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Concern, N·ot Emotion \' 

To The Commercial Appeal: 
Preservation of the park always has 

\

been the issue for Citizens to Preserve 
Overton Park, Inc. This issue was settled 
with respect to location of I-40 by the 
decision of the U.S. Supreme Court in 
March, 1971, and subsequently by the U.S. 

· Transportation Secretary Volpe in Janu­
ary, 1973, which later was upheld by the 
U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals in 
1974 .. These can hardly be labeled as using 
"emotion." 

Resistance by the state to these deci­
sions has delayed the State of Tennessee 
from making an alternative plan for I -40 
outside. of Overton Park and, therefore, 

1 has postponed a solution to the 
"controversy." 

The issue is keeping Overton Park a 
green space, a quiet place, a naturally 
wooded place where city residents. stu­
dents and regional visitors ~an have a · res­
pite, if they so desire, from traffic . It is 
about the preservation of one of Memphis ' 
best-known amenities, an amenity which 
out-of-town people have spoken of with 
appreciation. It is about keeping this _ 
uniquely located natural park in mid-city 
a recreational and outdoor . educational 
park - not destroying a part of it for 
interstate vehicular traffic. 

Overton Park's already established 
facilities and recreati.onal areas , both 
natural and man-made, are the proper 

. concern of this organization and of all 
Memphians. 

ANONA STONER 
Secretary 
Citizens To Preserve Overton Park 
192 Williford 


