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Bill Van Cleve and Leigh McWhite were chosen as Mr. & Ms. Rhodes during halftime at the homecoming game.

Briefly . . .

An organizational meeting for the
Tex-Mex work trip will be held Mon-
day, October 23 at 7 p.m. in the Orgill
Room. Chaplain Steve Musick, who
is organizing the third annual trip,
stated that anyone who is considering
participating in the project must attend
this meeting.

The Mid-South has the opportunity
to experience the majesty and beauty
of international award-winning ballet
for one night only when Memphis
Concert Ballet presents the First Inter-
national Glasnost Ballet Tour on Fri-
day, October 13, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. at
the Orpheum Theatre.

The repertory’s highlights from
favorite classical ballets include:
““Swan Lake’’; ‘‘Don Quixote’’;
““‘Romeo and Juliet”’; ‘‘Giselle’’; *‘La
Bayadere’’; ‘‘Sleeping Beauty’’;

‘‘Satanella, the Birds”’; ‘‘Les Nuages’”
(Kylian); ‘‘Les Sylphides.”’

For ticket information and to order
reserved seating for this major U.S.
tour, call the Orpheum box office at
901-525-3000 or Ticket Hub at
901-725-4822. For group rates, call
Memphis Concert Ballet at
901-763-0139.

Auditions will be held at the Ger-
mantown Community Theatre for The
Best Christmas Pageant Ever on Sun-
day, October 22 and Tuesday, October
24, at 6:00 p.m. A large cast is need-
ed and men, women and children of
all ages are encouraged to audition.
Brian Mott will direct. The theatre is
located at 3037 Forest Hill Road in
Germantown, and additional informa-
tion can be obtained by calling the
theatre box office at 754-2680.
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The PostHomcin er-

by Kellye Crane

It was a perfect day for football. A
perfect day for anything, for that mat-
ter. Sunny skies without a sign of the
threatened rain and a warmish Fall
temperature created the perfect setting
for Rhodes Homecoming ’89.

The previous night had featured
several unofficial ‘‘welcome home
alumni’’ parties that were somewhat
grand in scale, many lasting into what
should definitely be termed the ‘‘wee
hours.”” Needless to say the campus
was a tad slow to stir on Saturday.
However, by about noon an abundance
of cups were being carried with celery
sticks protruding from them. A
touching testimony to the endurance
levels of Rhodes students, both past
and present.

For many the day began at the
fraternity and sorority houses. Most
sororities held brunches for both alum-
nae and actives, as well as their dates

and families. Meanwhile, many frater-
nities held pre-game receptions to get
those festive juices flowing. The game
could not be described as anything but
exciting. There was one particular
tackle by Greg Foster that had the
former Rhodes players dancing in the
aisles. The end of the game was in-
tense, and left everyone ready for the
fun that was to come.

Following the game, the pre-dinner
rituals began. While some students
went back to their rooms or even to
bed, many converged on the fraterni-
ty houses for the traditional parties. It
was amid this energized atmosphere
that I attempted to converse with alums
about changes at Rhodes.

One member of the 1989 graduating
class, when asked what it felt like to
come back to Rhodes, remarked, ‘It’s
really messed with my mind. I mean
I feel like I still go to school here, but
I’'m going to have to get up on Mon-

day morning and go to work.”” A 1973
graduate, identified only as Alf,
declared, ‘“Yeah, Rhodes has chang-
ed! Yeah, I like you girls.”” (Alf later
declared that eating a thesaurus would
make me a better writer). Jay Huff-
stickler, ’88, said, ‘“The student body
seems to have changed. It’s so much
more homogenous than when I started
school here. It’s much less diverse.”’
It became progressively more difficult
to find a graduate coherent enough to
talk seriously, so I gave up. After the
fraternity parties, most couples went
to dinner and then to the dance. Fifth
Cliff was described as ‘‘Kind of jazzy
... funky . . . I don’t know what.”
But if the crowds of screaming girls
were any indication, they were a big
success.

Homecoming is an annual day of
marathon merrymaking, and this year
was no exception. It was, as one stu-
dent exclaimed, ‘‘Most righteous.’’

Deciding On Unreasonable Search and Seizure

by Jonathan Smoke

The 1989-90 term for the U.S.
Supreme Court began officially on
Monday, October 2. One of the many
issues to be decided this term is that
of the constitutionality of random
motorist sobriety tests that police are
already conducting in over half of our
states. The use of such ‘‘sobriety
checkpoints’’ is growing, and 22 state
appeals courts have upheld the prac-
tice. In Michigan and 5 other states,
the practice has been declared un-
constitutional on the grounds that it
violated the Fourth Amendment’s ban
on searches and seizures without a
warrant. The Michigan Attorney
General appealed, ‘‘arguing that such
stops represent a reasonable response

to the carnage caused by drunken
drivers.”’

Granted, fatalities in motor-vehicle
accidents involving alcohol are
needless tragedies. But if in order to
prevent such crimes, the government
finds it must infringe upon the basic
rights of the individual, we are becom-
ing one step closer to a crime free and
liberty free America.

The Constitution guarantees citizens
the right to be free from unnecessary
and unreasonable hassle and harass-
ment from police, and I believe that
“‘routine police stops of presumably
innocent motorists’’ fits this freedom
exactly. Its aim is certainly positive,
but since it infringes upon the lives of
innocent people, it is wrong.

I don’t know how you are, but when
I am driving somewhere I don’t-add
in a cushion of time to allot for the
chance that I could be pulled over and
administered a sobriety test. Simply
the loss in time and the stress involv-
ed in being stopped is harassment in
my mind. Even if I were to be driving
intoxicated, the police have no right
to stop me unless I exhibit some ac-
tion such as reckless driving to give
them just cause.

If there were a chainsaw murderer
loose in Memphis, slicing and dicing
people daily, we would not justify the

“police if they were to come to Rhodes

and force every one of us to let them
in‘our rooms to search for a Poulan if

(Continued on Page 2)

Mud Island’s Museum To Close

by Lee Phillips

Where can you spend an afternoon
aboard an 1870s steamboat, join in
Civil War battles, boogie in the
Yellow Dog Cafe honky tonk, and
have a conversation with Mark Twain?
The answer is Mud Island’s Mississip-
pi River Museum. The museum con-
tains eighteen galleries tracing the
history along the Mississippi River.

The tour begins with displays of
Mississippi River Valley Indian ar-
tifacts, objects left behind by European
explorers, and a brief history of boat
building on the river. The most astoun-
ding portion of the museum is the
replica of an 1870s steamboat named
Belle of the Bluffs. Stepping on board
is stepping back in time.

Other very authentic replicas include
the pilot house of a diesel towboat, a
Union ironclad ‘‘battling’’ a Con-
federate shore battery, and a honky

‘tonk, all complete with the necessary

sound effects.

In the “‘Riverfolk Gallery’’ a visitor
may encounter Mark Twain, river
workers, steamboat captains, riverboat
gamblers, and show boat performers
each with their own story to tell.

The section titled ‘“War on the
Mississippi>’ contains Civil War

memorabilia from Confederate and
Union forces. After leaving the Civil
War, one enters into the history of
Mississippi River music complete with
Rag time, jazz, blues, and of course,
Rock and Roll with Elvis Presley.

The last portion of the museum deals
with the physical aspects of the river
and its surroundings. The ‘‘River
Gallery’ has a tank full of catfish and
other river creatures and television
screens detailing the environment of
the Mississippi River.

The museum is truly a walk through
history on the river. The only problem
is that the museum will be closed at
the end of the 1990 season in order to
re-organize the museum into ten music
related attractions. The consensus of
museum employes is that they are
‘‘saddened.”’

It is possible that with more support
and attendance the Mississippi River
Museum will remain open and intact.
The museum is located on Mud Island,
it is open from 10:00 a.m. to 3:30
p.m., and the price of admission is
$6.00 to enter Mud Island and the
River Museum.
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EDITORIAL

A Humble Proposal

by Scott Naugler, Co-editor

The racial issue is once again flaring up on college campuses, the most recent
exacerbating event being that of the fraternity ‘‘prank’” at Ole Miss. One might
be likely to dismiss the event, saying that it occurred in Mississippi, knowing that
Mississippi is a state where racial enmity is so much more prevalent than in other
parts of America. This may be so, but it underlines the problem we face today:
civil rights legislation has been passed, but the social structure is an ‘‘institution’’
much more recalcitrant to change. What more can we do to change the social climate
so that not only are civil rights supported by legislation, but also by social acceptance?

This is indeed a puzzle, but there is a solution. The way out is simply to erase
race differences. Make it mandatory that all children from now on have interracial
parents. We would pass laws to the effect that members of the racial majority may
only have children with members of the racial minorities, and contrarywise. I know
this would take a few generations to make the racial paste all one color in America,
but the problem has been going on for more than a few generations, and that seems
a small price to pay for racial equality in all aspects of society, legislative and social.

Of course, to make the plan fully effective, we would also have to make different
“‘sub-cultures’” of both minorities and majorities mate together to eradicate, say,
the differences between the Southern “‘race’’ and the Northeast ‘‘race.’’ And there
would have to be children whose parents were, for example, a Hell’s Angel and
a Kennedy to iron out the class discrepancies (as many minorities are said to con-
tribute heavily to the ‘‘lower element’’). But, as I said, after a few generations a
racial homogeneity would be achieved.

The consequences of implementing such a plan are tremendous. No longer would
we have political candidates pledging contradictory things to different minorities
(and the majority), because there would be no minorities. Many political issues at
hand now would simply disappear. For example, the problem of providing good
education to minority groups. And colleges and employers would no longer have
to worry about recruiting a percentage of minorities into their body.

The social implications are equally commendable. No one would even have to
worry about being prejudiced anymore, because there would be nothing to be pre-
judiced about.

One problem remains, and that is that America (as a policy) allows minority groups
to immigrate, which would destroy the balance of race. We could, of course, make
it the law that all minorities must continue to have children with the majority, but
there is a simpler solution: we make the original plan a worldwide one. After a
couple of generations, there will be no more Russians, Poles, Jews, or Americans.
We would all be the same. '

This obviously solves most of the world’s problems. A cold war with the Soviet
Union would be ridiculous if we were the same race as they were. Territorial boun-
daries need not be observed, since everyone would be one big happy family.

And to make the transition to a homogeneous race feasible, we could throw out
all evidence that a segregation of races ever existed. For example, we could destroy
all Western ‘‘civilized’’ (the previous majority) art, as well as all art produced by
minority races (the blues, the technology of the Japanese, etc.). That way no race
could be looked down upon because it did not contribute to ‘‘high culture.”” As
soon as the race differences were eradicated, all culture would be attributed to the
majority, which would include everyone in the world.

To show the further goodness of this plan, there would be no difference in food
preference in different parts of the world (we all being the same), and so we could
concentrate on producing the kind of food that would make everyone happy. The
same sentiment applies to every aspect of the standard of living—because everyone
would desire the same things, thus providing a uniform standard of living around
the world. (As one can see, this takes care of exploitation of labor in third world
countries.)

To make things even better, the same moral standards (relatively) would apply
to everyone in the world, and we could thus forego condemnation of other coun-
tries for their atrocious moral practices. i

Homogeneity of race (and taken further, of class, religious persuasion, and political
stance) could only make the world a better place. After all, no one could condemn
anyone for anything, because we would all be the same.

Guest Editorial

Embryonic Faux Pas

by Mark Albright
Moral Conscience

A Tennessee judge recently gave
custody of a batch of embryos to a
woman, despite protests from her ex-
husband, the father of said embryos.
The Judge Young ruled that the em-
bryos are life forms, and have the right
to live. The woman will now attempt
to give birth to and raise at least one
of the embryos, against the wishes of
the father. This could only happen in
the South.

Forgive me for seeming insensitive,
but I have a really hard time sym-
pathizing with these embryos.
Granted, they are potential life forms,
perhaps even future life forms (if the
mother decides to thaw them out). But
to ascribe to them rights equal to those
of their parents is taking this whole
pro-life thing a little too far. Also, if
we are to grant the right to life to one
of them, then we certainly must do so
for all of them. They froze several em-
bryos to allow the mother to keep try-
ing until she successfully bore a child.
Now it seems to me that if all the em-
bryos have the right to life, then the
mother is obligated to attempt to bear
all of them. This does not appear to
be her intent. She could end up with
a litter of up to seven children.

Another important issue in all of this
is the man’s rights as father of the em-
bryos. With the abortion issue I can
see that the woman has a little more
to say than the man since she’s the one
who has to go through the pregnancy.
But in this case the man’s rights as
father are clearly equal to those of the
mother. Regardless of what the courts
say, he will be the biological father of
a child, against his will. The father
will be perfectly justified in feeling
morally responsible for this child. At
the moment of divorce, he declared
complete separation from his wife. For
a parent to claim the right to have
children by her ex-spouse after the
divorce is ludicrous. The father made
the decision to separate himself from
his wife, but these eggs could haunt
him forever. Seitling over the joint
bank account is one thing, but this
gives new meaning to the term ‘tak-
ing him for all he’s worth.’

It saddens me to think what this
decision does to the pro-choice move-
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ment and abortion. A frozen embryo
has got to be about the earliest stage
of childbirth worth considering. If this
precedent sticks, things will be tougher
for women who want (or need) to have
abortions. This decision also goes
along way to downplay the rights of
men in the whole childbirth issue.
But isn’t it fun living in the modern
world? We’ve moved beyond the old

child-custody problems to bigger and
better ones. We now have law suits
over custody of eggs and men father-
ing children by their ex-wives after the
divorce. I wonder what we’ll see next.
Men and women will be afraid to do
anything long-lasting together for fear
of getting a divorce. And will it some-
day be illegal to throw away used
condoms?

lliegal

they had no warrant. But we would
still all agree that the murderer should
be caught. By refusing to be hassled,
we were not condoning the crime, but
condemning the action to stop the
crime. Similarly, I don’t think we
would condone forced random blood
tests of people walking in the mall to
stop the use of illegal drugs in this
country. ‘

Furthermore, there is something in-
herently wrong with a system that
preaches innocence until proven

(Continued from Page 1

guilty, yet in its actions practices a
method which surely must be presum-
ing guilt or else there would be no
need for such methods. As drivers, we
are forced to prove our sobriety in
these random stops, though there has

been no reason to doubt our sobriety. .

It is my hope that the Supreme Court
will uphold our freedom from
unreasonable searches when there is
not just cause to stop us, whether we
are guilty or innocent of driving under
the influence.

CORRECTION:

The editors regret that Doug Kil-
day’s position was misstated in last
week’s issue. The correct statement
is as follows:

‘I feel that the new policy is un-
fair to honest students and
misleading to other colleges and
graduate schools. An honest student
who fails to meet Rhodes’ academic

standards is suspended from the col-
lege. That suspension appears on a
transcript. A student who is expell-
ed for cheating is treated with the
status of a withdrawn student. This
standard places a higher value on
grades than honesty. Also, the
policy misleads other colleges and
graduate schools to believe that an
expelled student left Rhodes in good
standing.”’

The Sou’wester is the official
student newspaper of Rhodes Col-
lege. It is published every Thursday
throughout the fall and spring
semesters with the exception of
holidays and exam periods. The of-
fice is #10 in the Briggs Student
Center. Staff meetings are held there
each Tuesday night at 6:00 and all
students are welcome to attend.

Interested parties are encouraged
to write letters to the Editor, which
may be delivered to the office or
sent via campus mail. Any letter for
publication may be edited for clarity,
length, or libelous content.

Student publications at Rhodes are
governed by the Publications Board -
— the Editor-in-Chief and Asst.
Editor are the elected representatives
of that Board. The opinions express-
ed in editorials and featured columns
are those of the editors and con-
tributing writers and do not
necessary tepresent the official view-
points of Rhodes College.

National advertising representatives
are CASS Communications,
American Passage, and College
Media Placement Services.
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