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‘When Harvard University’s (Cam-
bridge, MA) presidential search commit-
tee chose Lawrence H. Summers—fresh
from the ranks of partisan politics—as
president last spring, they tooka risk they
might be inviting politics into Massachu-
setts Hall. Indeed, the new president has
graced many political columns. But in
an odd twist for the President Clinton
appointee, Summers has found favor --
and not disparagement — with colum-
nists from the Right. While Summers
was making headlines for his calls for
greater patriotism in academia and his
spat with Fletcher University professor
Cornel West, conservative editorial pages
and columnists praised signs that he was
the leader who could provide a needed
lesson to out-of-touch, politically correct
and knee-jerkingly liberal Harvard.

More than 800 faculty membersand
students from all 22 California State
universities attended a demonstration
Saturday afternoon against CSU Chan-
cellor Charles Reed at the Marriott Ho-
tel on Fourth Street in San Francisco.
Reed was to address the American
Council on Education inside the hotel
that day. The demonstration, sponsored
by the California Faculty Association,
was in response to a report recently is-
sued by the California Postsecondary
Education Commission, which said
CSU faculty havea ten percent salary gap
compared to other universities in the
public sector. The faculty will hold its
own strike if CSU does not meet with
them for negotiation.

At least three current or former
Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (Cambridge, MA) students, in-
cluding former section editors of The
Tech, have been subpoenaed to be de-
posed in the lawsuit against MIT filed
by the parents of Elizabeth H. Shin,
whose recent death has shaken MIT’s
campus. DeLuca confirmed that he had
subpoenaed James Paris, a student
named in the complaint as having
alerted MIT authorities of Shin’s suicidal
nature on several occasions. While ques-
tioning journalists under oath regard-
ing unpublished information could have

' possible First Amendment implications,
DeLuca said that the students would be
able to decline to answer questionsabout
information they believe to be privileged.

Celebration of Black History Month clouded by racism

By Wes Harwell
Staff Writer

Black History Month has been
in existence since 1926 and, since its
inception, has been a forum in
which the African-American com-
munity celebrates its history and
raises awareness of African-Ameri-
can accomplishments, culture, and
history. According to J.D. Mitchell
(‘04), the month also allows for rec-
ognition that African-Americans
“have our own culture that is dis-
tinct because of our experiences.” It
also helps non-African-Americans
“develop a better sense and appre-
ciation of that culture in our cur-
rent society.” This year, however,
Black History Month has been
fraught with more controversy than
any in recent memory. That Rhodes
has been dealing with the affects of
its internal racial problems for quite
some time is fairly well known and
documented; however, in recent
weeks these tensions have come to
a head.

As part of its commitment to
raising the awareness of all students
at Rhodes College to the impor-
tance of Black History Month, the
Black Student Association posted
fliers reminding the student body of
the significance of the month and
the prejudice and suffering with
which their predecessors have dealt
over the years. Many of these fliers
contained stark pictures of lynch-
ing, torture, and barbarous treat-

ment on the part of whites in the
past, as well as, clear examples of the
macabre fascination that those
events engendered even among the
young.

Still more controversial in the
opinion of many students was the
use of the term “African American
Holocaust.” These fliers, one part of
a larger publicity campaign, have
caused many Caucasian students on
campus to feel that there is a real bit-
terness on campus on the part of the
African-American community that
seeks to hold them culpable for the
misdeeds of their ancestors. While
this idea is nothing new in itself, this
type of discussion quickly grew
heated within the Rhodes Commu-
nity and especially on the Bulletin
Board.

Most African-American stu-
dents feel that the BSA signs were
warranted expressions of black his-
tory that should not go unrecog-
nized in the celebration of black
history. According to Shayla White
(‘03), BSA’s Publicity Chair, “The
posters were not really meant to be
confrontational. For Black History
Month they helped get recognition
of the activities and events of the
month. The signs were also meant
to show people exactly why they
were so adamant about changing
things at Rhodes, especially its ra-
cial climate.”

White also thinks that Black His-
tory Month should be more about

The Rhodes Chinesse and Asian Studies Program, the Department of For-
eign Languages and Literature, All Students Interested in Asia, and Rhodes
Multicultural Affairs sponsored a celebration of the Chinese New Year on
Saturday, February 9 in the ballroom of the Bryan Campus Life Center.
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“giving an accurate description of
what African-American History
truly is, and that means showing the
pleasant and the unpleasant sides of
black history.

This sentiment is echoed by nu-
merous other students black and
white at Rhodes, and as Lorraine
Ward (‘05) explained, “While you
shouldn’t focus only on the negative,
you should acknowledge that [op-
pression of blacks] did happen and
in some ways still is happening.
They should have incorporated
some of the positive events in Black
History though in the fliers. They

aren’t doing this [for sympahty];
they just want to be treated like
people.”

The controversy that was
sparked by those signs was evident
in more ways than just on the bul-
letin board, however. Many of the
fliers were ripped down, almost cer-
tainly on account of their content,
there have been at least two recent
documented cases of vandalism
against African-American students
vehicles on campus, and there have
been several instances of hate mail
issued to certain African-American
students.

The world today: international news updates

By Frances Rabalais
Executive Assistant

Attorney General John
Ashcroft warned Americans on
Tuesday about a possible terrorist
attack. The FBI acquired infor-
mation from U.S. forces in Af-
ghanistan and detainees in
Guantanamo Bay regarding a
Yemeni or Saudi Arabian man
and his associates who may be
planning the attack. One of the
suspects of the threat of attack
is Yemeni Fawaz Yahya al-
Rabeei.

Former Yugoslav leader
Slobodan Milosevic’s trial for

crimes against humanity in
Croatia and Kosovo and for
genocide in Bosnia began Tues-
day. This trial, the largest war
crimes trial since World War I1, is
expected to last two years. In a
show of contempt for the trial,
Milosevic chose not to have a de-
fense counsel and deemed the
charges a conspiracy by the West.
Milosevic is accused of massa-
cring, deporting, and imprisoning
thousands of Bosnian Muslims.
Monday President Bush out-
lined his health care agenda, which
could be an important issue in this
year’s congressional elections.

Bush wants to renovate the health
care system by passing a patients’
bill of rights, increasing funds to
combat bioterrorism, adopting a
prescription drug benefit for the
elderly, and opening community
health care centers to serve low-
income Americans.

Monday marked the 23rd an-
niversary of the Islamic Revolu-
tion, and in commemoration,
Iranians rallied all over Iran,
protesting President Bush’s dec-
laration of Iran as an “axis of
evil” in his State of the Union
address. Iranians carrying anti-
U.S. banners and burning effi-

gies of Uncle Sam objected to U.
S. accusations that Iran has
smuggled weapons to Palestinians
and undermined Afghanistan’s
new government.

After Palestinians fired a
Qassam-2 rocket into Israel on
Sunday, Israel responded by
launching air strikes and entering
the West Bank on Monday. Be-
cause the Qassam-2 rockets are
powerful enough to hit Israeli cit-
ies when launched from the West
Bank, Israel sees the missiles as an
escalation in fighting between the
two groups.

Compiled from CNN.com.
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Upon reading the article and
opinion in last week’s Sou’wester
and hearing several testimonies
from witnesses and gossipers re-
garding the Senator Gramm pro-
tests, we, the protestors, find
necessity in responding to the asser-
tions presented. Before addressing
the claims made by those individu-
als, we hope to clarify the purpose
of the protests. Our approach was
not to stifle expression, but rather
to generate more diversified expres-
sion by presenting views that ques-
tion the validity of what the senator
supports and embodies: He was go-
ing to give his speech with or with-
out us, and we had no intention of
commandeering the lecture, but in-
stead letting him and the audience
know that we believe his attitudes
to be reprehensible. See the New
York Times, the Washington Post,and
other publications for substantia-
tion.

True, the lecture was meant to
be a forum for Senator Phil Gramm
to communicate his ideological
views, but when confronted with
the blatantly pernicious attitudes of
such a person, we must be prepared
to confront him or her with pro-
tests. We do not distinguish him as
an “evil” person, just exceptionally
objectionable. We contest that pro-
tests are a valid form of dissent, es-
pecially in this case in which a
controversial and unsympathetic
character receives the opportunity
to express his or her views to sev-
eral classes and the whole student
body. We understand that a critical
approach was and continues to be
necessary in Gramm’s case. He has
the right to speak, and we have the
right to be vocal in opposition.

The non-profit research group

The Sou’wester would like to
join the administration and most
Rhodes students in deploring the
recent acts of racism that have been
committed on campus. The van-
dalism to cars owned by African
American students, and the use of
BSA posters, removed from walls,
to send hate mail, are events that
simply should not happen, ever.

Inherently, racism is an opin-
ion that stems from ignorance. It
is a reaction, based in fear, to sur-
face differences, and is the sign of
an unexamined mind. Because
racism is a product of ignorance,
it is especially injurious at an in-
stitution of higher learning. We

Letter to the editor

Public Citizen has reported on the
senator and his wife’s abundant con-
nections to deregulation of energy
futures trading and Enron’s manipu-
lation of energy availability that con-
tributed to an increase in rolling
blackouts in California one to six
months (June to December 2000)
before the passage of the Gramm-
sponsored bill to 38 in the next six
months (until June 2001). The bill’s
carte blanche, laissez-faire approach
to Enron and similar corporations
affected more than the millions of
Californians without energy, includ-
ing businesses that failed. Lauren
Glas (’03), a Washington state resi-
dent, commented that she believes
protests to be a valid form of dissent,
and she denounced the fabricated
energy crisis for doubling her state’s
energy costs. The western states bore
the burden of the debacle, facing in-
creased cost and their own energy
shortages. She elaborated that Sena-
tor Gramm’s message denied diver-
sity in ways of being in the world,
assuming that all should measure up
to certain standards, such as having
a college degree.

Admittedly, to what most people
have objected was the style of pro-
test. Granted, the interruptions were
misplaced and presented in a criti-
cal tone. The first person, a Rhodes
alumnus concerned about who lec-
tures and teaches classes here, initi-
ated the interruption too soon. He
was supposed to wait until a more
appropriate time. In that respect,
and in that respect only, do we rec-
ognize a flaw in the protest. How-
ever, disruptive protest is meant to
confront people with the problems
they are unwilling to address. Being
critical of the speaker was justified
because he has ruined lives and con-

tributed to thousands of deaths
worldwide. He voted for the war
against Afghanistan, opposes equal
rights for African-Americans, con-
dones environmental destruction,
supported NAFTA, which has further
impoverished already struggling
southern and rural Mexicans, and has
contributed to the aforementioned
energy crisis and Enron scandal. As
much disruption as he has facilitated,
we believe he should tolerate, or at
least withstand, a little reproach. We
lament the discomfort of self-evalu-
ation, but we do not apologize for
wrestling with the destructive atti-
tudes within our society.

Before and after the lecture
protests were calm and direct:
holding signs, greeting people as
they entered and exited, and dis-
tributing information about
Senator Gramm’s record. In the
ballroom, the only actions were
to confront the speaker with his
own record and his dubious con-
nections to deregulation, the west
coast’s energy crises, and the
scandalous Enron collapse. All
measures were intended to ques-
tion his actions and the fluff and
pomp of a speech entitled, “The
American System: Nothing Like
It in the World.”

Allow us to correct some
common misconceptions. The
three individuals who confronted
Senator Gramm’s attitudes and
actions at the beginning of his
speech were not students. They
were former students and con-
cerned Memphians who decided
to join us in criticizing the sena-
tor. Also, distinctions must be
made between Campus Green, a
diversely oriented environmental
group on campus, and College

Editorial of The Sou’wester

come to Rhodes to expand our
knowledge of canonized learning, as
well as of ourselves. In order for this
to happen, we must strive for an en-
vironment of open-mindedness and
equality. Acts such as the ones com-
mitted against our fellow students
are insidious to this environment,
and thus to our education.

More importantly, these are acts
committed against people. The stu-
dents who were acted upon are
members of our community: people
who share our love for the college
and our experience here. They are
our friends, our roommates, and
our significant others. They orga-
nize campus events, lead campus or-

ganizations, spend sleepless nights
studying, search for parking places,
and cannot quite fit all of their stuff
into adorm room. In other words,
they are Rhodes students.

The aforementioned events
demonstrate perfectly the coward-
ice that characterizes racism. The
acts were personally offensive to
the students who were victimized
by them and were anonymous.
The perpetrator’s actions focused
not on issues but on specific
people, which was not only a dis-
service to the individual, but to
Rhodes as an entity. In addition, all
involved were unwilling to associate
themselves with the actions. This re-

Greens, the Rhodes chapter of
Campus Greens, the national
body of Green Party students
and faculty. Rhodes Campus
Green was not directly involved
in the protests. Tim Moreland
states, “Campus Green did not
advertise, discuss, plan, or par-
ticipate in the Phil Gramm -ac-
tion.” Some of its members are
College Greens and sympathetic
students, but, as an organiza-
tion, Campus Green was not in-
volved. To those concerned,
Calvert Tooley apologizes for the
mistake. Also, College Greens
was not the sole organizing
group. Concerned citizens and
groups from the Memphis area
participated and organized the
protest, including the Mid-
South Peace and Justice Center,
Shelby County Greens, and
Voices for Peace.

Furthermore, the audience
was not entirely appreciative of
Gramm’s speech. Though a mi-
nority, they were significant

‘enough to present the senator

with the vast majority of ques-
tions. All but a few of the 20 or
so questions were critical. Also,
the senator’s speech evidenced a
callous, unsympathetic attitude
toward the disadvantaged and
oppressed in our society and our
world. “If you don’t have a col-
lege degree, today, in this coun-
try, there’s something wrong
with you.” “We’re not going to
run out of anything. ... There’s
no such thing as a finite re-
source.”

See Letter,
Page 7

fusal to own up to actions shows a
fear of retribution. This fear indi-
cates an understanding of the action
as a misdeed. After all, individuals
are comprised of their opinions and
actions, and our understanding of
each other stems from our knowl-
edge of these factors in others.
These anonymous actions were
committed with malicious intent,
and with the design to prevent the
association of opinions and ac-
tions with those who hold them.

It is the opinion of The
Sou’wester that these opinions are
not well-founded, and that the ac-
tions that evidenced them were
hateful and cowardly.
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Can you say the word vagina?

Say the word vagina. Come on,
say it. Vagina. I bet some of you
did not do it. Be honest with your-
self: why not? Is it because vagina
is usually a word you are not sup-
posed to say? People make up
nicknames to avoid the word all of
the time, but people tell penis
jokes in public without hesitation.
This is one reason that I am in The
Vagina Monologues.

Last year, I helped with the set
design for the monologues, but I
was not actually in the mono-
logues myself. I guess maybe that

I was afraid to get in front of
Rhodes College and say vagina.
This year is the second perfor-
mance of the monologues, and I
wanted to help a fellow Bonner
Scholar with a project and so I told
Jennifer Marshall that I would au-
dition. At the auditions we ran-
domly chose monologues based
on the titles: My piece was the Re-
claiming Cunt monologue. Saying
cunt on stage in front of girls that
you have just met is a little nerve
racking, but I did it. I am not
reading Reclaiming Cunt, instead
I am playing an old lady in The
Flood, which I think is more suited
to my own personality.

The other reason I am in The
Vagina Monologues is to hang out
with girls. I usually do not get
along with other girls. Through-
out my life most of my friends
have been guys. Most of the girls

that I do get along with also do not
get along with other girls. Itisa
weird situation to be in because as
women we share common experi-
ences but for various reasons we
are not friends. I noticed that at
the dress rehearsal Sunday night
all of the cast members were start-
ing to feel comfortable around
each other. I guess The Vagina
Monologues forces us to feel com-
fortable with each other. I mean
we all have vaginas, but not only
that, we laugh, cry, get angry, and
moan together.

Last year, I think some people
were offended by The Vagina
Monologues. 1 am not really sure
why. For one thing a vagina is an-
other part of the body. It is not
something to be ashamed of. No
one makes me feel guilty if I say
finger or toe in front of children,
but with the word vagina I have to

whisper or make up a stupid name
to conceal what I am talking
about.

The idea of the monologues
is that if we can make women
comfortable saying the word va-
gina, then we are one step closer
to making a woman feel com-
fortable admitting when she has
been raped. Right now a woman
is still made to believe that
somehow it is her fault if she is
raped, either because of who she
is, what she wore, or who she has
slept with in the past. So men
and women of Rhodes College,
do not be offended by the va-
gina, embrace the vagina, love
the vagina, whether your own or
someone else’s.

If hearing the word vagina or
cunt or poonani is not enough
to draw you and your friends to
The Vagina Monologues, maybe

This article is a piece of

Par DUGAN
Apathy of Work

...pre-school...kindergarten
.elementary
school...extracurricular activi-
ties junior high
school...extracurricular
activities...high
school...extracurricular
activities...senior week—ah,
rest... summer job...summer
job...summerjob...summer job,going
back a coupla years ...college or
university...extracurricular
activities. . .starta resume. ..work on the
resume...summer job...job during
the school year, part-time, full-
time, whatever...social activism, a
modicum...still in college/
university...double-major...meeting
with advisor...homework ...home-
work. .. homework. ..homework, going
backlord-knows-how-long. . .social life,
make friends, at least 7...k.it.: keep in
touch. . .keep in touch, going back a few
years. . .steady heterosexual or non-chal-
lenging homosexual relationship. . .part-
time job, looking to the future, to the
full-time job around the corner, to
the pension around the

next...extracurriculars on Tuesday
and Thursday. . .study groups Monday
and Wednesday...Friday, Saturday,
compartmentalized fun—ah,
rest...summer job...applications for
medical school, law school...grades
not so good, okay, look for
alternatives...still try for
medlawschool...summer job, now
full-time...internship...watch a
movie once a month, outside read-
ing—have something to talk about
with_your contemporary associ-
ates at the school and at the
work...refined sleeping hours, 2
hopeful, but not likely, 8 ridicu-
lous, absurd, lack of productiv-
ity, oppressive...4-6 ideal...the
capitalist martini: enlightened
self-interest with a splash of so-

cialist/protestant work
ethic...enlightened self-interest
not being teleological

enough...socialism not being
enough motivation for the wide
power base...summer job begin-
ning to get fun...form a bowling
team with coworkers...smoke a
joint—ah! don’t inhale for too
long...spiritual reassurance...go
back to the Bible...chapter a day
before mock trial...or before stu-
dent government...help retards or
black kids or old people or home-
less people...and then forget about
them so you can work hard

again....classes, tests, papers...classes,
tests, papers...classes, tests, pa-
pers, going back more than a few
years... the dead white guys know
all—listen, regurgitate; no need to
inculcate because it’s already
been...call up an old friend...ask
about their summer job, their
part-time job, their full-time job,
ask how their resume is coming
along...ask what their majors
are...share an interesting story
about your choice of majors, an in-
teresting story about your 2", 3%, or
4™ best friend, an interesting story
about your summer job or your
part-time job or your full-time
job...hang up on your old friend
and go to work...get measured for
your cap and for your gown as
well...order invitations...invite
people for money...(cough)
whore...HAVE A BEAUTIFUL
NIGHT FULL OF SNOW AND
FUN AND FRIENDS AND
WAKE UP. ODDS ARE YOU
MIGHT GET OUT OF SCHOOL
FOR ONE—BRIEF—DAY—DO
NOT BE DISAPPOINTED
THAT THE PINNACLE OF
BUREACRACY HAS BEEN
REACHED AND IT IS THIS:
SOMEONE (NAMELESS, FACE-
LESS) IN A DESK SOMEWHERE
(TIMELESS, SPACELESS) decided
THAT A FEW HOURS IN A

STURDY WOODEN DESK
WITH A BORING TEACHER
TEN FEET AWAY WHO MIGHT
AS WELL BE TEN MILES AWAY—
YES, THESE FEW HOURS ARE
clearly, empirically, verifiably better
FOR YOU AND FOR THE COL-
LEGE THAN THE TIME YOU
MIGHT WHILE AWAY IN THE
SNOW...FUN? WHO SAID ANY-
THING ABOUT FUN? MORALE?
WE DON’T HAVE TIME FOR MO-

RALE... don’t pretend to think you .

know why decisions get made the
way they get madeand get back towrit-
ing your resume...send it off...just in
time to get to your last frorority
meeting. . .graduation. . .valedictorian. ...
magna cum loud, summa cum
louder...married or at least
looking...moving on to the real
world...thank God and the Bible
to be out of the fake
world...wasn’t it annoying and
unimportant compared to kids,
to family, to church bible study
groups and marriage counseling
meetings? Being a soccer mom is
not a bad thing...watching soap
operas or sports is a good way to
pass the time and to relieve
stress...sex is okay, but not to
excess...it might compromise
the working relation between
you and your spouse...plan for
children, be sure you have

chocolate vaginas will. Some of
the women involved (and their
boyfriends) have spént hours
slaving in kitchens making
chocolate vaginas on a stick. You
can buy them for a dollar. This
year we are charging a five-dol-
lar admission in order to meet
the goal of raising six thousand
dollars for a local woman’s shel-
ter and for a new group on cam-
pus for men against the rape of
women.

There will be three shows
this week on Wednesday, Thurs-
day, and Friday at 8:00 p.m. in
Blount Auditorium (that is in
Buckman, the building with all
of the computers). You might
want to come early to get a seat
because last year it filled up fast.
And just think about it... if my
grandmother can come, so can
you.

@

enough money...check out good
schools, move if you must, your
baby’s going to be a smart one,
an artist maybe...and check
their pre-school, their kinder-
garten, their junior high school,
their high school, their
college...boy, you've done a
good job...take a two-week va-
cation to the island of your
choice...your SUV will be safe in
the airport parking lot as long as
you apply the club...I’'m a hun-
dred words short...does anyone
read this crap? I’d be stupid to
think there are people reading
my opinion when I don’t read
anyone else’s...I’d be vulgar or
perform an interpretive dance if
the medium allowed for it, but
clearly, I am restricted...so if
this sucks, as I am ready to ad-
mit, just go grab a brownie or
some cereal, if you’re in the
refectory...and if you’re not, go
hang out with a racist campus
safety officer or with an uptight
Rhodes bureaucrat...If you can’t
find one, go look! One place you
won’t find them—the places
where Rhodents are keying ra-
cial slurs on cars...no one really
goes there.

Editor’s note: This article has
not been edited at the writer’s re-
quest.


















