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Wood And Mcllwaine Are 
Commencement Speakers 

Two distinguished alumni of Southwest­
ern will speak during the Commencement 
Week. 

The Reverend B. 0. ·wood, Pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of San An­
gelo, Texas, will deliver the Baccalaureate 
Sermon on Sunday, May 29; and Profes­
sor Shields Mcllwaine, of the New York 
State Teachers College at Albany, will be 
Alumni Day Guest of Honor and will speak 
after the Alumni Buffet Supper on May 30. 

Dr. Wood is a member of the class of 
1914 and will be celebrating the thirty-fifth 
anniversary of his graduation. In addition 
to his B.A. degree, he also took his theo­
logical training at Southwestern and re­
ceived the B.D. degree. The college was 
then Southwestern Presbyterian University 
and was located in Clarksville, T ennessee. 

The Presbyterians of Texas have con­
ferred upon him the highest honors. He 
was Moderator of the Synod in 1924, and 
he is at present on the Board of Trustees 
of the Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
at Austin and of the Schreiner Institute at 

. Kerrville. 

Dr. Wood's career as a minister has been 
very unusual in that he has remained in his 
present pastorate for twenty-seven years. 
He began his ministry in 1915 at Abbeville, 
Louisiana, and in 1922 accepted the call to 
his present pastorate. 

The Baccalaureate exercises will be held, 
as usual, in the Second Presbyterian Church 
of Memphis. 

Professor Mcllwaine is well-known to a 
great many Southwestern alumni. He grad­
uated from the college in 1924 and was on 
the faculty at Southwestern from 19 31 to 
1940. During this latter period he became 
widely known in the Mid-South through 
his book reviews, articles, and addresses. 

It was also during this period that he 
realized the possibilities of the colorful past 
of Memphis as material for a book. The 
outcome was Memphis Down in Dixie, the 
interesting and excellent sketch of the city 
which was published last year. 

Professor Mciiwaine is the author of an­
other book of a somewhat different nature. 
His The Southern Poor White: From Lub­
berland to Tobacco Road grew out of 
scholarly research in American literature. 
He holds the master's and doctor's degrees 
from the University of Chicago and has 
been teaching in New York State since 1940. 

The m;my friends of both of these well­
known alumni are especially invited to at­
tend the Commencement Exercises and to 
help honor in particular these two speakers. 

INAUGURATION OF 
SCHEDULED FOR 

PRESIDENT RHODES IS 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 

Four Synods Invited 
To Attend Ceremonies 

The four synods of Alabama, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Tennessee have been in­
vited to hold their annual meetings in Mem­
phis this fall in order to participate in the 
Southwestern Centennial Celebration and 
the inauguration ceremonies of President­
elect Rhodes. 

The administration of Southwestern feels 
that it is most appropriate that they gather 
at the home of the college which they have 
served and which has served them for so 
many years as it celebrates its first cen­
tennial. It is equally appropriate that they 

FACTS ABOUT THE PRESIDENT-ELECT 
President-elect Rhodes is 49 years old. 
He is tall and athletic-looking-six 

feet one inch in height. 
He was born in Crozet, Virginia. 
He took his B.A., M.A., and Ph.D . 

degrees at the University of Virginia. 
He married Miss Alice Boisseau Archer, 

of Hermitage, Virginia. 
He came to Southwestern as Associate 

Professor in 1926. 
He was made full Professor in 1929. 
He taught Spanish in the University 

of Virginia summer school annually until 
after the beginning of the War. 

He has served as Vice-President of 
Southwestern for six years. 

He is an elder in Idlewild Presbyterian 
Church. 

be present as the new president of the col­
lege officially begins his administration. 

As the News goes to press, three of the 
synods, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Tennes­
see, have accepted the invitation of the col­
lege and will hold their meetings in Mem­
phis September 20 and 21. (These dates are 
tentative and subject to change). 

The plans call for the Synod of Louisiana 
to hold its meetings and transact its busi­
ness at Evergreen Presbyterian Church; the 
Synod of Mississippi at the Idlewild Pres­
byterian Church; and the Synod of Ten­
nessee at the First or Second Presbyterian 
Church. 

On the evenings of September 20 and 21 
<til the representatives of the synod will gather 
in mass meetings to hear addresses. 

Thursday, September 22, will be given 
entirely to the inauguration ceremonies. 

Centennial Celebration 
To Come At Same Time 
The inauguration of Dr. Peyton Nalle 

Rhodes as President of Southwestern will 
take place on Thursday, September 22, 
probably on the campus, according to an 
announcement just released by President 
Diehl. The date is tentative, however, and 
subject to change. 

The formal celebration of Southwestern's 
Centennial will be held at the same time, 
thus combining two occasions which are 
major events in the life of any college. 

The committee in charge of the celebra­
tion is not yet ready to release details, for 
the reason that certain features of the pro­
gram are tentative; but it can be said that 
three speakers of international prominence 
are scheduled to make addresses and that 
there will be a very colorful and imposing 
academic procession. Scores of American 
colleges and universities-and probably sev­
eral foreign universities-will be repre­
sented. Dinners and other events of the 
kind with full programs of speech and 
music will be on the schedule. 

The major activities will center in three 
days. On the evening of September 20 a 
nationally prominent minister will deliver 
an address with representatives of the four 
synods, the college community, guests of the 
college, and the general public composing 
the audience. 

On the evening of Wednesday, Septem­
ber 21, there will be a second address by 
a speaker of national prominence. 

Culminating the ceremonies will be the 
installation of the new president on Thurs­
day morning, September 22, with addresses 
by Prtsident Rhodes and at least one other 
speaker, whose identity has not yet been 
made known. 

Truman Appoints Diehl 
To Naval Academy Board 

President Charles E. Diehl has been ap­
pointed to membership on the Board of 
Vi.sitors of the Naval Academy at An­
napolis. The appointment was made by 
President Truman. 

The Board met at Annapolis on 
April 19 for a week's study of the cur­
riculum and the moral and physical pro­
gram of the Academy. 

The Board has a membership of fifteen, 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Choice. Of Rhodes As 
President Acclaimed 

Friends of Southwestern throughout the 
nation have joined the people of Memphis 
and the campus community in acclaiming the 
selection of Professor Peyton Nalle Rhodes 
as the thirteenth president of the college. 

By universal opinion, he is the man best 
qualified for the position. After a two-year 
search for a president, during which many 
prospects were interviewed, the Board of 
Directors agreed that Professor Rhodes was 
the best man in the country to succeed Pres• 
ident Diehl. In this opinion President Diehl 
heartily concurs. 

It is reassuring to all concerned that Pro· 
fessor Rhodes is a definitely known quantity. 
He has been at Southwestern for twenty· 
three years as Professor of Physics, the last 
six of which he served also as Vice-President. 
During this time his character, his academic 
point of view, and his ability as an executive 
have become thoroughly known and have 
impressed themselves most favorably upon 
all who have known him. 

In commenting recently on his qualifica· 
tions for the position, President Diehl put, at 
the top of the list, "rock-ribbed integrity." 
There are moral and intellectual areas in 
which Professor Rhodes realizes there must 
be no compromise. 

"He is," continued Dr. Diehl, "genuinely 
devoted to intelligent Christian ideals. He 
believes wholeheartedly in the educational 
ideals of Southwestern and is well acquainted 
with the currents in academic theory and 
practice which characterize the present-day 
American college world." 

Professor Rhodes is also highly qualified 
by background and experience. A Virginian, 
he was educated at the University of Virginia, 
where his high scholarship won him member• 
ship in Phi Beta Kappa. He continued at 
Virginia for his master's and doctor's degrees. 

It is appropriate that he should be, and is, 
broadly educated rather than narrowly spec· 
ialized. He took his master's in chemistry, 
his Ph. D. in physics, and has all along main· 
tained an active interest in the fields of 
literature and other liberal arts. Until the last 
few years he has returned to Virginia every 
summer to teach Spanish at his Alma Mater. 

Commenting further on the choice, Dr. 
Diehl said, "It gives me a feeling of relief, 
indeed one of deep satisfaction, to t.urn over 
the duties of my office to the man who, in my 
judgment, is best qualified for the position." 

Dr. Rhodes will assume his new duties on 
July 1 and will carry with him the earnest 
good wishes of friends of Southwestern every• 
where. 

TRUMAN APPOINTS DIEHL 
(Continued from page 1) 

of whom six are appointed by President 
Truman. The others are named by the 
Speaker of the House and the President 
of the Senate. 

The name of Dr. Diehl was recommended 
to the President by Senator Estes Kefauver 
of Tennessee. 
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' 
�-�~� The Rhodes family in the Hubert F. Fisher Memorial Garden. Left to right: Joseph; Professor 

Rhodes' mother, Mrs. Harry Peyton Rhodes; Professor and Mrs Peyton Nalle Rhodes. 

Memphis Papers Pay High 
Compliments To Rhodes 
The following editorials appeared in the 

two Memphis newspapers on February 
2 and 3: 

-Dr. P. N. Rhodes is a gentleman. He is a 
scholar. He is a Christian. He is a man of 
courage. He is modest. He is genuine. 
He is a man you like to know. He is a man 
you like to talk to. He is a man you like 
to think of in connection with your son or 
your daughter or your ward. 

So the decision of Southwestern trustees 
to elevate him to the presidency is under· 
standable. Why go afar to find a president 
when you have such a man at home-tried 
and found to be true? 

We expect Southwestern to maintain the 
fine traditions created by Dr. Charles E. 
Diehl and to go forward under the leader· 
ship of Dr. Rhodes. 

-Memphis Press-Scimitar 

Southwestern's Board of Directors made a 
fine choice in electing Dr. Peyton N. Rhodes 
to succeed Dr. Charles E. Diehl as presi· 
dent of the college. It carries gratifying 
assurance that the institution will maintain 
the excellent standards and objectives that 
have been established under Dr. Diehl. 

Dr. Rhodes is fully qualified by training, 
disposition and experience to lead South· 
western. His scholarship is broad and sound, 
aside from his special field of physics in 
which he is an acknowledged authority. He 
has been a teacher at Southwestern for 
more than a quarter of a century, and for 
some time past he has been thoroughly 
schooled in administration in his capacity 
as vice president. His contacts with the 
student body have been close and cordial. 

An Assured Asset Of 
Dr. Rhodes-His Family 

The family of President Rhodes will be 
one of his surest assets as he faces the respon· 
sibilities of the presidency. The sunny dispo· 
sion of Mrs. Rhodes will make the family 
home on Snowden a welcome retreat for a 
weary and burdened provost, and her friend· 
liness will be of much assistance to him in his 
relations with the college community and the 
public. 

The social duties incumbent upon a presi· 
dent's wife will fall upon a worthy successor 
to Mrs. Diehl, one who can be counted upon 
to provide the pleasant and gracious influence 
that the occasions demand. 

Mrs. Rhodes was born Alice Boisseau Ar· 
cherat the Hermitage, Waynesboro, Virginia. 
The Archers have been since the early days 
one of the most prominent of Virginia 
families. 

A th.ird member of the household is Joe, a 
wholesome boy of thirteen now in junior 
high school. 

Mrs. Harry Peyton Rhodes, mother of the 
president, is the fourth member of the house· 
hold. She has made her home with the 
Rhodeses since the death of her husband 
in 1929. 

The college, the people of Memphis, and 
the Presbyterians of the Mid-South like the 
Rhodeses-and will like them more as they 
grow better acquainted. 

In every sense Dr. Rhodes is a good citi· 
zen, and it is no accident but an entirely 
deserved testimonial to worth and energy 
that he has been accorded a still wider 
scope for his abilities. 

-Commercial Appeal 
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Rhodes Plans to Build 
Upon Present Policies 

President-elect Rhodes plans to proceed 
slowly during the first part of his adminis.­
tration-until he has become adjusted to his 
position as President, but he is already look­
ing ahead to the future Southwestern and 
its increasing contribution to the best in 
Christian liberal arts education. 

Two developments already envisioned are: 
(1) an attempt to make students increas­
ingly aware of their obligations as world 
citizens; and (2) a continuing study of how 
the curriculum can be gradually modified 
so as to serve the needs of the greatest 
number of students without weakening the 
solid bases which have proven invaluable 
in the education of so many student gene­
rations. 

The first move into the future is intended 
to widen even further the horizons of the 
Southwestern graduate. Anticipating in­
creased emphasis on the international point 
of view, Dr. Rhodes feels that South­
western must not wait until the lead­
ing colleges of the East move into the new 
day and then follow their lead; Southwest­
ern will move in the vanguard of the col­
leges stressing the broader outlook. 

"We must send out our students," Dr. 
Rhodes has said, "with wider knowl­
edge of other peoples. They must under­
stand the cultures of the nations, their prob­
lems, their ways of looking at life, their 
social structures. We cannot hope to come 
to any agreement with other nations unless 
we know something of their cultures. The 
Near and Far East must be included in our 
studies. While new courses on Eastern cul­
tures may enrich the curriculum, yet it is 
felt that a change in emphasis in many 
existing courses, taught by faculty members 
alert to and conversant with these world­
wide needs, will be the most effective pres­
ent approach to this problem. 

"A second emphasis deals with a better 
adaptation of courses to the needs of the 
students. There may result, after careful 
study, one course of study intended for stu­
dents expecting to enter graduate schools 
and a slightly different course for students 
who expect to complete their academic 
training at Southwestern. The difference 
would probably lie mainly in the stress 
placed upon technical phases of the various 
subjects." 

These new goals will certainly not cause 
any major readjustment of Southwestern's 
curriculum or of its educational emphasis. It 
is believed that within the framework of the 
various departments of instruction at South­
western a serious student can become lib­
erally educated in the finest sense. As one 
prominent educator phrased it, "Southwest­
ern's conservative and tried curriculum is 
what we are coming to after many changes 
and much study." 

There will positively be no change in the 
traditional ideals of Southwestern as they 
have been developed through the years and 
as President Diehl in particular has shaped 
them and given them expression. President­
elect Rhodes will stand upon the following 
basic principles. 

SOUTHWESTERN NEWS 
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The April GOOD HOUSEKEEPING cites Southwestern's Tutorial System as an example 
of the individual attention given students in a few small colleges. In tutorial courses students 
hold weekly conferences with professors. 

Good Housekeeping Cites 
Southwestern·s Program 

The April issue of Good Housekeeping 
carries an article by James W. Hampton en­
titled, "Is the Small College Your Answer?" 
in which a number of the advantages pe­
culiar to the small college are discussed. 

The article begins with a brief mention 
of the overcrowding which is characteristic 
of almost all the larger institutions of higher 
learning and then offers the gloomy predic­
tion that conditions are going to grow worse, 
not better. Within about ten years the 
number of students in college is expected 
to double. 

The one solution to the problem seems to 
lie in the small college. 

After all, a small college has very great 
advantages: limited enrollment means greater 
opportunity for · individual development. 
"Small classes," so runs the article, "make 
possible closer, more direct contact with 
instructors. In the average small college 
there is one instructor for every ten to 
twenty students." 

Southwestern comes in for special men­
tion twice in the article. If she had been 
consulted in advance (which she wasn't) 
about the features that were to be men­
tioned, the choice could not have been bet­
ter. Southwestern is cited for the major 
role in student life played by her honor 
system; and her tutorial system is promi­
nently mentioned as an example of the at­
tention given the individual student. 

( 1) Southwestern's curriculum will in­
clude only liberal arts subjects whose value 
has been established. It will not include 
subjects whose content is weak and thin, 
novelty courses, filler courses, or studies 
which properly belong to the technical 
schools. 

(2) Southwestern will aim to do a few 
things excellently rather than to scatter its 

Mr. Hampton writes: "It is in the matter 
of individual development that the small 
college has achieved significant results. The 
Tutorial Plan, as practiced in Southwestern­
at-Memphis, is an outstanding example. 
Mass-production methods in education are 
avoided by means of the English University 
system of small groups instead of formal 
class recitations. Tutorial classes are not 
open to Freshmen, only partially to Sopho­
mores, but attain maximum effectiveness in 
the Junior and Senior years." 

Further evidence that the merits of the 
small college are being more widely appre­
ciated is found in an article in the Janu­
ary 24 number of Life entitled, "Williams 
College: In Era of Mass Teaching It Con­
siders Smallness a Virtue." "It· feels," said 
Life, "that an enrollment of about 850 is 
just about right. United States President 
James A. Garfield said 'the ideal college is 
Mark Hopkins on one end of a log and a 
student on the other.' (Mark Hopkins was 
President of Williams from 1836 to 1872). 
Not more than a length of a log separates 
teacher from student at Williams today. Be­
cause the classes are small, most of the Pro­
fessors can call all of their students by 
name." 

Colleges like Southwestern are happy that 
their place in the American scheme of things 
is being more adequately appreciated. The 
opportunities for individual instruction un­
der experienced professors have not been 
lessened in any way during recent years­
at least not at Southwestern. Classes here 
are small, and the tutorial system was never 
more popular with the students than today. 

efforts over many fields, with mediocrity 
as the inevitable result. It will attempt to 
do the work which it offers as well as it is 
done anywhere, at any cost. 

( 3) Southwestern will continue to em­
phasize the Christian religion as its b;tsic 
ideal and will exert every effort to im p<trt 
to its students a learning which is grounded 
in the Christian philosophy of life. 
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International Relations 
Club Means Business 

Increasing campus interest in foreign af­
fairs was pointed up last month by the for­
mation of a student International Relations 
Club at Southwestern. 

Initially composed of thirty students and 
faculty members, the IRC plans to admit to 
membership anyone on the campus who 
wishes to take part in monthly discussions of 
current affairs and to participate in projects 
such as correspondence with students abroad, 
activity in overseas workcamps, and the in­
ternational exchange of students. 

Organization of the fledgling IRC was ac­
complished as a result of the work of a joint 
committee from five campus clubs which had 
previously dealt with various phases of inter­
national activity: the National Student Asso­
ciation Committee, the Christian Union, the 
Nitist Club, the History Club and the United 
World Federalists. This joint committee, 
headed by Irvine (Dusty) Anderson (Nat­
chez, Mississippi), of the United World Fed­
eralists, obtained permission to organize from 
the Southwestern Student Welfare Commit­
tee and the Carnegie Endowment for lnter­
naional Peace, the parent, organization for 
IRC's throughout the United States. 

At its first meeting, on February 24, the 
new group elected Toby Bunn (Jonesboro, 
Arkansas) president for the remainder of the 
semester, and chose Bob Richardson (Au­
gusta, Georgia) vice-president and Frances 
Freeman (Little Rock, Arkansas) secretary­
treasurer. Dr. John H. Davis, of the History 
Department was elected faculty adviser. 

According to the by-laws adopted at the 
initial session, the club will have two stand­
"ing committees: a Domestic Projects Com­
mittee, which will handle student opinion 
polls and special campus forums; and an 
Overseas Projects Committee, which will 
handle foreign student correspondence and 
student participation in European workcamps. 

Charles Pool (Memphis) was appointed to 
head the Domestic Projects Committee and 
Ann Allen (Memphis) was selected to lead 

Ronald Freeze (Toby) Bunn, of Jonesboro, 
Arkansas, heads the newly organized Inter· 
national Relations Club, which is expected to 
become a key organization on the campus. 

SOUTHWESTERN NEWS 

Viola and Sir Andrew duel to the amusement of the Courtly group as the Players 
rehearse TWELFTH NIGHT, III, 4. 

Players Hard at Work 
On .. Twelfth Night .. 

With the production of Twelfth Night in 
April, the Southwestern Department of Dra­
matics will have climaxed a very successful 
year. 

For the performance of Shakespeare's 
famous comedy, Professor George F. Totten, 
Head of Speech and Dramatics, has selected 
a veteran cast largely from the members of 
Alpha Psi Omega, national dramatic fra­
ternity. 

ln the leading role of Viola, Ann Brown 
of Memphis will be seen playing opposite 
Virgil Bryant of East Point, Georgia, who 
plays the part of the Duke. 

Other leading parts will be taken by Joan 
Stewart of Kennett, Missouri, as Olivia; Bob 
Craven of Little Rock as Sebastian; James 
Davis of Memphis as Sir Toby Belch; Wil-

l liam hatchett of .t:llendale as Sir Andrew 
Aguecheek; and Pat Williams of Humboldt, 
Tennessee, as Maria. The play will be given 
with costumes and scenery appropriate to 

�~� the Elizabethan period. 
· Twelfth Night will contrast sharply with 
the modern comedy produced by the depart­
ment early in the year, Dover Road, by A. A. 

, Milne. A hilarious English comedy, it at-
tracted large audiences on both its appear­
ances. 

1 the Foreign Projects Committee. 
Discussions at most IRC meetings will fol­

low two general lines of thought, it was 
pointed out by the new president, Toby 
Dunn. Most of the Jiscussions will be aimed 
at giving participants a more thorough. knowl­
edge of current events, along with a bette!;" 
understanding of the forces behind those 
events. Interwoven into this general pattern 
will be discussion of some of the basic theories 
of political science, such as the concept of 
the state; the meaning of sovereignty; dcfini­
tiu.ns of Jemocracy, socialism and commu-

April Foolers Search 
Inferno To Find Truth 

The April Fool Carnival, Southwestern's 
annual social extravaganza, was held in the 
usual riotous manner on April 2. The cos­
tumes at the masked ball held in Fargason 
Field House were unusually colorful and in­
teresting, and the play was at least up to 
standard. Named "In the Following Man­
ner," it was written by two seniors, William 
Hatchett of Ellendale, Tennessee, and Virgil 
Bryant of East Point, Georgia, and directed 
by Gene Schaeffer of Memphis. 

The theme of the play was as follows: A 
college student, weary of textbooks and labo­
ratories, decides to conduct, on his own, a 
search for truth. The search carries him to 
the Inferno, where, according to Dante, the 
great thinkers of Greece and Rome are prop­
erly placed. Before reaching the terrace of 
the philosophers, however, he encounters 
people and scenes peculiarly suggestive of 
life in the United States in 1949 and even at 
Southwestern. 

King of the Carnival was Frank Boswell 
GMem_Qhis); and Queen was Jane King 
(Memphis);. Members of the Royal Court 
were: Jane Phelps, Vinton Cole, Peggy Mar­
shall, Ann Brown, Jim Davis, Ed Wills, Jud 
Williford (all of Memphis); Geneva Trim 
(Tiptonville, Tennessee), Dot Fenton (Roll­
ing Fork, Mississippi), Jim Turner (Rabbit 
Ridge, Mississippi), Toby Bunn (Jonesboro, 
Arkansas), and Virgil Bryant (East Point, 
Georgia). 

nism; and methods of totalitarianism. 
To set the pace for the semester's pro­

grams, Gene Schaeffer (Memphis) and Joe 
Roulhac (Memphis) led a discussion of the 
relative merits of democracy and dictatorship 
in an efficient meeting of contemporary prob· 
lems, using the governments of England, 
America, Germany and Russia as illustra­
tions. 
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The touring Southwestern Singers gather about the fountain in the famed Bellingrath Gardens, Mobile, Alabama, to sing for their 
host, Mr. Walter Bellingrath. The tour included thirteen concerts in Mississippi and Alabama. 

Singers Win Acclaim 
In Alabama, Mississippi 

During the inter,semester holidays in the 
latter part of January and the first part of 
February, the Southwestern ·Singers made 
their annual tour southward. 

The itinerary lay this time mainly in 
southern Alabama. Tuscaloosa, Centerville, 
Selma, Prattville, Montgomery, Greenville, 
and Mobile were the Alabama points in which 
concerts were given. In addition the touring 
Southwesterners sang in Amory, Columbus, 
Gulfport, Brookhaven, and Grenada, Missis­
Sippi. 

Complimentary reports are still coming 
in concerning the excellence of the Singers 
and the professional polish with which they 
performed. 

The report on the tour given below was 
written by Miss Vivienne Chilton, who is 
a soprano in the choir: 

At seven o'clock Friday morning, Janu, 
ary 28, the Neely Dining Hall was invaded 
by a noisy group of college students bur, 
dened with black robes, hats, and suitcases, 
which unmistakably marked them as the 
Southwestern Singers. 

Following breakfast the seventy,five boys 

and girls, with Professor Burnet C. Tuthill, 
head of the college music department, piled 
into two big buses and left for Amory, 
Mississippi. They gave a concert at the 
high school and were rewarded with lunch. 
The buses took them onward to Columbus 
where they again sang for high school stu­
dents. 

Later in the afternoon they arrived in 
front of the Presbyterian Church in Tus­
caloosa, Alabama, and were surprised to 
discover a virtual date,bureau for girls 
awaiting them. The University of Alabama 
boys had turned out in numbers to see that 
the Southwestern coeds did not come un, 
welcomed. 

There was time before supper to do some 
sightseeing, and then back to the church 
for dinner and a performance. That night 
the Singers were guests in Presbyterian 
homes. 

Next morning the big buses took them 
to Centerville for a concert and a wonder­
ful lunch. A Southwestern alumnus, Mr. 
Brady Belcher, entertained the choir, Dr. 
Tuthill, and the bus drivers with a feast 
of barbequed pigs. Everyone sang songs 
and made extemporaneous speeches, and 
then stuffed back into the buses to leave 
for Selma. 

In Selma the afternoon was free until 
concert time. The next day the Singers 
were up early because it was Sunday and 
they had to be in Prattville for the service 
at the First Presbyterian Church. Families 
of the congregation took the choir to their 
homes for dinner and then sent them on 
their way to Montgomery. At eight o'clock 
the Singers sang for a city-wide Presby­
terian Church service. 

It ;,as no blue Monday January 31, be­
cause everybody was hustling and getting 
ready to go to Greenville, Alabama. The 
buses were a bit late in arriving, so that in 
Greenville there was just enough time to 
eat lunch and pin camellias in the girls' 
hair before program time. 

At the Presbyterian Church, radio ap­
paratus had been set up so that the Singers 
could go to the many other places in Ala­
bama the bus itinerary could not include. 
(The Reverend Henry Acklen reports that 
many colored people throughout the area 
called him later to express appreciation of 
the negro spirituals sung on the broadcast.) 

After the broadcast Mobile was the next 
stop. There was a sacred concert at the 
Government Street Presbyterian Church, and 
the next morning a short program for Head-



April, 1949 

Bach•s B-Minor Mass 
At Idlewild. April 30 

The Southwestern Singers and Orchestra 
will give a Bach Festival on April 28, 29 and 
30. This is the most extensive musical project 
ever attempted by the college, and will be 
climaxed on the last day of the Festival by 
a performance of the complete B-minor Mass 
by Bach. 

This event will take place in the Idle­
wild Presbyterian Church beginning at 5 in 
the afternoon with an intermission of suf­
ficient length to permit performers and au­
dience to get dinner. The entire work takes 
two hours and forty minutes to perform. 

The soloists needed will be drawn from 
the upper-classmen studying voice, with the 
assistance of one student who completed 
his work last year, Mr. James Byerly, tenor. 
Part of the Mass was given successfully last 
year as an experiment. Its success indicated 
the possibility of the present Festival. 

On April 28, as the first event in the 
series, the choir of St. John's Episcopal 
Church, which is under the direction of 
Southwestern's Professor of Church Music, 
Fergus O'Connor, and includes a number of 
Southwestern students in its personnel, will 
present two Bach Cantatas in the new 
Church, which is being dedicated on Palm 
Sunday. Soloists for this event will be 
drawn from alumni and students of South­
western. 

The Friday evening concert will take place 
in Hardie Auditorium when the Bach Mu­
sical Offering will be given in its entirety 
by the Southwestern (Faculty) String Quar­
tet assisted by other faculty members. The 
Quartet consists of Noel Gilbert and Mary 
Jane Kirkendol, violins, Ruth Wood TuthiJl, 
viola, and Phyllis Thornburg, violoncello. 

Others involved are Virginia Lowery My­
ers who will play the newly acquired 
harpsichord, Anne T . Reynolds, flute, Bur­
net Tuthill, clarinet, John Davis, bassoon, 
and former faculty member, Don Cassel, 
oboe. 

Tickets for the· series of concerts may be 
secured at Southwestern. Single admissions 
may be had at the door. 

master Andy Edington's University Milit ary 
School cadets, who had gathered at the Cen­
tral Presbyterian Church. 

That afternoon the Singers visited the 
magnificent Bellingrath Gardens and gath­
ered around the fountain to sing a few 
numbers for their gracious host, Mr. Walter 
Bellin grath. 

Then on to Gulfport for a concert and 
a good night's sleep before the long trip 
back to Memphis. 

En route home the following day, the 
Singers gave a program at Brookhaven, Mis­
sissippi, and were guests for lunch. 

The last concert was in Grenada, Mis­
sissippi, and there at dinner a ceremony· 
took place. Several members of the choir, 
dressed in their long black robes, chanted 
a service and initiated as honorary members 
of the Southwestern Singers the bus drivers 
who had borne so much and had been their 
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�P�e�g�~�y� Marshall (Memphis), soloist, �a�n�~� Virgil �~�r�y�a�n�t� (East Point, Georgia), President 
of the Smgers, look over the album of classtcal musiC recorded by their oroup last spring. 
The album found ready sale, chiefly among music colleges all over the �c�o�u�n�~�r�y�.� 

Cook Book Compiled By 
Women's Club Makes Hit 

The cook book which the Faculty W om­
en's Club published in the latter part of 
last year has had a good sale and promises 
ta yield a profit, which will be added to 
the scholarship fund named for Mrs. Diehl. 

The title of the book is "Campus Cook­
ery," and apparently all of the members 
of the club contributed their prize recipes. 

The book is covered in bright red with 
black printing-Southwestern's colors. 

Ida Clemens, Woman's Page editor for 
the Press-Scimitar, said of the book that 
"main dishes like these are the kind of fare 
of which we never tire. Armed with a good 
recipe that ·introduces a subtle flavor, the 
housewife can prove that simple foods are 
far from humdrum. The cook book com­
piled by the Southwestern Women's Club 
proves it." 

Members of the Cook Book Committee are 
Mrs. C. I. Diehl, Chairman; Mrs. Ralph 
C. Hon; Mrs. Nalle Rhodes; Mrs. Joe Em­
bry; and Mrs. Ben Wooten. 

The price of the book is $1.50. Copies 
may be ordered from any of the members 
of the committee listed above. 

most reliable critics, since they had attended 
every concert given along the way. 

The final concert ended on a note of tri­
umph. The tour had been very successful 
and the audiences hearteningly receptive. 
But still it was the last concert and everyone 
was a trifle sad. When the buses pulled into 
Memphis, late at night, seventy-five tired 
and sleepy boys and girls, Dr. Tuthill, and 
the bus drivers went home to rest from a 
wonderful vacation. 

The Singers are grateful to t1leir n1any 
hosts and hostesses along the route and 
appreciate the trouble that so many good 

Henry Hibbs. Designer 
Of Our Buildings. Dies 

Henry C. Hibbs of Nashville, the archi­
tect who designed Southwestern's buildings 
died suddenly on March 3. ' 

Mr. Hibbs, a member of the Nashville 
firm of Hibbs, Parrent and Hall, was widely 
known throughout the South for the beau­
tiful buildings he designed, in particular 
churches and educational buildings. 

His work is found on such campuses as 
those of Vanderbilt, Peabody, Ward-Bel­
mont, Hendrix, Tulsa University, Davidson, 
Mary Baldwin, and the University of South 
Carolina. 

His masterpieces are considered to be the 
buildings of Southwestern and of Scarritt 
Coll ege, Nashville. For his designs for South­
western, he was awarded a gold medal sig­
mfymg that he had designed the best archi­
tecture in the South in 192 5. He was one 
of three architects in Tennessee to be chosen 
a Fellow of the American Institute of Archi­
tecture, the highest honor awarded by the 
�I�n�s�t�i�t�u�t�~�.� 

Mr. Hibbs was a native of New Jersey 
and was educated in the University of Penn­
sylvania. He was an elder of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Nashville. 

The Southwestern community will always 
feel grateful to Henry Hibbs for the master­
pieces in stone which he designed for the 
college. The Gothic beauty of the build­
ings is a fit expression of the ideals of genu­
ineness and excellence which President.Diehl 
has made a part of the Southwestern point 
of view. To coming generations of students 
these buildings will be a genuine inspiration. 

people went to in their behalf . . The Singers 
hope that they were able in some measure 
to repay their new-found friends for all that 
they did for the pleasure and comfort of 
the visiting Southwesterners. 



Page Eight 

Students Plan Look-in 
On Europe This Summer 

A dozen Southwestern students may spend 
next summer visiting and working in Western 
Europe if plans laid down by the International 
Relations Club materialize. 

Intensive work and planning have gone 
into the project thus far under the direction 
of Foregn Projects Chairman Ann Allen 
(Memphis), Finance Chairman Jeanne Gil· 
lespie (Prattville, Alabama), Irvine Anderson 
(Natchez, Mississippi) and Faculty Advisor 
David Sprunt, of the Southwestern Bible 
Department. 

The work of the committee has been in 
two fields to date: first, contact has been 
made with the World Council of Churches, 
the National Student Association and Inter· 
national Student Service in Geneva, Switzer· 
land, and applications have been filed by some 
dozen Lynx students for participation in their 
European travel and work projects next 
summer. Second, work has been begun to 
raise the necessary $600.00 per student to 
cover expenses during the summer. 

According to the sponsoring committee, 
the purpose of the whole undertaking would 
be to give sincere students an opportunity 
to participate actively in the physical and 
intellectual reconstruction of torn countries 
abroad by taking part in European student 
workcamps; and to give potential campus 
leaders an insight into the life and problems 
of contemporary Europeans. 

The summer's trip will take the young 
Southwesterners to a month-long student 
work camp, where they will engage in light 
reconstruction projects; to a private home 
for a ten-day look at European home life; 
and then they will have two weeks free for 
independent travel. 

Professor Sprunt will accompany the 
group as advisor, handling most of the travel 
arrangements and aiding the students in mak­
ing their time abroad most effective. 

A trip similar to the one planned for next 
summer was taken last summer by Irvine 
Anderson, Southwestern junior, who has 
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Irvine Anderson, Southwestern student who spent a month last summer in a German 
reconstruction camp, talks with an old brick mason in the ruins of a home in Bohme­
Gerthe, Germany. 

been working closely with the committee this 
year. 

Describing his experiences to the Lynx 
group desiring to go next summer, Anderson 
pointed out that "the actual physical recon· 
struction work you do is slight in comparison 
to the experience you gain in the work camps. 

"Our camp," he said, "at Goettingen, Ger· 
many, was set up for German, Dutch and 
American college students by the Congrega· 
tiona! Christian Service Committee and the 
Dutch Committee of International Student 
Service. 

"Altogether, we had fifty students, most 
of whom were German. We slept barracks· 
style in the rooms of an ex-Nazi Gauleiter's 

mansion, which we were repa1nng for use 
as an international students' home for the 
local university. 

"One of the most depressing parts of the 
whole trip was the callousness to death and 
destruction which we encountered among 
many of the students abroad. Years of war 
and disaster has left them with little apprecia­
tion of the value of human life . 

"All in all, the experience was extremely 
rewarding," said Anderson. "We Americans 
felt that we knew those German and Dutch 
students as well as we did our classmates 
back in the States. It gave us an insight into 
the life and problems of those young men 
and women." 
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