met
with 24 other students in southeast
Utah to tackle the first in the long
string of challenges — a three-
week backpacking stint. The group
divided into three close-knit pa-
trols of eight, each of which was
assigned an itinerary and an in-
structor. After giving careful guid-
ance during the first week, the
instructors began to withdraw in
completely on their own by the
the second week, leaving the groups
third week.

At the end of each day, the
groups mets for ‘“de-briefing,” in
which they discussed the events of
the day. These meetings were a
key part of the course. As Wat-
kins described it, “Nothing was
done without discussion and analy-
sis of how people felt” about sit-
nations.

During this first segment, the
students exercised ‘“hard skills,”
such as map reading and camp-
ing, and “soft skills,” such as com-
munication and conducting group
meetings. These soft skills, crucial
to leadership, were stressed just
as heavily as hard skills.

Also included in this section was
a three-day period in which each
student took a solo excursion into
the desert and fasted. Finally, a
ten-mile marathon ended the seg-
ment.

After a short break, Watkins and
his cohorts moved to the next phase
of the course — rock-climbing camp
in Colorado. Here, specialist in-
structors stressed hard skills in-
volving climbing techniques and
safety. Only three days into this
camp, two feet of snow fell, mak-
ing climbing difficult. Nonetheless,
the group came through with rela-
tive ease. It was here that Frank
had to give, in a veritable blizzard,
a presentation on a research paper
that was required before the course
began.

The “urban practicum” in Den-
ver, the next segment of the
course, was the most intense one

(Continued on Page 2)












